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CHAf TP5 I. 

Of hau^tf heart, aod prouder mieiy, 
His Mxil's remoTEelesHiieBB is seen 

Stamp'd on his features. 
Vengeance his otgect, not redress. 
He lives to scorn, hate, spoil, oppress, 

His fellow creatures. 

Sir Lionel Fitzmaurice was the natural son 
of a nobleman, who, without ever condescend- 
ing to notice liim, gave him such an education 
as was considered sufficient, at that period, for 
any person destined to the soldier's profession ; 
procured him a subordinate station in the army; 
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S THB TOK HILt, 

and attfndoHed lun to his fate. During hit in- 
fancy end youth, his violent passioos had nerer 
experienced the salutary reitraint of parental 
authority; nor had the gentler sympathiesof hlB 
nature, ▼henever he wae indined to put diem 
forth, found any kindred afiectigns atouad 
wtuch they could entwine, and expand ther 
blossomB.' His fierce, and bad quaUties- had 
thus gathered strength, from indulgence, irbtte 
whatever was amubtQ tn bis traipeiameat had 
been bhghted by coldneaa and a^lset. Little, 
indeed, of the milk of humdn kindness entered 
into his composiUm ( but that little^ being for- 
Indden to find veotin ita natural chaime), strudt 
inwards, and, turning to bitterness and gall, 
disordered bis wboJe-aiaor^ syatglti.' Even as 
a boy, he b^^ to foel himself a solitary aad 
an outcast. He .had no relations, no friends, 
no endearments, Ao hi^idftys, no presents, no 
iadb^eotoes t^ any sort Everybody, on the 
eentntry, seemed to shun uid be ashcuned.t^ 
Mm; his fether'a steward, when he called to 
pay ftnr his si^oolii^, never asked to see hisi; 
th& M^oolmaater, takii^ advantage <^ hda far- 
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lora'atvation^ aoAadnginm ma ^ aotba[ acap^ 
goat ^tsr -lioys wbom he vjAed'fo fovouf^ 
ISEBtcdhJiH tntb iHiinarited aevMtity ; and mrtiflB 

HiHii iB^gHibt at its iaAMtion^ «skiad hinUKtf 
Hat/ meaaing of .th« mtunfest injugtice he vm 
«Qffi»ritag from -tile wotWt he WM Uttetlj at a 
iwtto&cooiDitiDDiti A ftitt bead tidlor than 

sU' in tettta of stteDgtb^ gTUMMStk; spiHts, and 
AiMG miUlaiy cslanasefr^fwhicli fbtmed so |»»- 
nunent a part of eduoatioii, but equaBj edifue^ 
theiiLiti tlie'fev meiiULipurMiits tkmtvae ia- 
ten&m^Mt'w)th>tlu«e'MogliM vtrugig^o/ the 
body. 

- Jn every fresh 'iDdi|;Mtyaatl'o«trage that he 
eadured, 'be-ctai<Maled.the< ind^naiiit haMed 
T^a^ he vaeiatpateatitovi'tesA.i but^ retiring 
into ibe gloomy catem of his own bresflt, 
<bt>pped one by one the se«iit of revesge isto 
bis- heart; and, solftmng his thought to sU 
brooding upon 4rhat he had planted, lotted 
forward with delight to the mOBient ii4ien it 
^duld be ripened teto « full md spMadiog 
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venj^ncB. Hw wrongs were even flndur«d 
vitb a lort df cmcorous pleasure far tbe eakf 
of tbe imagiDary retiibutiou that he cot^tit!e4 
up; for, io bis eoUtary moods of h^te^fhe 90jt 
odV^ bli^tcil^ io&Bcy. the prospect* aadj^apr 
pinesa of his perKcutors, but aetUB% wrjthe^ 
his limba aa if be were trampling upon tbejf 
boAes, and plunging his dagger into >h^ir. 
hftarta. 'Vi*dictivelies& b^caipe tt\us ^^arly coatr 
bmed with dissimuUticin, anijlt U>e two evil qi^ 
lidss nhich iraare engrafted upoi^ the boy, y,(^ 
through life destined to.: "grow with hi* 
growth, and 8trei^[ti}pa. ^tjk his fitr^ngth.'" 

Soon after he h^iatlw)H)il:fuUiawih9iod, «ad 
perlectod himself m- all' soldBecly accomplish- 
meBtB« be learnt tliMMftit^bleii^hfrqinexpec- 
tadon of a visit from' the JJUngx vrjho was. then 
mabhig ^« progress Enough tbeiSeutb c>f Eng- 
Imd, bod proclaimed a. great tournament and 
jousting to be held at his castle ; and published 
a ehalloige to all comers, being gentlemep, ,^ 
&ght at tfce barriers with spear, battU-axe,, af)d 
two-haoded sword. Tbe Earl ba4 made suft- 
■able festive. !preparatiooa St bis ba9>tu9l castle. 
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bat more egpeciaU; for the toumunent^ which be 
knew to be the King's favonnte divertisMBent. 
liiond, who had never seen his pumt s'uKC be 
Was ftn In&nt, and whose numerous letters, 
dAJtning; from him some sort of neogniUon or 
as^taoce, had never been ansvered, deemed 
this'a favourable opportasity for claiinmg what 
he conceived to be his natural rights, or at least 
for gratifying his loi^-chaiiAicd animomty, 
^dwuld hia clann be diutlowed, by expo«Dg bik 
&ther b&fore the Kiilg and-' the asseiAbled court 
and neighbourhood. 

For this purpow, be^ presented hhnself to be 
eArroItEd'aii oHebTt^eKuMve^vft to the cbftllenge, 
declaring himsdf at the same time to be iBegi- 
timatei and Hp6n -befflg' told by the Earl that he 
could not be received, the invitation b^ng ex- 
pressly limited to all sueh as were gentlemen 
by birth, he made himself known to hisaato- 
nished ftther, and upbl*aided him with not imly 
fta^ing brought him into the world without a»- 
tigning him any place in society, but with op~ 
' pb^Dg bis effin-ts whan he wished to carve out 
■"bis- bwtt wayto- disdb«ti(Hi :with his swtnid. 
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6 rat TOB KILL. 

The £ktl, -who hfld many reaaons for wMi^ 
to CMioeal'that he hiui eadt a bo«, iras peremjK 
toryia t^eting him> forbidding him at his 
fwril 'fvir'>a|s;aui> to cross the t^txeslMld of Mb 
door, and thejipavted with tatitu^ ftage» abd 
defiance. ' Lionslj however, instdad' of Eiibiait> 
ibg' to this re^ulte^ anned himself cap d pit aa 
de day 'of the . eacsamiery nbuDted- a goodly 
warJiotlse, faiccdihitaBdf intb the' lists, !«&m- 
ing jQ) ttMee wlw "woaid :oppoSe.lmD to de^st 
ai t^ey Tolued; Hmv Uvea) and wtoD the King 
ooquired the- cause c^this di&tWbuice, he tbM* 
Mmseff teemkAa-hatm)'tiaadA'-hi&*>^itlot,' and, 
fallingupon otie:1(«ee,-t^ated db a femr stordi 
who he was,'iand'tkem«£T«tBst badinfiuenced 
him^ which' wata' a dBsiVe^*fo'<i«*«te' faiinself t6 
Ihe Berviceof his^ B(A"ere!g^j'and to'phive Hy 
his-explrata fhftl'hetrftS not oiriworthy of that 
ionoilr,'- ■' - "■•■ . n J 7t ■'■ li . ( , 

Harry, who v&liied'hiinSelf- upttn his o*n 
eomeliaess Mid stature, and ' always admir^ 
-those qu^ties in oth^'S, and' who had be^des a 
natunll son of Ms ' o^nt, w^in he destined tt> 
high honours and distinctions, "was' not teas 
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s.tfuck' wjdi the cprnmaHffag figure than the 
ijl^O^i d^wrbaeot of the young VAfjior, and 
aiig^lf fehuked thaBarl.for hit coodfiet; de- 
oUr^ ehiit his son was a mwdtoiH proper 
ftmD-atrSflin^ mi protoisitd to do b<»K>ur 'to bit 
pUfAt;^ altbough.he mt^t not be honoured by 
thfm. .He ciximiaDd«dhim to beadtmnediB- 
j^iMttlj vlong. ilw cvakotsiasy t^nnecl liim Mb 
c^wtpusrof 4he rfaw, ittaUtWM to the heraldic 
Vt^k of iUeg)tiinBoyy.aMi'waa to ««U pleaaed 
^tll iu*! prawe^ and eounigti that upon quil> 
tiog thci QaatlM whjtdi 'hft did a dajr sof«er th«a 
he had jatendadiMMeraly »an>ed the Eari to 
provid&,iptQperj^tf(»'iJu8,«c« if bff ^pevted any 
^fKCther iGEtKBumlaDpi^iHa.soveivif)^. A bint of 
this:aert.:Ti9«9t' to>he>iM^eoted with impunity. 
,^b^ ^n^unj^at^ fatftM- moi an apologetieal let- 
,^ t9,his cbUd». eaclpKing a. hooA fcv the pay- 
ment of a yearly maintenance, which Lionel 
cfUKeUed a^ returned to hint with a few words 
if^ cootemptuous ; insult, dsolaring that, fts .the 
i^ifij^y hoQn had bean extorted by fear of hia 
,#i|ig,,,pa|,p^gfiere^froin ^pODtaoeoue affection 
iwr hjjpaself.he .»pflifn«d ta accept it. fle^had 



jt,,Coogle 



8 THB T9R HU,!.. 

exposed hje &ther tq royal censure, be had 
i^ply compiomiaed bini with his own family, 
he had spumed his offers of reconciliation, he 
had proudly rejected his bouaty. This wa» 
his first great revenge^ aad perhaps hia sweetest; 
for as hie fathec had entailed a dic^prace uptm 
him which was jt JBHtwiAl impedimeait. to ad- 
vanceraent in those, dftye^ and hod aggravated 
this injury by subsequm^.nfjglect, he hdd hiniT 
self warranted tocutiider him as his worst 
enemy thxou^ all the«tf^^'<^. life, and com- 
bined ther^fwe in hia hatcedb the past, the pre- 
sent, and the future. ' : 

But in exiecuting] tbis< public, vengeance he 
had made notonoue die in^tgiiltMity of his birth, 
he had ctHifinned all the dtsaUlities and d^ra- 
dations to i^ich it sulfated liim, and had thus 
widened the bieafb between binself and the 
world. His individual enemi^ too were fur- 
nt^ed with a ready reproach, although it could 
only be uttered at peril o£ their Uves; for he felt 
the stigma to be so indelible, and at the same 
time so crut4 md unjust, that his sword leapt 
fr<aa ita seabbard whenever he was thus taunted. 
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as if, at least, to vtndicate his ckim to the lef^- 
tJmate right of killing his feUow^creatures when- 
ever they oflfendcd him. One benefit accrued to 
. him from his daring demeanour at tbe joustiof^ 
we have mentiotted. Sir Giles Hunger&rd, who 
veA present upon that fxcaaion, and had been 
c^tivat«d with a stnbbora energy add reckless 
valour so congenial to h'ts ovftt iatroduced him- 
self to him fbr tbe purpose of su^ntisting sooie 
improTemeut in%is armour^ and thus commenced 
an acquaintance whieh ended in his appointing 
him bis squire. The war ifith So6tland ' soon 
after broke out, and at the. battle of Flodden 
Field, as idread; irc&ted, he Saved the life of 
his patrooi and obtained the honour of knigfat- 
ht)od for his brave deeds. Improving the as- 
cendancy he had gaitaed-, upon Ihib occasion, over 
the mind of the geeerous and grateful Sir Giles, 
he became his friend, of^fidatU, and adviser; and, 
when his serrices in the field were not immedi- 
ately required, was eoiutituted conptroller and 
manager of idl the Hungerford manors and es- 
tates in Somersetshire and elsewhere. In this 
department his abifities appeared to be not less 
B 5 
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oonipieUoiu than hiB qm^cbtitniB as a soldier ; 
so tbst hjfl employef, who abhorred all BDancial 
andiiaiaeatie regutationej—every thing iti' short 
that Wtts -not tmlitny-,--^ladIy deputed to hhn 
the «ntit« auuMgemeat flf hia a£^ra. ' 

' As the Wound, hi his headj from which he suf- 
fetei occasionftt fnconTetaence -during spveral 
yb&ira, prevented 'hh aelnnnpciiiyilig Sir -Giles 
When he *as Ofdered to Prance, the latter in- 
stalled- hant^ularlyiBK)' the Tor House as his 
representative, itrrtttfed Wrii-with foD legal pow- 
CTB for aeting as.a>princlpial in every thing that 
t!Oiw«med; the Himgerfbrd -propertyj appointed 
him the guardian df his-duU-, and flnsdly vtUed 
him his heir hithfr^taWdfOe^'s decease; a 
eootlng^cy'whnth' th« 'b^y^ iHrettarious state of 
herfth rwideredabt'tmllkeiy tb occur. 
■ Hophig to Atone; in sdme ^gret, for his own 
waiit -of family hotWUra, 1^ an Hlhaoce with One 
' who 'possessed thciUj SiT'LiuwItMui marned a 
w^HQitn of an aiKd^t and dtsdAgai^ednome, but 
withotit fortune f»Ai»y other' reconimendatim. 
His daughter, the beautifot Beatrwe, was the 
Wsukof this uni<W, whiith,-howeT«r, wasof too 
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uwoogruoua a aatuve to (HHifer happitMM upon 
■ wtber -ptxty.. Tlte higjhrborD bd; proved to be 
< «e violeDt md haughty as her huBband was cold 

and ccmtumdiouB ; her aoblc friendi rtf uwd to 

notice thrai ; mutual disappwntniGat engendered 
-red^ocal- aocusations ; he reproached her wjdi 
piide and paverty, she Eecnminated fay an alhi- 
. liva to his ignominiouB birth 3 be afforded her 
the excuse of. jefUctisy to, influne hatred; nei- 
ther of them ever fo^avp the other, and they 
parted as 'bitter- and iircconcUable enemieB. In 
a few EBOQtJis after ttDB.emnt, he received with 
uadisgiused eatis&ction'the tidings of her death, 
. tad bis invptsraay against the world having 
. bera aggravated by the contemptuous treatment 
he had ^xpe^eoced from her titled relatives, he 
resolved if possible to make bis second vife in- 
strumental to bis purposes of meditated ven- 
geance, by marrying a fortune : for, in an age 
of general ventGty, coiruption, and peHidy, lie 
'.saw cleaHy that there was no power so effectual 
as that of wealth. Ab orphan daughter of a 
boroughreeve, become suddenly t^Hiient by the 
death of bev tmcle, a Gloucestershire clqtbier, 
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attracted lut frttcntion; and he had oo sooner 
ascertained the ext«i( of her riches, thtm he 
made her Ml offer, of \aa hand. Shott as had 
been thdr previous actiuiuiitance, he had taken 
such'UQusual paina to ingratiate himaelf that he 
had already won her afFectioae. On atcouot «E 
the recent death of his .first wife, they w&ie se- 
cretly married in a distant part, of the county) 
and this kind-h^rted, sipapl^-niiBded womaa, 
ultimately becoming the c^re&il and ecoootnicat 
Lady Fitzmaurice to whom ifehave alroady in-. . 
troduced our readers, cootinued to love her 
husband, with a constancy thattra^. proof against . 
her own convictionji of his uawprtJiineBs, and. 
even against her knowledge ^f . l^is cooju^l in- 
fidelity, of h'lB indifference to, her person, and 
contempt (^ her meek Sjubmiasive character. - . 
Fortune now seen^^ to have .lent herself to 
the furtherance of his ambitious and. vindictive- 
schemes. As the friend .^^ reproeutative of 
Sit Giles Hungerford pf the . Torj he possesaed : 
station and infiuence; hy hiswe^ilth he prgcu-.- 
red himself to be made a magistrate; and thi*^. 
combination conferred upon hid a power which. 
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he detecauaed to strengthen hy every possible ac- 
cesaocy before be be^in to di^biy it. It has been 
obfierved that, by a beiugnant provision of na- 
' tun, the more poteflt aBimalB are generally in* 
noAidiis^; or at all events free from the venom and 
mlttgnity «4ii6b, in the smaller creatures, is neu- 
tralizedby their f^bleness :— but this rule did 
not apply to Sir Liotiel. Re had the courage 
and strength of the Hon, the rapacity of the 
wotfj Ae craft of the ftix, the remorselessness 
as ^vell as tbe hy|)octlsy of the bysena, the 
wiliness and the venom of the serpent. Unre- 
atnuned'by prinrij^i^ of any sort, he'yet avoid- 
ed open violence and crime in the perpetration 
of his desa^b, be<»iuse he considered them 
pet^tly unnecbasat^. ' It appeared to him a 
gross mistake and error of Calculation thus to 
commit himself, when the rome object might be 
safely aeeompUshed by subtlety'. After having 
carefully eonsideved the constitution of society, 
theiaiwsby which it is governed, and the ruling 
passions of the multitude, it became his inti- 
mate comictionj and governing rule of conduct, 
that tfiere was no enormity or outfage which 
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'.sii^t^aot.be' ooBmiUed with iropuni^ )ty a 
judtcaous muon <^ cuoBing and gold^ He 
■looked upm thfl law« aa lo niwty fetten* by 
vkifih die ifDtnnioa fwvple wew^ raitraiBeti r/timn 
learing oee «Botber to pieces^ only that' they 
Boi^t be reserved a« ready-bound vietiniB ivbes- 
ever.lheir eupeiriors le^uiwd titeiii to be offered 
»p. If .the .Kii^ watitod torinurdef ».wi&or 
^vouriteof'whoiBhehitd btcoia« tifed, he knew 

- -that no liDaactDoe wonld ph>tect Ibeei from the 
snarei of the law, or ehiekl. them Jigainst tboae 
-aasawias in black gowns, wKo were aa rea^ to 
«{nU blood, and aa cheaply bw^ to do it, as the 
pro&Bied braro. HedctentaiBed to fmitate the 
royal example } to Jbukid hit pf wer upoe fear, 
and pervert the lair to bis o^m purposes ef 
«ppreBsioti; -wiaiv he sat at bisease, and hxdied 
safely down into the arauwIierelHsbumaavlo- 
tnoB were to be baited oaA torn to pieoes, f<« the 
gratification of his caprice or vengeance. 

ActiBf^ upon thifl'.piincii^e, he acquired an 
bahfttual taste for the tortuous, the crafty, tfae 
disingtnuout, fco-. every thing that eavoured'of 
fineue, iosidioualieBa, and obieatiery. 
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■ 'SiVttt whew his point co«id be equally well 
^ned hj direct and obvtoua means, he pre- 

<Arred gtratagem and manoeuvre. These form- 
ed' what he termed his Etudies of human nature. 

-A vdlgsA: rofirae could practise open violence ;— 
hoi to^aroiHnveet, to over-reach, to undenniiM ; 

'to make your «tletny firat yoar dupe and then 
your victim ; and all without endangering your- 
«elf,-^he&e w«i« A* irtrokes of Mochiavdlian 
poKey in wlUch htt dqligbted, and which he con- 
ndered ■8:tiie ettdeiiceB ofa jnaster-s^nrit. 

But, sufa^- and powerful as he was, he felt 
that the vast deeigBi he •contemplated could 
not be ei^et^ witlimit nunierous agents, whom 
he forthwith' prooeedcd to select. As the l«r 

'WW to be lus'gntat -aigine of oppresaon, he 
cbose ftata. asataig its foUowers one <^ those 
abrcnni knave3'''who .undcrMood enough of his 
^dCession to arailhinaelf of its chicanery, and 
was uncoDtcoIled ' in. its ■ exerdse by a single 
prilteiple of honesty or honour. This wretch 
he domiciliated in his house as his legal jackal, 
and tiy ^ving him a share of the plunder, he 
doubted not that he should be enabled <te run 
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down whatever prey he '^ouM mark for det- 
tructicm. For this species of oppression the aetix 
yi&^ singularly favourable. In a reign wherein 
many thousand criminals, exclusive of numerous 
political victims, perished by the hands of the 
executioner, it may be supposed that the penal 
statutes must have been sufRciently voluminous 
and severe.* iTiey were, in fact, so sweeping 
in their sanguinary scope, and yet so loosely 
defined ; so vacillating, and often so diairietri- 
cally opposed to one another, particularly on 
the subject of religion, that no man could he 
»ure of escaping the prison's carnivorous jaws, 
more especially if he wei^ unfortii'nate enough 
to have an' unprincipled enemy, who sought his 
ruin. In support of his nefarious machinations, 
whenever they should be' called into action'. 
Sir Lionel too^ care to choose for the menict^B 
of his household, such desperadoes and renega- 

* The prisoners for debt and crime are stated in an 
Act of . Parliament to be upwards of dxtf tiiousatid- 
peraons; and Hume, upon the aabbority of Hairiaoa,,. 
informs us that seventf-two thousand criminals ir^re 
executed during the reign of Hemy VTII. for 
theft' aod robbery. HoUinrdted, with more' pntb^Btjr; 
states the number to have been twenty-two thousand. 
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does as vocAA prove staunch rufflera in a brawl, 
or equally intrepid swearers in a court of jus- 
tice. Of. this lawless band, who always went 
armed, that ^ey might be ready to inQict or 
remst. violence, the command was given to Cap- 
tain Basset, whose name has already been 
slightly mentioned. When intoxicated, to which 
he had an habiti^ tendency that had almost 
become constitutional, the captain was ready 
for any enterprize, however savage and despe- 
rate; a quality whv;h had procured him his 
present appointment ^—but he was not naturally 
vicious. Bemorse for the misdeeds of intoxica- 
tion idways assailed him. when sober ; to drive 
away so unple^nt a visitant he had fresh re- 
course to the bottle, which commonly termina> 
ted in some qew act of violence ; so that he 
passed his brawliii^ life in an altematicn of 
error and repentance) in which, however, the for- 
mer became gradually stronger, while the latter 
moods grew weaker in their influence, and 
shorter In th^r ooatinuance. 

In addition to these instruments of his hostile 
piU|Mses, Sir Li<»ieL had formed darker aad 
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wore isapiouS aUiaoe«% to which we atull ad- 
vMt vben the oMsequmceB of his -unholj ccA: 
jur&tiwts becanoe dcTsloped. " Fkctere a.-f»^ 
qtieoSupenw, Acberotita raQTdt>o>" seems toibwf 
been bi» motiiQ io these, bis saoiilegiaiiB deaMngf^ 
** if I MOMit b« revercBoed as a deity, I ctfear 
tb«t X wUl be feuttd a»: a dsnson," Bud Sir 
X^ooel to himMtf^ V be lawked the completbi* 
of his prriimiwvy arftngraientt; and amfiy 
and awfully dj4 he pfiiiE^nn his tn«i«BdouB tow. 
It aught be lufF. md, timt^ w the eonfidenoe 
«f his power Bi)dr«8ource% he -wa» about tode* 
dare war'a^iNB«t.satiakiad:; hut he r«ao)ved to 
aren^ his individual wrtwigB'befin^^fhe gratiSecl 
hia gett^ral hatred. iHis ^fethiH', whom he con> 
sddered aa his fiiVt ^Demjy^ had been already 
niffioieiitly humbled- for >)na pfeaeot purposesi 
although be stitt c(mtiempl^ed him «iA Miin* 
satiable hatred: ^the.AcboDlaiaater, his- second 
sppreSEor, was next.mari^ forveBgeanee. -N« 
lender, when it sita in its concealed idea swell- 
ing with venom, ever gloated with greater der 
U^t over the ineffectual strugglea of the -yior 
tim which it has entangledj than did Sn IJonfil 
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centemptate tlte tefrified efibrta of the pedaga. 
gm; around whom be had coiled a legal net, 
frem whidi he could only extricate biHU^ by 
ieiniag his cbanicter aM bis fortune bdiiod, 
aitd %iRg from tbe country as a frieodlesa out- 
okA Bud a beggar. Now it was that he dived 
into bis festering heart for ttw seedb of reveog*^ 
iriiicb he had so ouKtfuily tr«*tured up, otco 
from bis boyigh'dayB. 'Hi^ ntemory sat brood- 
Big uptn th« past tW it had hatched every dop- 
nant injury intoi new UEe, sod every grievance 
er inmlt, thiw re3tMciMted,"was tracked baok to 
it6 auAtn* with «<feettiig o£'reb«mted rmcow. 
Like an rniseen 'Uood4louw), be tracked tba 
course of his former sehool-fellows who bad erw 
cH^ImImI him^ and ' if ihey -still dwelt within the 
TCaf^efhi^vaiaiihiDatlontiJ they' were sure to he 
Tinted by aoaiH tuHar^ted: eahimny or diuMM* ; 
of whicb t^ey oould iMlth^r guess the cause nor 
discover <h« autbtM'. One by one as Iiis former 
eoenieH feltbefeie bim, his boaran swelled wi^ 
a'^toitiiiiDUe eAtisftaefion,- wbOe his success em- 
lAldetiedliii»,'ai;^tliai'he had graiifiedlMB ]oog 
cbaris&ed ^Mnoour againrt tndividuBls, to Ud a 
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more.geDenil defiance to that Rociety by which 
he ooneidered himself to have been aggrieved 
aad wronged. 

Judging of others by lus own feeHn^'he 
conoeiyod that he ^luld not tnore eS^taaliy ta-^ 
noy his neighbotir^ thiin by exciting their envy 
at his superior magsificeqce. It delighted him 
to fUl'tbem with wnilder as well- as jealousy ; to 
^eet whkb ' double object^ : oo oontriraooe, no 
expense was spared. His hoascdiold «lAte could 
not, indeed, be said 1» rival that of Cardinai 
Wolsey, who numberad e^ht hundred persons 
in bh regal establnkment ; but It was scarcely 
less prmcoly i^ben "Companed mitii 4hat of hie 
noble neigbboun.: Nothing igante bini ^;reater 
pleasure than the tido>of ihetSing of the Hiil 
bestowed upcMi< him- l^dRe'CoiumGn .people, for 
he affected a mimio sort- «( royidty in all his ao- 
tions. Music played whwoever.he entered attd 
quitted an apartment, in ocdex, as he said, that 
he might regalize his im^iuation- Dress, it 
has beai well observed, Migaients,, conaeiods- 
ness; — his was kingly ; — he exacted a profttund 
henuige from all who approatdtedhiw ;i.noiidld 
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lie eveD' issues wtarmt for killing a buck, with- 
intiinilsting 4he rajti style, and giving, it in 
due form, under bis seal and ugo maoud. 
Seated in bk m^strate's Am, he vas a mo- 
Barc^iOii:l]is throne;' ay, andastern one too; 
Hunv dntatied and trembied at than many a 
oroffned de^iot Exquisite vrines and ^the most 
oastly raridea he ide%hMd to jilaee before his 
gn&i^ but he was ^ fa jmself no' epieUTe; fais 
tnindi vm so abBovbed ill. minitteinig' to hit evil 
pMiMOBBi tkat hecared little «^out the gnuifica- 
tionsof the'bad)'.' '^thm^ hehsd no enjoy- 
sieDt d these deliBSJcieii' hoit«rdr, bis own table 
wdB -always kumjitnoii^ sepved-; and he- even 
coiUriveii'to extmctia^beiital fdeuure from in- 
dulgenoesdo.whibh'he 'lraa.BsnsuBlly indiffennt} 
by viewng tfaemoaB'fii'avtxiatiVaB fe ^ envy 
and hatred of 'idl/ thMevihoi.ihauId witness bit 
buperior stateand 'gi»ndeur. 
' Under tJie-fuU l^al powers irith which Sir 
Grileshbd so iniiautiomly invested him, be sold 
^•the'folnily poaseesioAs not Situated in Soraer- 
bAKhlrdt tot' th« purpose of t^jigrandixing the 
bliatein thuueif^bouriijoodof the Tor Houee,' 
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which he quickly began to coonder as )ub ownj 
for he nereF doubted that the rightful-owoMr 
would perish in the French wars ; and as to Ae 
boy Cecil, — he was in his power ; merely coo> 
temptible so long as he did not esaert Itfa 
claims, and easily disposed of wben be should. 
AH those who possessed ccHitlgnoas property, 
and *hoBe estates were waiited for the enli^ge* 
ment of his own, were 8don destined t« feet his 
power if they presumed to'opppse it. From 
that moment he marked them f&r destructitm. 
When two or three had ikllen victims to his 
diaboHeal machtn^ioos, others became inti- 
nudated, tod were ^ad to eell- their iaodu 
much beneath their value, and quit a nnghboup^ 
hood which was overshadbWed and-empoiaoBeA 
by this human Upas. Hopeless as it might 'bi 
to contend witb a man whb defied heaven, ap- 
peared to be suppoited by ' all -the evil cmes of 
eartb, and had the reputation of being allied to 
the powers of hell, th^re wete strlUsome spires 
too' generous and brave to submit taindy to 
such a monstrous, such an intolerable opprev- 
non. Indignant at the very thought of "being 
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thuB riidoldertfd ftom tbeir ancestorial seats by 
aa ifief^tiswte upstart, they bcddly threw down 
01B fipBQiittet, and defied lus enraity. That hu- 
bftieoxip 9tat« of society, ia which noblemen and 
g^tlemen oalled upon their vassals to attend 
tjiun in Uieir pmate feuds, still contiiininf to 
^nst in some of tbe remoter counties, tfaey went 
with, a trua of armed followers to the sessions, 
or' other puUio meetmgS) whwe they were like. 
ly to eacountor Sir Jiiooel ; but be ^tbeE out- 
Awabered tben. by «. stjU more numenma and 
foinnidaUe bud, ck fftv^ such infornutioii ai 
thnr Titdoat prooeadingB ab, placed himself in a 
favourable iight« and diew down upon his op. 
pouentfi some severe prohibition from the King^ 
at perhaps occasioned ^m to be summoned to 
London. , 

These vain endeavours to extricate themselves 
^m Iiis deadly grasp, only aggravated their fate. 
Coil by C(m1, ^nare by snare, net by net, he gra- 
dually wound his toils Around them, and so be~ 
leagueivd them with traps and pitfalls up<m every 
sd^ that they could not possibly escape him.. 
The @(isr Chamber, the Ecclesiastical Courts, 
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the liCgatine Court, tlie Court of Chanoery, — 
corruption, perjury, aad all the endless chicane- 
ries of th6 law were put in requi^ti<m against 
them, — until at last, despuring of other justice 
or redress, they were tempted to defy him to 
single combat. This was an altemative to which 
he was always delighted to reduce them. An 
. utter stranger to fear, confident in his personal 
vigour and skill as a swordsman, it was quite 
consistent with bis general system of caution 
and safety that the differeoce should be brought 
to this issue ; for he always reckoned upon dis- 
patching his adversary, and knew that no cog- 
nisance would ever he taken of a death thus in- 
flicted, especially wheie he was the party chal- 
lenged, not the original violator of the peace. 
Lord Dawbeney was the first thus doomed to 
be his victim. Sir Lionel passed his sword 
through his heart, and, deliberately wiping it 
with the skirt of his adversary's garment as he 
lay dead before him, returned it to the scab- 
bard, drew back his nostrils with a complacent 
expression, looked down upon the body with half- 
shut eyes, and contemptuously exclaimed — 
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" Thus 9Dda the lawtuU with my Lord Daw. 

beney !" 

Eager tp aveoge tb«ir friend aod ssigfaboukk 
g^r Iiouncelot Wallop, and the youn^r aoa ctf 
.Sir Hu^ TjrfiTor, succeesiTely called him to 
t|)fl.fie}cl; hut the dauntleas aod unctxiquenibU 
^ Lionel seeioodt viieftevex.he fougjit, tolioiy 
n>w the. lanoe of 4e«tb ; And U]«.gcDerouf .cbam> • 
pipiis wbp were to h^r^v exacted ntrijbutioQ iiir 
tb.e fate of Lord Danbeney^, dpomed to .feel On 
s^ine fatal swQrd tbriUug.tbiQUgh iheir bocUe^ 
w^ rtimorsdessly sent to join bina i« tbe grave, 

. From .tlu8 momei^t .his xepitfa^icn foe siffcery 
afid. eBcbantpieot> 4ud tbe belief that be was 
under the protection of dwmoos, : becaqge sq 
firmly estaUishedt that few had tbe temerity t4 
Impose biin either by tbe law. .or the sw4ad> and 
tb& King, pf the HiU, sa be casthis eyea over thf 
country in one d'^wtion, surveyed little tb^ 
did not constitute a portion of bia own wide, 
spread dom^p. Tjierg.' was cme rival, however, 
^ho not only pc^sessed uianora and lands interi 
8{isra^ Sn^iJS his property, which hebad hif 
thertp.bieep_unable to.Wrest from him iff all hif 
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manceuvreB, but whose buildings and posses- 
sions, sweeping along the champaln country in 
an opposite direction, almost as far as the eye 
could reach, threw hia own into a comparative 
insignificance. This was the mitred Sovereign 
of the Valley, as he was tenned in opposition 
to Sir Lionel, the Abbot of G-lastonbury, a peer 
of parliament, and one who, from a sense of 
duty and justice, had uniformly opposed the ar- 
rogant encroachments of the King of the Hill. 
As lowly and humble in heart as he was ex- 
alted and powerful in station, this pious and 
venerable man, considering himself the mere 
custodian of the abbey-property, refused to 
ahenate a single acre of its lands ; while as the 
father of his flock, and the protector of the 
neighbourhood from oppression, he had done 
his utmost to deifeat Sir Lionel's ambitious and 
unjust designs. Hence the rancorous animo- 
sity with which he was contemplated by the lat- 
ter, whom, in return, the Abbot viewed with a 
devout abhorrence, not only on account of hii , 
misdeeds, but from his intimate persuasion tliat 
he had formed some unholy alliance with the 
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powers <^ darkness. That a man of learning 
and enlightened mind should hastily entertain 
such an opinion, may appear strange to modem 
readers ; but it -should be recollected that at 
thfs sera the great enemy of mankind was so 
much more active than at present, and ereo so 
little scrupulous of exposing himself to public 
view, that the Lord Dacre hesitated not to at- 
tribute his disaster in Scotland to the presence 
of this terrific opponent ; a fact which the Earl 
of Surrey communicated to Cardinal Wolsey in 
his official dispatch, supporting it with the teeti- 
moDy of the whole company engaged.* If the 
pious Abbot entert^ned the opinion we have 
mentioned, before the ^tartlipg occurrences in 
the Chapel of Saint Mary, related in our last 
chapter, it may easily be imagined that his pre- 
vious suspicions were now ctmverted into cer- 
t«nties,' and that his aversion increased with 

* "I due not write. tjiewenderatbai my Ijord Dacre 
end all his company doo saye they sawe that night 
Tj' tymys, of spirits and ferefull sights, and unyveisally 
■a thbk company raye playnely, tiie DevHl ;waa Aat 
ny^ unoDgs than yj tyuys." 

'See EUit's Originai Letter*, voL I. p. S17. 
e X 
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^is new and irrefragable proof of his s 
ry'a unhallowed alliances. 

That our readers may understand the chfl> 
facfefG of the other leading personages in 'the 
Tor House, 'wjtiim whose walls we have con- 
ducted them, fre must, before we proceed with 
oiir narrative, slay a few words upon Dr.' 
Wrench, and hii qaondatai pupil Cecil Hunget.* 
ford. The 'former, *ho had originally entered 
college aa'a sizer, and had taken his d^greies 
with k 'prodigious reputatidn for scholarship, 
was one of those pedants, pedagogues, and' nm).' 
mutators, who, among bis broth«r-tnd1eB of lite- 
rature, had acquired a nAme by his Superidr 
tal^it at grubbing bis way In the dbrk, and the 
inde&tigable industry with vin<^ he fefteted 
underground, add after a]) turned up nothing 
but rabbiU). On the strength 6f some ela- 
borate' Latin annotations upon pcnnts of grata- 
mar, or trivial various readings in the clashes, 
he had been dubbed in some of their Encomia 
the Ilenchius nofefer, ' ahd the Benchhis enidJ- 
tissimus, whose fame was to descend to poste- 
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"rity uDder the w^Ktioa of these college barba- 
rians. His pursuits were at leait worthy of this 
Gothic appellatioa. The T^t that burrows he^ 
'neath St. Paurs Cathedral would be as compe- 
tent to form an opinion of its architectural 
-beauties, as would this mere grub wid book- 
■vorm. have been enabled to take an enlarged and 
compEeheOffl're view of literature. With «n 
exteuBive knowtedge of words and a profound 
ignorimce of thjngs} he c^qndcted language not 
AS a means, but as aoe^d which of its^ suffic- 
ed for all. Wisdoni) according to bis notions 
moB an extensiTe acquaintance with certain arbi- 
trary Bomids;ievery.thing enctoaed in a Latin 
abrine became a ddty at once ; and if its pro- 
sody were but ooKKCt, tt<e stupidest nonsense 
terse that evet Bchoojl-boy . and (iradus com- 
luned to hammer together in ,this Ifuiguage, out- 
weighed ihe Bublimest sentiments that could 
be embodied in an EngUi^ staoia. Even of 
Iiatin, boweyer> he knew nothing but the Ian-' 
guage, and the valuable classics which had been 
jW Ipt^ly discovered in Italy, excited in him no 
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further interest, tban as they lielped to-deci^ 
the root of tome obsolete word, or e^tle. aome 
contested point pf gnunmac. 

This leavned blockhexd hsd the |]iiefi»tHiE«:to 
;be diminutive and d^OTmed, wid^ thmki»g him- 
self maltreated :1^, nature, whilv he viewed:.bis 
more favowed feUowcreafuveB with envy, his 
mind becatneias thwatt and perverse as his 
figure. Rendered .stiU xaore sjiJeeBftil aod 
waspish by the-^aenrbBtioniofapproachin^^ge, 
he fo»Q.d ap vent for ^bis noaiicf cscejrt in tor- 
menting bis pqpils) 9 i^ilqge^ mbicb the habits 
of that senu-bBibanoBS'Lage'watiTRitted him to 
exercise without'.mfroyk'rit. may saeoi rtruige 
that such a tjicarRwufliaod/ Mialignaitt creature 
ahould crouch >downj,an(i"ae dwtiwl his nature 
as to faira»pqn:So'latfadi .with the jnoat im- 
plicit and al^t BilbnibaioHit aaditwUl appear 
etiU more ststnmgci -to'tnodeim tnkUqbs, when we 
state the reason of his tfaus .^preairatiBg lutnself. 
M'la scht^aatic' %nora»Dii.bad made bim&pro- 
fowd believsT in. the plutosofJier's irtooe, . the 
elixir vitae, ami all :the nyeteriea ;irf the occult 
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phitoBo^hip-; tmd «n intwrt^v with- OMrtielitii 
Agti|>pa, when that celebrated'oaagiciMiTUtUd 
Eogland, had obsthua^ confirmed hina in hia 
iuperedtion. Not «itly hw) be beh^ hie cele- 
lAratteii attendant spirit, in the liiape of a black 
dbg, with AeenAnantic uiBcrlpttoBB upob its 
etJIar; not only had he s«en 'the arehkHago 
with thkasrfBtaneepeffonila variety of magical 
attd Asfroloj^Cal'ewduU<tt8;"but "be'faad recaT- 
ed from tfaiD'iqoderQ'iAQslaiiuiaa'a' learned -wotk 
by the Abbot ilVitheifaiual entitled the Great 
Phnenix, whenHniifwaa ckarly p«>ved that the 
fealeUxirvite^voiild'itot onlybeitaw Kjuveni- 
■ceooe ufKin itft-forlunataipossbaMs', but enable 
him to ehoKKM anj^fanu "artnanty beauty in 
which to paad'Ius «eW'i|tfe;' ' The idea of recoj 
■rering his yoiitb, knd''of brtog'Tademnified for 
aUtbe MartifreationS'of-iiM'defdnniiy by b«com- 
mg a& T&mailsiaie'Sai^^ta'aieVey and GometineEs 
as be DoW va» ft» ati opi>09ite exterior, (a 
dwnge in the pduibititf of vhioh he was-the 
'Ric»e disposed tO"0enfide, because the bode in 
'^uieBtien vas viitten in Latin,) had taken siich 
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firm porfsemion- of- his mind, that it excluded 
every other pursttilf md occupied hi* thou^tfe 
by night and by day. 

. With' his ueoal' intuitjon- iafeo character, Sir 
Lionel bitd dncovered -^a foible,' and by pr«- 
tandiog to^ deep^ luiowledge «f alchemy, and 
datteiing diei^poorcnioked' pedant with hopea 
«f attaining-'the grand, eilxir, he had convert^ 
him into hiBBtave^readyttoeaemte all hia pur- 
poses,, in the hopeidf diis ^eat fieal rewud. 
Varioui drcu'nistatioea «im1< oaAxt obserratioBd 
haviag- impressed tiie ddotor vith a detaded 
conviction that hig patnm iBaJBtaiaed a Regret 
correBpMidetuie'Witb'itbk pOvq|8 of 'darkneas/- he 
had the gT«atw con&detoee in his sueoem, wmI 
devoted himself the mort! blinoBjrto bis de«gns. 
Ini point of fact. Sir lAOUBMniiomx wasted a 
few pounda in- punaH'''of ths' -philoeopher's 
^ose ; but faavit^ Obtained a iHiowledge of Ui« 
t^rmsof tbe lilack act, aadealight insight into 
chemistry,) be went- bo -Airthir : his HaturftL' 
^rewdnesa subdued'hisctjpidte^y.and he absm 
^oned dehisiom&ff Tt^tieg, ,The cnidblea^ 
dembieg, and rettais, by xaeana o( which be 
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te own miDd) and tbe materislB upon irfiick 
he was to operate were the fsKn and fflflirs, 
Ibt vices tkad plutioos of' his: fellow-c^Mitdres. 
Fw lia Imrpote, however, of'ihrpdng the dock- 
tor, vhxtee dblurioB he keenly enjoyed, he kept 
ap his laboratory and ita appaiatiu^ occaaoai- 
iUy efirolIiBg hlmicif of - tfae orew itf **Uiiid 
buBfcards dut Uow'at tbe'coalt^-imd iankh)|t 
Aperimenta to «dvante Ae ' nMuff^ton, and 
prepare the m ag ii tejitim,- -^^aaevor : tbe mtwa 
and pUnets ver(r in ^tfcvouniblft eonjullcti(« for 
such mjrstiealafKiiialigCH.-'." ^■- - i . 

Afe» reriBCdiag Um fatud* '«nid character, 
and narrow er persetted' miocb «( tbe gaolrav, 
it makes the heattiblded^' «nd the pen recoil, ts 
draw tte pi»tnih)4if IthncJvititiiiU Jtialikerbe 
painful -delineatiiiti fliat fiusta the dove bleed. 
Mgin't^'Ubraft-.trftlwitak^jre, or tbe gentle 
lamb paifntating'benalk tbe Au)g»(^ tbe w^. 
Cecil Htingerfnd: vbs one oi dwse delioatf^ 
frflgde, andafanost rthwealfomts which at wee 
lead' you to- etpect a eorreipondcnt gentleneta 
aafl ibfiOement 'of jndn^ Ab.&jouUi, helud^ 
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the look of sn angel, and the meat dioiniot mi 
not uitworthy «f its shrine. Of the flMst rptov 
celaht that luttnre nunufK^npes, \m Slir-, tiMlt- 
pareot akin revealed tumry minute bnux^Ri^ <X 
the blue veltn' beneath itt enlarged ' inteAeet 
was legiU^ in his high' fbr<Aeftd -Wti 'finely 
exfuitided bt(6w'; 'irhil^'tbe loT^ MA'whkh hh 
heart WaS'fflled'ncp«nd«d"itEKlf'bver bis wlJiA 
and ariiit^reniiuntt^tttwi'^lA.'ftsUietltat sl^tt^ 
orgkniif^;' tinHed 'fol'-Al'^KdHdoi^ lAiSrttVb 
mhrd,' needed' th>e "t^ldleW&t' tjWti - to preserve 
that exquisite adaptKtloii">whkh'ooul<t aldne 
ensble them twdevelbple>theJtfr««tte0tive-fMukiek 

-itithout ^0r6atMAg««^rf'>ane'l «jiMher,-x tmd 
denltfgin^' th«- l&f^f^etAallMei '«P tfie wha)«. 
So f^rftotHhis ttipferft-rttfin^ BrtJ^ sffth fijstertwg 
tVeatment;- b&'h«d'6e#il'<*fwtedj'iven ftom blk 
eariy'dayv/ttft^ liK^dliiVofi«tA'ftH(c«k«t md 
innracMBMteDs/poidtd^'^iAree^Md^Ag^nEt' l!he 
whotewtae^ ex|«uidHli it^Wa '^^lltttsj' sad 6>ti- 
erdsed »wi(K ft I'efineb^t^^rf'^^-f'ihd'Cniehy 
that niigbt- irelt' biiW ^Htfsetlted 'a^ miAd<'^ 
toughei'-ibr*!."'''^" nurirq wd "i i,. : .1..* W.-^ 
--Wh^n the-d^h'ef unt^dd %^g(ift'ti) ^SitMH 
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4h«m«Ql¥ea ia the bomMa of, Si«.I«ieii«], Jte cm- 
ten^tcil Uri« infortuo^e -ycvh mib «o nil 
«7»v'a>'tbe wl^bwr: tOr.faisMh<^)e»;Tliut« m hit 
te»t4blitAed.iByfltero'«f/-caHtjoQ.«p4 wTetjr fgr^ 
hfUllt^'.-^^m MiAencet. be ppfflcwd, tongi and 
f^^yibpwlM^>«&Hotts dee^9.jrn4g)Tt^be bievt 
wcMHfedb^ioraA, 4iinip4#oae*'ie?yi6ffH«tiw, 

wpatit8tws^yy;ijy»4iif.be.*Ru!|[i.pUber eflect 

44ial p(lWiaii^r*f»ftipJ^jOif;.W* i||i*ipw)J*J( would 
Bwiiy 1 WpJdft hs»i t*rppp^iW»^ .tbrt . g«w(iia»- 

fttup wl«^ »^ (BftW,.te ,^pmtwitb the •¥t«n. 
|tmi(fc.ii(u»v!n-^^-Wth-,iWfloity.ior:idwioy be 

he •eoBcfuyed: .lit^t:j9lbwietil^'>d«^gB di«D h» 

I0>u«d«d l^n(¥^)-,A«4 llie< cbeaic^ sIdU. b« 
had ac^uirpd in his pursuit of the pbiiosbphn-'s 
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fi^rta and optksl Ulaanms were disfdajred -be- 
fore ihe boy's bewikl««d ejet irhen be had 
beea suddenly (nrak«ied intbe dead cf night. 
•From the fioenesB of bis gcmral orgiiBuatlaB 
I^H eu was siagtd»rly susceptible, a qodity 
uriach apcMttaaeovuly uodalated hu-m^odious 
.yoke, better tJiao oould b«ve been' aceotapUsbed 
hy the nost cai^hU ttdtioAj but wUcfa at th£ 
ume tue oc«lfli«iied bHn-to be-sS^ted to A 
morbid exseas of irritation, by any hart^ - or 
diMODant Mauds. Of' .this teodency the mou 
cruel advantage bad been taken. Clanking 
chains, 'datonabbig'fMiwders,tbe'blast of crack- 
ed tnunpets, .and' o^ieir bcUTid elangours, 
ftjgbteniog the siltnoe of: vi^it, poured soch 
agtHiy into }m ear^ andUtovrtiDlo Hit soul, tKot 
his senses were generally- dtopified and stamed 
during the whole oi ithr^lolloiriBg day ; «itd a 
cQDtiouaoce af omibir iaifliotioaa, combined with 
tbie privation (^ sleap^' sooa-'tbmtezied dior 
tt4al alienatipn. ■■'■ 

■ IbfRfts in this state of 'beirilderaietit, wheal 
days ^. jtupor auceeflded to Bi^ts c^ m«ddenii% 
teisBi^ !^ ^Brer Lb«t Doctor Wrench tnu 
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engaged Bs-bds tutor; a&d, chcx^ngtb tenH him 
idle wheaterer he wiu ezhaiuted, and Btupiil 
mken be was a^ost, proceeded to gratiiy his owd 
Hudignity, and af^^valte the poor boy's Wrelch- 
edness, by ebdoiTotnmg to fl(^ him into tran- 
qaillk; and aduteuess. The resnh was pre. 
(dsdly what Sir Liond ^ had aniadpated i con- 
fused and fiomwRled^ :tbe imdcHtunate Cedl be- 
«aine at titnes InoapaUe of> Bliidy, whenbe'was 
taxed with iiDbe<ility> aod idiocy; or at other 
patnoeotawaa goaded.into such abernitiotis as 
would, idmoat justify A durge of fetsporory 
liisacy. NatunAy, -hdwevcr, Ms inflect was 
MOguUrly (fttxk and.iprecocioiis, and occaEion* 
ally bunt thraii|^ tBe ckiuds that over^iadow. 
ed hiKmiad'like'a'<brittiibM' gl^nn of sunshine 
thrm^ the ibist and Bterm. 
- Nptwit^itwdiog tkeae lutid latelrsJs, lie was 
fermftliy detslarad by tbe Doctor to l)e idiotic, 
or at least ki imbanle as to be incapable of in- 
struction, and he accordingly redgned his tator- 
Aip/ , Sir Lion^ taok; godd care that this fact 
llmwldtbe blazoned abroad^ and baring indein- 
nU ed tlte Doctor by app^ntiog him his private 
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aecretarf, he abandoaed oil further peraecutipn 
and coiupu-ac; a^Dst Cecil, not &om cont. 
punctioii], but because, as it was oov unnoc^ 
■arj, tt would be a mistake, vhkh in bis csti-> 
mation was itlway» worse than a crime, Tohia. 
igmranoe too, and wantof educsdon,.beloi»k^ 
fc>rii'aTd as pEoofi that tnigbt be adduced wheur. 
ever the; should be rpquif ed(- in cocfinnaUoa .<if . 
his imbecalHy. , Moat,hfffiy was Jt Cor his^vic* 
tim^thatbe wfts upon, this calculation abandooed' 
to himsalf ; ' for alongei: ^xftqsiM^ to.nich af^mlr 
ling cruelties, at oncptorturivg, the saasea.and 
bewildering. the appr^bepvofit vo^kl have.inlal-. 
liUy terminated in a fiji^ #nd in^^iable aiad*-. 
ness. As it was, bis. nfiq^. 49^1; itecovened its 
eiiuUibrium] still ^dt^'t^^fH^wtl^'disocdered- 
from the shocks it bad tjeifwt^ W sl^^nle with a 
morbid sensitiveness irofo fdl .'Omttipt with fellow- 
cteatures from yhxaa b« [^d ^noouqtered oo* 
thing but oppresnmi; while-.hi§. total wnat ot. 
instructioo upon spm&^f tbfi.cQcnpfqoei^ poin^ 
oC knowledge, mi^t eauly pei^ada.a supciy 
fijtnal obfierver that be iwju a , ii^ural ,unT 
plftm).. :\ 
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His fine inteliect, however, unassiel^ aaA 
utii^Dliited as it was, coutimied to develope 
itseVduriOg this period, altliougli in a manner 
wBMf, froin' the eeeebitidty h' dt^yed, &- 
vbilivd the gener&l opinion of fits fctufty. 'flie 
orcrtlowing' love' and ' afifertloa wWt* his bwa 
■pecies seemed tohavo rejMted,'' etksid Ifeem- 
B^v«s the iadi«'«buAd«atl^ upon nature and 
thfe briite creafion, ■ IE* Whre^ spaniel was his 
fH^Tld' and JnseparltUe' Compaiiibn; 'the earth 
was his ttiieti^^ dtMA WhtM^ b^dttfu( featorec 
he would" srt'aM'^ili'fdr'fioUrsj rapt in bb 
iirtense deligtrt;'%!fli*'fe*r''touW eomprehend, 
tfiough ■l<ial(y"'4o^tf rtdicble Or pity it. The 
natural wtrM lie Wuld'adifiife and nnderetand, 
bbf-*he6toiarti(!J''(*Jtliiplll!!tW and revested 
Hm: Witfr h* -ttitfStteJea' tbfe otcapatibna of 
manldnd;%i< iaWth^t'tli^^r^at business was to 
ddrtrfe; pfflaio;ie,'p^*secirt*, ogress, and destroy 
theii'ftlkjW-cifeaWn*s,ii'bifetbeir great recreatfon 
^H WextebAitte-aA^epr^ites to the beasts 
oPA0'€eId: '^'Of tSe^sHtei'Tie tipenly declared 
hW-Bbbffrreifte' to 'firfd sports he jwDfesMd 
an equal repugnance. He had no objectibn'to 
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or a means of defcDce RgiunBt Tiolencie; faati 
when they wanted hiol to tilt and fij^ mth 
other youths of his own age, qwrts «^ieh Ik 
kbew to have irft«n ended in maiming ix death/ 
be resolutely declined, declaring that ht> daced- 
uot wantonly nln the risk of defacing Godla 
image. These flagtaat hetesies were univtx-* 
aally attributed to mentid imbecility and cow-' 
vdioe,.aiul he was Beldom spolieD of, even by. 
those \^o [Otied and wished lam weU,.' othernise 
than as "poor Cecil Hungei{(»d,. the craveu 
and the idiot" 

A circumstance oocnrred.sbtwtly before Dud-< 
ley's arrival, which had deepened his mehm- 
cboly into a moiliid fediiig of self-abaaement, 
and increased ^hat me^aqg^i Iotc ol scditude 
which Sir liionel, io Irriting^ to bis father, had 
stigmatized with the nans of sulUnness and' sfu- 
por. To vary the dulnees of her stately life, 
Miss Fitzmaurioe, in the absence of a mcare eli- 
giUe vocalist, had occasionally sent .&t him t» 
aag to her, or accompany her when sbe played' 
onthe virgiaab, an office fw wWeh he ,w«» adi ■■ 
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unnUy qualified by his fine vcice and iatuidve 
Ic&owletlge of masic. A youth bo suacepliUe m 
CJedl VDuld hardly eonteinplato her sparkluag' 
beliuty unmoved ; Ae was the only female irath 
«hMii h» had opportunity to ocwTene, the only 
beki^ almost who hid condeaoeaded to Dotiee- 
ikm, and theadmiratiaB with which be bad al- 
wSfS' beheld her, usctontwiously ripened into a 
wanner feethtf^ of bandtmeis, as this intercourse, 
dif^t as it was, tiontinaed. <^atiHide came to 
fiMter the latent passioa. Oi^ain Basset, who 
had b£en constituted aian-t'of' keeper over him, 
And who generally accompanied haa wbeo be 
was allowedue pass'tbe gates, was initated by 
intoxication to «rd«pr Um into' doie oaufimcnent 
ftte w^m trivlat o^ inu^aity 'offimoe. Beatrice, 
who ha^^ned tobei passing at the moment, not 
ttiity rebuked faitn -witii suoh s petulant saptsnity 
»6 presently 'soberad Iwu, iuit forfcaclding him at 
hid' peril- to eioiforte his tbreat of impiisoament, 
bdre tff his rescued oharge' to aeoompsny her in 
tHi^g. FasuoTS <^ any sort alffays deejalyaf* 
f^eUA'Cedl; dH«wa* too muab fbr bis Hssibi^ - 
Uty( md, malting intt* tears whtnlM oagbfto: 
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hare begun to sing, be let die mu^-book drop 
from his hand, ud looking at Beatdce walh ;an 
expcnnoD of reqieotfut teodemeu exd^iACjd — 
" What a l]ap{HaeBs would it be to me— vhftt a 
chmge wQcld it make in my uiaerat^ exiateooe 
—if 1 mi^t be permitted to love you!" 
' Beatrice, vlio considered this unpremedita>ted 
effusion of gratitude as a more- f<Hiii&l declavfr- 
tioD of stUchmentt and e^ex of tuB hajid, tbaa it 
was really meant to oonvey, instantly reddened 
deeply^ the fire flashied!fromJ»or^es,.and draw- 
ing heiaelf np^mtb an air.of luroiid scorn, that 
positive^ diKfigumiher beauty* the indigoaotly 
replied— " Leve. me, Sir!— tbetO/wbom- 1 per- 
mit that bonotir: must be neither.a boy nor an 
idiot r At these muda^e idrnt up the.ioatru- 
mentt and waliidd haughtily out of . the rooQi, 
leaving Cedl complebcly overwhelmed with 
vretchedneBe and humiliation. . Fnmi l^t mo- 
ment she had neTer BfK^n - to him or noticed . 
him, and the almost beoken^bearted yoHtli 
■eemed to find no consdation, except wbenttte 
Goidd lescape from -thoae who woe q>pointed:'t» 
VBtobihinv and. bury himself amid tb« «ild. 
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solitudes of tbe M^idip HUk, or in the dark 
loneliaesB and rileace of Wok«y Cave. 

We thah mention only one other circumatance 
which hod contributed to flU his mind viA a 
^rknes8 snd doubt, that at times aknost drare 
him to defipiair. The lEghf of lus reason bad 
not been so obscured, but that from an obser- 
Tdnw of the beauty, older, and bannony of the 
external «<»M, he-wasimbited nith a deep senie 
(rf' natural nligion, .ii4iose ddef alemeats were 
henefic^tce and lo^a. These 'impressions veve 
utterly at variance ^ilh' tbe fiook of Legends, a 
tissue d absurd -MileEl, traditi«ui and miracle*, 
irfilch hfld'been piit-into'his hands as a rule of 
fiuth and a guide ot tife ; and v4wd he frankly 
oonfleesed to Father Ikrtabas, who vas the sole 
spiritual authority attheTbr'Hbuse, his disbe- 
U^ of such paeriHtiest'he-Mas'fierariy dencmnced 
as a heretic, and thveatencd nitfainhmy in this 
worldt and eternal toiineBtB in theoext. Terri- 
Ited, but not convinced, he ooncealed his doubts, 
aAdafJaia took'reA^ in seolutioa and solituda, 
etity tofiod that the incomprebensible darkness 
hnd mystery in fibidk the {»VBdBt wosld had- td- 
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ways been involved, was now extended to the 
next, and to feel with increased anguish that be 
was considered as an outcast from both- The 
beautiful temple of his mind was in &ct in ruins, 
not such ruins, however, as are occasioned by 
the lapse of time or the progress of natural 
decay, but rather resembUng the dilapidation 
of some new and perfect edi6ce, which a sodden 
convulsion of nature has shattered, and which 
the skill of the architect may speedily re-esta- 
blisb in all its pristine majesty and glory. 
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CHAPTER II. 

. , Dovn stain ttuey )ielter->k«|ter fdl, 
Sow, constable, cronea, rustics — all — 

Wliat witched revet 
It tJib? «ad i>hat i* jrondcr Bprit«, 
The.cau4e(tf all their wild offrigbt — 

An imp or devil f 

It will be Tecollected that on the morning of 
the day when the minstrels'* feast was celebrated 
at the Tor House, Pierre had received instruct 
tions to set out at im early hour for Wells, in 
order to settle with Sib Fawcett of The Tables, 
and bring away his master's effects ; a commis^ 
HOn in which he found too much pleasure not 
to execute it with the most punctual alacrity. 
Among the various curionties which Dudley's 
command of money had enabled him to purchase 
Id Fnnce,:tuid which were carefully bestowed in 
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hi) huge valise, was an autunatical clock, of a 
construction which, at that period, had not been 
introduced into England. Fa^itHied according 
to the barbarous taste of the age, the dial-plate 
was su}^rted by a grotesque monster Equatt«d' 
upon its haunches, in the style of those hideoin 
figures that are frequently encountered in' 
Gothic architecture ; in (»<der to increase its 
frigbtfulne&s of appeAmce) the mouth and eyes, 
the latter of which were formed of false dia- 
monds, were made to open and shut vtth e^ery 
vibration of the interior works, and at the ex- 
piration of every. Iwur it started up erect, and 
struck the time with a large brass wuid. This 
alanning piece of neahaaism DutUey had wound 
up on his arrival at The Tables, in order to be 
sure that it Iwd sustained no injury by its long 
journey, and havii>g seen with great pleosiire 
that it performed all its functiiais satisfactorilyj 
he had lefi it in a recess of the wall when he 
departed tor the Tor House. Shortly after he 
had quitted the premises, the unfortunate Irfadc 
sow, whidi was considered to be bewit^ed^ 
found its way from the puUic room, where it 
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mts a frequeat eleemosynary visitant, up into 
the Horn Chamber. This expedition, bowerer, 
wai not so secretly accomfdithed, but that 
Diclwii's eyes, which had the adVantt^ of look- 
ing two or three ways at once, detected the 
trespass ;- and having provided himself with a 
sticli, he i^oceeded forthwith to execute an un< 
ceremooious ejectment upon the intruder. 

In the p«formance of this intention he dart- 
ed rapidly into the room, but bad no sooner 
arnved apposite to the -demoniacal object we 
have described, than his progress was suddenly 
arrested, the stick fell from his hand, his hair 
bristled up, and ins eyes, for the first time in 
his exist^ice, became fitted in a central and 
straightforward stare, which continued for a 
few eebonds, when he set up a discordant yell 
of terror, and rushed down the stairs much 
faster than hehad ascended. IKssonant as the 
sound was, Sib Faveett histantly recognized 
the vcooe <^ her darling diild, and hurried into 
the tap-room^ i^iere she found him eurromided 
by a host of guests and customers, all eagerly 
questioning him. as to the cause of his outcries, 
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as well M of the alarm wbich was still broadly 
kgible upon his paoio^triaken countenanofti 
At sow aa the urchin could recover breatli 
sufficient, he declared, although in an incohemat 
BUmner, that one of the devil's- imps was sitttpg 
upon the wall o£ the Horn Chamber ; diat he 
had seen him make faces and wink his eye at 
him, and then heard him uhuckle and cackle in 
Ins throat with laughter ; and finally, that the 
bewit^d sow was rubbing ber shoulder aguosl 
the wall ri^t under him I Some of the audi- 
tors a£^ted to treat this comlnnatifm ai horxofa 
with d^sicH), declaring that the tx^ must hare 
be^ mistaken altogether,' or that the wbola 
might haye been^ the coinage of his brain, whicbr 
he bad been enabled to see, by his eyes having 
Enieh a constant t^ideBcy to peep into his own 
head- This solution of the mystery wa& taken 
io prodigious dudgeon- by Sib Fawcett, who in-^ 
d^antly rejected the in^Mitation of. his seong 
further than other folks, and taking him. upon 
berknee and fortifying his cofirage.with a glasa 
of cordial, she drew from him so ciroumstanti^' 
asd at.tbe same time so ajqwUing, >fi fuxHaap 
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&t tbe apimkioii, that the mmt inoreduloug 
begaa to look serious, and suddenly dropped 
t^ bantering tone in which they had first 
spoken. ' 

' Not ttn individual of the vbole sBseinMage 
had' liitherto e^red to mount tbe stairs ud 
use (he evidence of his oiwn eyv«, although eeve- 
rarhfid strenuously recoiBnieBded Sib Favcett 
to do 90, offering to bet a no^n of ale that it 
would turn out lo be nothing. The prudait 
hostess had much more serious misgivings upon 
the subject than she chose to avow; for not- 
withstanding all she had cautiously urged in 
justification at Sir Lionel's character, she fully 
shared the general opinion concerning him ; and 
bad no sooner learnt that Dudley was ^und to 
The Tor House, which she looked upiHi as a sort 
of pandfemoniomt than she thought it highly 
probable he might be carrying thither a supply 
(^goblins and evil spirits. Should one of these 
have escaped, or have been left behind by nua- 
take, than which nothing was more likely, tbe 
Horn Chamber would infallibly obtain tbe repu- 
tation al being haunted, tmless the intrtider were 

VOL. II. D 
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quickly exorcised and ^)ected ; . a process which, 
however expedient it might be, she had not fJbp 
sinaUeat inclio^tion to perform in her ovd per- 
son. With the ready iovention of fear, she .d«-. 
clared.that she had made a vow never to tqed^ 
agun with that unlucky black tow up st«ii;;, 
but that she would give any <one a quajtt gt aile 
who would take her staff and tum it out. of the 
room. She held up the .weapon and poured 
out.the foaming, rew^, ^bjif both remained 
unclaimed. One of th« CQ^ifwny moted to go 
up town, another down, town^ a l^jrd walked 
oi)t of the room without obsfrYfttion, a fourth 
followed him under pretence 0/ Itri^ging him 
back, and three p; four,inoi;e actui^y declared 
that they were ,pot thif^y ;, when S^b spykfg 
the constable in the dgpr-way, tep4:^red him the 
staff, commanding Jiim, in virtue, of his office, 
to preserve the king's peace, ^nd tym out the 
intruder, who for aught .she knew to the con- 
trary might be a thief come to rob th^ house. 

" Mass 1 Sib," answered the constable ; " if 
heixfi> the Tablea ta the validomeof adinfly- 
'pnti it*fi a (jear case' of assault and battery by 
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lav ; and 1, Matthew Mumps, as a constable of 
■Ae hundred, am bonDd to interfere for pre- 
MJTvadon of the peace of the l(ing. Marry, I 
buofr my duty, and if such were the case, I 
would quickly iinroost the paltry puckfist, pum- 
mel falin with my.battoon, and lodge him in 
the little-easfe to feast upon peas and heans till 
the sessions. Cogswounds ! neighbour, I would 
make faim smokti for It ; fbi- It must be a stout 
ruffler, and' one that wilf shed blood freely, that 
woOld' 6ppoB6 Matt BtumpB with the king's 
staff in his hand, and the king''s law on his side. 
But look*». Sib PawcGtt, this is no constable's 
matter rijiless yotk Can prove peace broken or 
pence stolen : the felon is entitled to luB benefit 
of clergrj"! 't 's *■* afr^i*" of ^he spirituality to 
deal with spirits, and, by (he mass. 111 not run 
risk of ti pr^eniitnire, or perhaps be clapped into 
the Legantiile 'Court by the one-eyed king in 
the scarlet cap' for exceeding my authority." 
The swaggering manner inwhich this speech 

■ n»Bi8Donplalnt:^ <md olhk ey«ay Cwdiiwl Wol- 
seyslwa^wweit opvereil witb k flapj oa whish accevBt 
Us portruts are all drawn in profile. 

Da 
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was delivered did not deorive Sib, yiho exclaimed 
in an angry vcace — " By my £ackinB ! I always 
knew thee for a right dunghill-cock in spite <^ 
thy loud crowing. — Hearken to him, my mas- 
ters, — 

He obideB and be ohstten — he pratM and he ^ttws. 

He ditters ssd be clatten, be meddlee uid he smitten — 

but when there's any chance of a cracked coC' 
tard, the cowardly doddipate ever talks big and 
fights shy. Away, thou dawcock. thou bully- 
chicken I here's Will Mattock 'shall take my 
crab-tree staff and purge my house of tiie black 
sow and all other trespasiers, and be glad of a 
foaming quart for hispains, I warrant me." 

WiH, who had just entered the house, clapped 
his hands, cried "done!" seized the stick, ' 
chuckling to himself at the tbou^t of the good 
bargain he had made, and was just proceeding 
in search of the black sow, when one c^ the 
company whispering him that he might expect 
other block customers bendes the sow, and re- 
vealing to him what Dickon had seen, he drop- 
ped the stick and his under-jaw at the same 
moment, and stood still, gazing upon the wall 



.it>,Goog[c 



THE TOB HILL. 63 

with a fixed and sttAid stare. Somewlist in- 
dignant at this attempt to overreach bim, by 
Nnuggling the devil inta the et-a^era at an 
agreement, which pretended to have ref»«nce 
oal; to the black sow, he shook his head 
reptbachfuUy at the" hoBtesa, excluming — 
'* Dang 'ee, Sib, thee beest a deep one, but thee 
casten't (^ouse Will Mattock ; for an I get one 
of BedzehuVs horns in my stomach, it baint 
a quart of thy twi^nny that will jdaster the 
wound." 

Luckily for the hostess, who began to be at 
her wit's end fm- a champion, the precentor of 
the church at this moment made his appearance, 
a pragmatical little per9<»if^, with a vny cle- 
rical look, his robe being black with a budge 
collar, bis head shaven, his beaid square-cut, 
and his pickerdevant sprinkled with rose water. 
This formal figure she addressed, with much 
.more than her usual courtesy, by the title of 
your reverence, making a brief statement <^ the 
premises, and soliciting his aid as he belonged 
to the church, and it was a spiritual affair, 
towards casting out her mysterious visitant. 
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The pr^coiUir, whose functions htd never nh 
tended beyand inttructiDg the boys of die ohoiE 
in unging, wa» pot kss gratified by the tftle 
bestowed upotthintt th«a by hie assutance \3aDg 
ivquired in a^derical matter of this importaaoey 
and b|e .ocootKUDgly proffered his serVices with 
an air of potnpow eondetcenttoat at the sanw 
time he declamcUfaia.JMfief dttt tbtf.hdvgiibiia 
was neith«c.in{m.nQr,JBU ithan an-twl, a moD- 
key, or.GKHneaoiiiial'faclDn^og tbthe'^Dtlemsn 
who had reeotily quitted the Hoin <31uuid)eTt » 
supposition that seemttd l^e jnoic probable vheo 
it was xecoUeoted tha*. ke. bnd nedently 'arrived 
from abroad s'.&nd^eiaDgrily tainted hiaAudl-' 
tors for thetv (inu)eBCBa-i:tO' supcntitiint and 
oredulity, wUcih. Ue-.prtmniQeed' to be the b«> 
setting ah of Uwt ipof t! of i Some-aatsfaire. How- 
ever, as be admitted, thai devils were indisputa. 
bly abroad, aaddnt- no. {dace wias more like^ 
to become theit baantthan a pubbobouse, he 
confessed that it would be; tight to assail the 
object in qnestiom with the spiribial anu« which 
h&took upon himself to do; appeaJing iotb^ 
Dompsny for protecting liiiB. with the srvi'of 
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fledi, -siiould it prove, aa he erpected,- s<kn« 
sOaiif^ and perhaps tavnge aoinuil. 

In pursuance <^ thia arrangement he' drew 
£roBi ■ beneath hie robe a large tmd^oner, or 
beoL <^ anthems^ with the music notecl, jiv 
quiring wfatiher aay of tfaem coiM read-pric^- 
song, and aocoiapany btm in dte " Dqinine, ex- 
audi," or the "Dais, in ■ci^vsnuQu,'" or th« 
"Oatende flobKi^^.' f^mfing. tbat none.of the 
party, coi^ undEEtaliB:'Aus.>£u-i h« expressed 
his wonder -n^reltherf bad :b^n bora and bred, 
and turned. to,iteiXDamuo£^<he palenxwter, in 
wbicbth^tidl iproieised ^ tibflity to join him. 
He then deiiiedi t^eorto provide tberaselTes 
kMi auch iveapuais and akave*- as were at hand, 
aad pladng )uaiMtf:«tlfa*friiead with Ms open 
book, began to: amcfld'that^iurs, followedby 
acoUec^on.whicb, by firesbiarrivals from witK- 
Qut, h9d'Aow^becane| a.'littlemob of anmed rus- 
tics. "L«cikiUltty.!''':oried Sib Fawcett, as she 
marked dieformsl nature. of theseipreparotions, 
t1 here'a: a coU and ft to4o about no worse a holfc' 
giri>Iia, I warrant mc, ttian a stray ov\, which 
Iwondd chuck«>ut.of window myself, but. that 
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I caoDOt quit my Dickon, who still trembkt 
aod quakes like a furmenty pudding; wouldso't 
like a drop of dill-water, my darling, or a 
mouthful of guiddany P" 

" No, mother, no," repUed the urchin with a 
distasteful look as if he nauseated the very idea 
of eating — " I feel 9o queasy and qualmiBh that 
I'm sure I couIdn^t fancy any thing but a howl 
of wh or tie-berries and clouted cieiuD.'' 

" And that thou shall have, my poppet, in a 
twinkling, even though I robbed the cheese- 
press." While she was proceeding upon thii 
errand, tlie precentor, followed by his posse, had 
gained the door of the Horn Chamber, where 
he halted, took out a pitch-pipe, and having 
sounded a note, and bidden them observe that it 
was B flat, be held up the antiphoner with bis 
left hand, pro bono publico, and marking the 
time by raising and lowering the other, white 
he ducked his head in accordance, as he had 
been accustomed to do when instructing the 
young choristers, he marched into the room.. 

Relying on the support of the . main body, 
and keeping his eye glued to his book for fear 
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at enoountering the s'r^t of the demon, the 
lesder of the band preserved his courage much 
better than his immediate folloverg, who no 
sooner gained a glimpse of the monster gaping, 
winking, and chuckling, as we have described, 
with the sinister and ominous black sow en- 
trenched beneath it, and looking very suspici- 
ously at the assemblage, than, exhibiting various 
manifestations of dismay, they prepared for ab- 
sconding from the apartment. They 'who were 
behind, curious to know the meaning of this 
agitation, not only prevented retreat by block- 
ing up die .Tiarrow door-way, but gradually 
forced tlie fdremost nearer and nearer to the 
i^>pal}tng figure ; while the exorcist, who had 
' yet seen nothing, though he had a shrewd sus- 
picion that all was not right, sang louder than 
ever, an act of devotion in which he was utterly 
unsupported by the rest of the party. Imme- 
diately behind him stood Will Mattock, who 
finding it imposdble to escape, and rendered 
I desperate by his terror, put liis left arm round 
the singer, so as to convert htm into a sort of 
^ield, and, raising his bludgeon, was about to 
D 5 
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inflict a furionft blow upon the monster, wben 
its jaws and eyes opened wider than ever, it 
Btood up erect, and began to strike the heur I 
At this appalling lotnid, which the fears of the 
auditors conTorted into a shrill trumpet <rf de- 
fiance, a panic terror took instent posaessiooof 
their hearts ; the pFcaeotor, who naw gained 
a peep of &e croving demon, uttered a yell 
which was n^m-Yod. ob thcfflgiuil few ^ratentl 
flight, and ihestanderBOulaide the. door, beinf; 
thrown down ia^tl)ie'tocrent, die- whole collected 
mass rolled ovet.ooe Uiotfadr down the stairs. 
Of this £an>tipal^e opportunity the black sow, 
who had oonudeoed' the hoflttle.iarcay as, marr 
shalled against berslf) took ladvaittage to oran- 
mence a preeipdltate retreat over the bodiesof 
her prostrate aauolants, .nibich. she had coily 
half accomp^EJiod, w^n finober the (kig turn- 
ed her back; so tfaat^ beloce. she fioaUygot 
away, she had trampkd two. or three ttmesover 
the falienj impresting them with .tbe ooavjction 
that a whole legion of devils were datMiii^ the 
hay upon their fleeh, and proportionaUy ag. 
gravating their terror and their- outcries: while 
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Sib Fawoett, iittracted by the daiqoui; entned 
die public room just in time to see her darling 
Diokon sprawling in a puddle of dauled cream, 
his prostration baring been the last piece of 
miscluef perpetrated I^ tha utduolcj' black sow, 
before die made her fibal; eioape into the road. 
' The hostess and her disordered family had 
ppesaitly tha whole of the" haunted house to 
themsdvce, and wootd piobably have foUoved 
the common exaii>|dB by^iacidoiiiiig the fu-e- 
mises, butlhat aoiae of tbefugittTet, having ea- 
countered FatJier AftmabaBy and related to him 
the whole (^the: my>steriou» oocurrence, had 
prevailed upon him to tender his oseistance 'in 
dispogseasing'tfae Tablos of its diabohcal inmate. 
The raonk^ who ■was a vei^- djferent character 
from friak' Frankydnd who,'from the description 
of the monster and bib properties, hail probabfy 
formed'^ a' sh»ewd tusfHUoO erf it»real nature, 
immediately- attributed the failure to their em- 
ployment of Itbepreccntor, whomhe stjgniatized 
with arrogance and ]M-eaumption for luidertaking 
ahfdy office to which hia powers were inade- 
quate, and whidt was exclusively approjiriated 
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to his superiora Bidding them fetch, hint a 
fltouC branch of witch-elm, he deared them to 
be of good courage, for he would presently by 
Uie intruder in die Red Sea, m ^|mTe -lum.-of 
Ufe and motion, by a Bingle touch of Ihs holy 
wand. While some disperied theMBGlTes to pro- 
cure a bough of the holy tree, wliioh had the 
Taluabk ptoperty of indicating .witehes and ex-, 
pelling demons,, thcf quickly oinidlated througfa 
the riUvge the miracuknis ei^ploit whicli was 
about to be perforalei^ so that- Father BamabM 
bad in a short while a more ninnerous asseiB. 
blage at his heels than had bten coUwted . by 
the precentor, alUtoug^ it waa obKrvable tliat 
there was hardly an individual of tbe former 
adveDturera, with tbe ezoeption of Will Mat* 
tock, who had courage enOn^ to hasard « 
Beoood experiment. 

Having tied the bough (^ witch-eim into the 
sbapo of a cross, the father proceeded boldly to 
die scene of actuw, followed by an eag«^ and 
agitated retinue, who kept at a respectful ctis- 
taoce when he entered the haunted rowu, ta', 
order that they might have a command of the 
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doer-way, wid all start ^r in cese of need. 
Far this, however, there proved to be no neco*- 
■ity. Recitiag the Latin prayers provided foK 
eKorcian, the monk advimced to the monster, 
aad ogmmanduig it in Engli^ to fall down and 
expire before the hdy tymbol, gave it a push 
with the bough, which, its be had probably an- 
ticipated, made it Ui\ back ^;siost the wall, 
and by disturbing the equilibrium, stopped the 
works from g<Hng. The moudi and eyes remain- 
ed permanently shut, and the ticking or chuck- 
ling in the throat, which bad excited so much 
terror, was no Idnger'heard. At this welcome 
occUTTenoe the whdle auemblage set up a shout 
of trium|^, s(Hne cried out,—" a miraole t a mi- 
ntele T others ran down st^rs to spread the joy- 
ful tidings, v^ile Will Mattodc, lifting his bhid- 
geon, and exclaiming — " Dang'ee, foul tuoad ! 
tbee madest my heart quop wi' thy dom*d crow- 
ing, but now tbee beest d^d T]l ha'* a' crack at 
thy ugly jawa,^ — waa about to let fall a blow 
wlndi -woald have effectually mloiced its voice 
for ever> when the monk interfered and forbade 
him to toocb it, declaring that the consequences 
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m^ht be fatal, as he wks a secular and unau- 
Utoriaed essfulant^ and proDOUDcing that the 
defunct ou^t to be forthwith deposited in 'a 
bDx-tnd buried. To this propoation all partaes 
assented, su^aeting that the proper place of 
uiterment would he beneath the wHch-elm from 
which the bough had been taken. Feasible 
and consistentatthisrecomineodation appeared^ 
it was opposed by -the monk, who decided the 
proper buriat-f^ce to be beneath the imraou- 
lous walnul^tree, at'thenortfaof Saint Josef's 
diapel, in the abbey church>jwd ; observiog, 
that as he,' Father -BamabaB, had 'been the hap- 
py inKtrumeut i^OEen -for its d^truction, the 
least- they could do -was' to bury it beneath the 
tree in question, whicb, as all *be worid knew, 
never budded-brfore the Selstc^ St. Banudws, 
on the 11th rf June.* : 

* Thia tree, as well as the miracuJoaB thorn, (whidi 
was BuppoHed to have been brought &om Palestine by 
eome of the pilgrims,) ^as visited as sacred bf »1I ranks 
of people ; and even m late ts the time of KjAg Jantee, 
that monarch, as veil as his minit^ers and nobility, p^d 
large sums for sprigs of them, which were preserved as 
holy relics. 
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;. .Althouf^ ilia more than [wobable that the 
mtriirf. father .was influenced to this advioe Yij 
tlie- prospect of dtsmteniDg a piece of mecha> 
nism, which, he knew to be.valtiablje in itself, 
SDct: which hia . present experience convinced 
him might be r«idawd highly Ava^able as an 
instrument for deluding the pc^ulace ; yet the 
ostensibie ceasonft he had asMgncd were sa 
jriausible and o^^nt, that his auditors instantly 
admitted their vohdityi A box^iras forthwith 
pnxiured, in- which the defunct demon was 
carefully . deposited by. ihc. hands of his con- 
queror ; and WiU Mattodt being appointed to 
oany the coSb, they.fffepared to depart in. a 
sort of jnocessioa for the abbey church<yard. 
Sib Fawcett, howeser* before they quitted hec 
preniseB, presented .herself with a mug in her 
hand, and, dropping a law curtsey to Pather 
Barnabas, assured him he was quite welcome 
to the quart of ale which he had fairly won, by 
exorcising her house i expressing a hope, at the 
same time, that his reverence would not be 
(tended, since times were bard, and hops and 
malt wickedly dear, if she requested bim to 
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dirov in a small additional boon in return tar 
m much good liquor. Being encouraged to 
specify its nature, ^e implored him to unnirae 
the black bow, declaring that Dickon had gotr 
an ugly bump on the head, in the last ' fall, 
besides spoiling a new fustian jacket with the 
clouted cream, and that she expected no peace 
in the house until the ^atfaematized aRimal 
was restored to the favour of the church, and 
constituted a fitting neighbour for a Christian 
funily. Father Bamabaa promised to take the 
case into consideration the next time he passed 
throngh Wells ; and tiavio^, 4ith tbu assistanoe 
of Will Mattock, dispatdied die ale that he 
had 80 laudably earned, they set forward upon 
thrir expeditiMi, and interred the box and its 
coa^tH, with ail due malisons, under the mira- 
culous w^iit-tree, every one of whose tranches 
was thought to posses a sotror^gn power in 
expelling, laying, and quelling malignant spirita 
of all sorts. 

Ott the morning aft« this occurrence, Will 
Mattock, and some other of his rustic associates 
in thiaexploit, were assembled at the Tables to 
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talk it over, when theybeheld Pierre trot up 
to Hie door with a face which presecved ita 
imperturbable expreBsitm of good bumour, aL 
thtmgfa the unusual heat of the weather had 
imparted fretful and impatient looks to every 
other wayfarer that had passed the door. 

"Alhrte! aHerte! allerte! dimit pire Gre- 
gotre," shouted the light-hearted Gaul ; and 
the hostess had no sooner presented herself to 
demand an explanation o£ these unintelligible 
sounds, than be declared that he catne for four 
tbii^s, — 'to drink a pint of ale — to pay the 
reckonit^;^ — to take a.way the voli&e — and to 
pack up the little devil, which was the oame 
that he familiarly , bestowed upon the clock, 
l^e brutal Will Mattock, who felt as instinc; 
tire an antipathy to «. Frencbnlao as a bull-dt^ 
does to die animal wheoes it derives its name, 
and who joaag^iKd that his animosity might be 
safely gratified nowthat the protecting demon was 
laid beneath the holy walnut- tree, started furious- 
ly up at these words, bidding bis comrades take 
to their clubs, and knock the fiHeign Belsebub 
from his horsed Scandalized at the nonchalaaoe 
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with «faich the unconscious Pierre had asked 
fcr fals little devil, as if it were hia regular- 
travelling companion, the rustics grasped their 
staives, and fijlloned Wilt Mattock, who, in 
his constant readiness for a brawl, had already 
aimed a blow, which, luckily forits object, fell 
short, and alighted upon the horse's lAoulderi 
The spirited animal, which was one of Sir 
Lionefs stud, started off with a velocity that 
ve*y nearly dismounted its rider; but as Pierre^' 
who was by no meAhs d^Ment in cmirage, and 
was provided with a stout' riding-stick, was 
really anxious to chastiae Us Ferocious assailant, 
he at length succeeded' in agdn tartdng his 
head towards th6 pubKtf house. No sooner, 
however, had he* come wMiiS reach of thissDes, 
than he was saluted With- a 'shdwfer of stones, 
some of which again striking the horse, occ4- 
sioaed it to stop and Curvet id spite <rf his most 
appeaimg exclamations tit" Eh, par example f 
Comment done?'' and "Alletids! tOtendsl" At 
length, the irritated animal, taking the bit be;-^ 
tween its teeth, set off full gallop towonls "it« 
home. Pierre kept his ^at manfully, but faltf 
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hat was, blown off in the scuffle, and tfie nativei 
were Dot A little aetounded at the aigbt of ft 
flying apparition, his rings bobbing in his ean, 
his long hair streaming npon the wind, his face 
' crinuoaed vith . beat, yet nodding to tbem with 
a <^mic^ smirk as he scudded past, and singjUBg 
at tbe very top of his voice, M/i£iWfte», iy>&> 

Sir Lionel Fitzmauisce had .already been ap^ 
ptiaed by cerlpia. vague jQntpura, that Dudlay^B 
oloqk had been cairied pff. by a' fanatical mob» 
tJiough he had not.yBt learnt the particulars of 
itefate. Pierre's has^y return, and hi« reUliim 
of the assault which had prevented the execu- 
tion of hi» cotQipifision, incensed the haughty 
knight to thfj utmost degree-, It was his pride, 
his .delig^ to have^it thought that. the inhabi- 
tants of tbe whqle d)^td(Ct in which be resided 
Ijccinbled at the yery mmtiqn of his name, an opi- 
nion which he had parUcu}ar reasons for wishing 
to impress upon Dudley. An indignity thus 
pilblysly ofiered to his guest^s servant, he felt as 
i^f »wnal . inaalt to himself, and as Will Mat- 
to^± was the only offender whom Pierre could 
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iDdindualize by name, a warrant vrta instantly 
issued for his apprehension, the officers, bow- 
erer, beinj; instructed to biing with them all 
whom they should find in his company, of as- 
certain to haTe been implicated in his delin- 
quency. These orders were promptly executed, 
and ill no longer time than was necessary for 
their conveyance to The Tor House, notice wat 
given that the culprits were wuting in the Hall 
erf Justice, arid Dudley was invited to be pre- 
sent at their examination. 

The paraphernalia of this room, with its ap- 
palling emblems and frightful garniture, have 
already been described. Well calculated as 
they were to strike terror into the beholders, 
they appeared to be by no means so formidable 
as the figure of Sir Lionel himself, seated in bis 
magisterial chair. A flowing rrfw, edged with 
minever, invested bis large figure : on his head 
was a black velvet cap, resembling (hose in which 
Henry the Eighth is usually drawn, a white osr 
trich feather being fastened with a diamond loop 
in its front, so as to rvm along the brim, and fall 
down on one side ; bis left arm rested aprai tbe 
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hilt of tbat formidable svord which had (woved 
f^al to all fais opponents ; his chin reposed upon 
his right hand in such a manner, that the rings 
upon hia finger were seen to sparkle and blaze 
id the midst of his dark ilowing beard ; against 
the back of his chair was placed the long wand, 
to whicli the public belief attributed his super- 
natural power; and beneath him was seated the 
iittle deformed doctor, who was vehemoitly sus- 
pected of being a species c^ familiar attendant 
upon the master-Diagician. Such an aw^-strik- 
ing figure, contemplated under these impres- 
sions, and known moreover to be a stem dis- 
penser of justice in bis magisterial capacity, 
would have beet) suflSeiently overwhelming to 
most offenders, without that haughty demean- 
our, and language of fierce contemptuous abuse, 
which he invat-iably applied to all those who 
w^re brought up befiiH^ him. 

But Will Mattock's native sturdiness was now 
aggravated into a dc^ed^ sullen, sottish Inflex- 
ibihty, by the aid of Sib Fawcetfs ale; he had 
been boasting as he caam along, that he was 
neither to be frightened by a bugaboo, nor a 
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raw-head-antUbloody-bones, and that if tbe King 
of the Hill thought to browbeat him into a con- 
fessioD; be would find he had got the wrong^w 
by the esr. Nor was this altogether pot-Valour,' 
for he confidently reckoned- that Sir Lionel,' de-' 
prived of Ae 'demon whom they had laid by 
the heels Under the walnut tree, was no more 
formid&ble than an old' witch without her brdoni' 
stick and' black cat ; bo that he came to the Tor 
House fully prepared to act up to evray promise 
that he hod made upon tbe joorDey.- 

" How now, thou draff-sacked, ole-swilling 
bumpkin I* exclaimed Sir Lionel in a loud and 
stem voice, " wert thou the leader of the thiev- 
i^ ribalds concern^ in the robbery at Sib Faw- 
eett's?" 

" Nay, nay, your worship, that'n were never 
. a robbery, I tell 'ee, and thee castenH prove it 
one, tho* ihee wast to argufy wi' me till zupper- 
time." 

*' What ! U'gue with thee, thou wielder of 
the spade and shovel ! thou rain-bteten, dust- 
defiled, storm-pelted offspring of the ditch and 
dunghill ! teB me at once, tell me I say, thou 
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boQTU^ beast, vhere hast thou hidden the ho- 
rologe ?" 

Thia word, which, was the -UBual term th^n 
^^lied to a clock <x watch, seeoied at first to 
pyizale Will's appreheDtdonu, which were ue-mr 
ytiry acute, but he at length excbuBoed— " Cog»- 
wounds ! Tte lay an; man a red b«rring he do 
njean the little squat devil that puckered me all 
over wi' his dom'd crpinii^. What, thee wants 
UO, dost thee, Sr Lionel ?* 

" Ay, saucy fellow, we do ; bo confess in- 
stantly." 

At these words. Win struck' his right hand 
upon his tlugh witii a loud smack, at the 
same time ejaculatiDg with a clovnish lauj^ 
— " Ho, ho ! d_ang'd if I didn't say so ! I 
koaw thee casteq't do without un, and I wunna 
tell'ee where he be."— 

Indignant at being thus publicly de&id. Sit. 
Lionel's eyes flashed, his nostrils dilated, his long 
black beard undulated up and down, and he 
instinctively gasped the scabbard of his sword 
with «ne hand, and the hilt with the other ; 
but the uoflincbing rustic, nothing daiuited, b; 
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this movement, continued — "It'sna use, it's 
na use, I teU 'ee. Sir Lionel ; Ise got a sprig o' 
witch-dm under my ^Jacket, and Tor all tbey 
long sword, thee casten't hurt a hair o' my 
head." 

" Miserable wretch!" cried Sir Lionel, starting 
upon his feet, and erecting his commanding 
figure to its full height — " then thy doom it 
sealed, and thy last moment is come, for I will 
summon ten thousand devils that shall tear thee 
piecemeal with their red hot pincers or plunge 
with thee into hissing gulphs of everlasting 
fire !" — At these words he seized the wand at 
the back of his chair, describing mysterious 
circles with it in the fur, and at the same time 
stamping violently with his right foot, he cried 
aloud — " What ho ! what ho ! Beelzebub, Satan, 
Belial, Aahtaroth, Abaddon, Asmodeus!— Dies, 
mies, jes(;iuet, benedoefet, douvima, enilemaus.^* 

From the moment that- he commenced this 
evocation, the clown's eyes, which were intently 
fixed upon him, grew gradually larger and 

* Such is the fitrmala givm b^ Agiipp» for invoking 
devOa, 
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larger; Ills lips drew tbemselves back so as to 
disclose his clenched teeth, the perspiiation 
started frc«n his forehead, his shaggy hair stood 
on end, his ctHnplexion turned to a ghastlj 
hue, and at length throwing himself suddenty 
upon his knees, and clapping his hands forcibly 
together, he ejaculated in a voice, rendered 
hoarse and broken by tenor — '* Sir Lionel ! Sir 
Lionel ! doan't 'ee for the Lord's sake — doMi*t 
'ee for Christ Jesu's sake ! We buried 'un in a 
box under the Glastonbury tree — the walnut- 
tree'— the holy walmit-tree. We did, indeed; so, 
Lord love 'ee, now, diJan't 'ee call way of those de- 
vils — gentlemen, I mean ; doanH 'ee now, doan't 
'ee (" trembling all over. He shut his eyes as he 
spoke, as if fearful of encountering a who}e legion 
of infemals, and Sir Lionel, reversing his wand 
and describing various drcles with it in the air, 
exclaimed — " Madinan and stubborn beast ! 
thou wert just in time; a moment longer sad 
nothing could have saved thee. As thou hast 
confessed, I spare thy life ; but beware of me, 
lor I rarriy pardon onc^ and never a sectHid 
time." Then turning to the constables who 
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were io attendance, he contjnued, " Away with 
this reprieved caitiEF, and let him be set in the 
stocks till supper-time ; when this is done, 
betake yourselves to the walnut-tree in the 
cburch-yard, dig up the buried box, and bear it 
carefully hither. Do ye hear me, ye varlets P 
Begbae, I say l"" — A^er issuing these orders he 
cost a withering look upon the still kneeling 
rustiii, and motioning his companions with hn 
wand to stand aade and make way, a sign which 
they obeyed in silent fear and tremblmg, he 
stalked majestically through the midst of them, 
and quitted the ball. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

Married, not matdi'd, the faithful «rifa, 
Dootn'd to an UDCongenial life 

Of Btat« Bod terrors, 
Thb' flighted, acMii'd, atJll faaHj hm», 
In secret mgunu, but ne'er reproves 

Her fauaband's errors. 

Anxious as he was to renew his conversa- 
tioa with the unfortunate Cecil, Dudley became 
every moment more and more convint^ that 
there would be great difficulty in obtaining tui 
interview. Any formal demand of this nature, 
with the avowed purpose of delivering to him 
' the message from his deceased father, he had 
good reason to believe would be evaded, under 
[Jea of the youth's iU health, or- peremptorUy 
rejected without explanation ; nay, he was pos- 
sessed with a suspicion that their previous col- 
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loquy had been discovered, snd that his mov^ 
ments were already watched; ftu-, though he 
had repeatedly passed the tower by which- h* 
had ascendMl, he had invariably found a Ber- 
vant staticHied at the entrance. From what he 
had observed of Sir Lionel's character, he had 
Htde reason tb -believe thnt be would SCTuple at 
the employment ciif apBn vi«^nce, either againA 
hims^'Or'Cectl, if 4iiiBubfitancc« rendered it 
necessary ; tier was he wkknit a deep misgiv- 
ing, both asto hiameanS'Of obtcdutij; informa- 
tion, Mid as to hie defeaCBig his opponents by 
the instrumentality of those mystevious and un- 
hallowed agents, with <whom he' Appeared to be 
associated. The ■ ocoUrrenees in the tibbey 
church, affording tuek vehemeBt presumption 
of his having formed' bolne supernatural alliance, 
had left a profound jmpression upon bis mind ; 
and he felt that, he wssiJQ the hands of a man 
whose visible powtr, formidable as it wa«, was 
Tierhaps much less to be dreaded than hisodcult 
and guilty machinations with unseen ag«nts. 
- StitJ,. httwevery he had not the smallest isfen- 
' tion ^of ' fljtiohii^ fixwa tl»Lt which he oMisldM^ 
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a, sai^red duty, though he reecdved to uu every 
poseible oaution in the execution of his pur- 
pose. 

- In pursuance of this detenninatioD, be wan- 
dered about the old Bod spwaous tn^psioi], in 
tbe hope that he mi^t discover someothtf out- 
let U* tbe roof o£ the great hall, and thua be 
enabled to obtwa'.aeoesa to the tover in which 
Cecil was eonfinedrihut fijc.a.long time he only 
ezpk«ed one obecurc'.pwBage and room after 
aiiother,withoutenoomtering any that promised 
to answer bis puTposft. At length, an c^n 
window inviting him-.tOijuD^ out upon the flat 
beneath, froen which a roof roee sloping up- 
wards OB either ode, he walked along it in the 
expectation of fading the top of tbe great hall, 
or getting .a; gltupie «tf tbe tower. While thus 
advanoiogt he -was sui^riaed to see smoke 
ascending frem a trap-door at a little distance 
in fir«it of himi and his astonishment increased 
when he perc^ved the. top ^f a coloured flame, 

..wlu^ rose to the aperture, and continued burn- 
ing with aeteady blaze. Under tbe impression 

.thut-thebuildiBg was ] Oft. fire, bewas'about to 
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make a precipitate retreat and raise an alarm, 
when a sound of a voice within, wbidi be- ra> 
stantly recogiiized to be Sir LionePs, arrested 
his footsteps, and lie resolved to creep upon his 
knees to the spot, so as to obtain a view of 
tbe chamber, and yet not be detected by the 
parties. 

Upon getting near eoou^ to look down, he 
discerned a small apartment, fitted up as a 
laboratory, with a furnace or stone in the cen- 
tre, surrounded with retorts, alembics, rods, cu- 
curbits, crossets, cAicibiee, and various strange 
figures, instruments, and implements, of whose 
names and purposes he was entirely ignorant. 
From ft large brasen vessel on tlie stcme arose 
the coloured flame which he had previoudy 
noticed, rai one ude of which was kneeling the 
ddbrmed doctor, his eyes sparkling, aad his 
e^er countenance lighted up by the blase, as 
he gazed upon it with an interest as intense as 
if he were penetrating tbe deepest arcana of 
fire, '«id looking into the very bowels of futu- 
rify. Opposite to him stood Sir Lionel, flou- 
rishing a long, bi^w wand, from the extre- 
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mity of which he ocoaaiHUiUy poured some lb 
quid into the fire, which made it hiaze fieicely 
up, when the deformed creature riveted bis 
ejres to the brazen vessel with a BtiH keener 
stare; and the hermetic artist drawing back 
his aostrils, looked down upon him with a uieer 
of deriave complacency, or rather with • auti 
donic grin, as if he enjoyed the e<xt«tic eametti 
oese of his expectation. From time to tima 
Sir Lionel wa^ beard to pronounce tbc words 
allcaheat, magisterium, patuicea, and elisir vitie, 
and talked of advancing to prqjecticHi ; aftev 
which he began to converse in a lover tone at 
voice, in which Dudley more thao once caught 
Uie sound of his own name, conlxned with that 
of Cecil ; but his utmott atteutJon faUed in 
disoovering the scope or t^adeiicy of thdr c<Jlo- 
quy, although he was doubly scdicitotts to do 
so when he found himself implicated in it. 
Despairing of reducitig the few words that 
readied faim to any cofaerent meaning, and «p^ 
prefaenaive of being detected if he Hwde a 
longer stay, be cautiously withdrew, and re-' 
turning into the house, ^Mudcnied for the pr&- 
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wAt'his meditiited virat to the tower in which 
Cecil was confined. 

Lost in repetition upon the scene he had juM 
vitneeeed, he missed the stairs by which he had 
wceoded, and winding down another narrow 
flight that conducted to the inner court, he 
stopped ft>r a moment to gaze ^m an open 
loop-hole that admitted light to one of "the 
Imding-phces. It looked down into the but- 
tery-yanl, where he beheld a scene of primitive 
industry and hindcence that contrasted forcibly 
with ^e unhallowed doings of which he had 
been so recent a spectiltor- On account of the 
continued heat of the'Veatfaer, Lady Fitsmau- 
rice, surrounded by a party of her maids, had 
again takea her station beneath the cliestnut- 
Iree, the whole assemblage being busily employ- 
ed in spinning, whtl^ the raven, from whose 
triple croaking she had formed such inauspi- 
cious omens of an' approaching death in the 
family, was hopfnng round and eyeing them 
askance, as if he liked'not their intru^on upon 
his domain. From the little that Dudley had 
seen of her ladyship, he had been iuvoluo- 
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tsrily impreased id her lavouTt notwithsUndiiig 
the homeliness of her mannecs, and the latnenl- 
able want of taste and fasbum la her attire. 
The frank hospitality with which she bad n- 
ceired him, her unassumtng and eren eubnau- 
sive depcatment, and the melancholy flZprOBBOn 
of her countoiance, which seemed to ^test aome 
secret grief, conspired to awaken his compasskw, 
when he reflected upcm the totally opposite 
character of the man to whoqi she was united, 
and the disrespectfu], not to say contemptuous, 
treatment to whi^h she was ^powd. Beatrice 
was not preseqt with Uie company beneath him, 
a circumstance At which he rather rejoiced ; for 
however appropriate, it migbt seem that Dame 
Fitzmaurice should be thus occupied, he would 
haye been scandali^ had he seen the high- 
spirited and stately Miss Fitsmaurice degrading 
herself by any ^uch serrile employment. 

Screened from observation fay the branches 
of the chestnut^tree which spread themselves, 
across the loop-hole, he continued gazing down 
up<Hi the assemblage, when he saw her lady- 
ship change her seat, at the some time exclaim- 
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JD^— '* Surriy, wenchet, the snn traTCila-&st -to' 
day, forttns is the second time he Yms gBinsd 
upon me, and mode me move nearer Ae tree to 
aave the shade. Prythee niind thy wbed, 
Alice, and peer not sideways over the wall, for 
the young groom'falconer was out thh moroing 
wkh his gos»^awk ere the laverock had sdi^ 
her ma^'song, and it was not bis whistle ye 
hdardj'buil the blackbird in the moat-gardni. 
See how your flax is knotted, and QowyoulMTe 
pettisUy snapped it. Fie upon you, for a pee- 
vish flirt-gillian ! you may well bkish.' — What 
now, Graee, jIb your wheel ag»ii broken ?- was 
ever amAi a earekas' and unthrifty a^nafer ! 
Nay,'i]ay,'good wench, look nob go wotsb^ene, 
but 4ake mtnw'heed. WcUaday t though' I 
have not a merry heart of my own, I woiUd faiil 
see none but happy faces around nie>; had, by 
my halidame 1 if we are to have a Bad company, 
it shall not be a silent one, for I will sing ye 
the tail of a ballad, and she who fails to match 
it with aitother, let her not look for a new co^ 
vetchief fbr her head on St. Ei-kenwald's day." 
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And tbeii in a low, and evidently untutored 

though not unmelodiouB voice, she sanj^ 
' Ah Robin, j«Uj Aotui t 

Tell me how thy lenuin doth. 
' My lady is onkind, perto !' 
Al&di, why is she bo ? 
. * She laveth another better thui me, 
And etill she will gay no. — ' 

" Take ye that, lasses, for a beginiuDg; and 
prythee ugh no moret Joan, but be of good 
cheer, and troll us stnoe merry balUd that may 
bring a smile upon our faces." The maid thus 
addressed heaved a deep sigh, shook her head 
mournfulty, and without taking her eyes from 
the wheel, began a ditty which was aj^rently 
congenial to her own feelings, though certainly 
not in accordance with the order she had re~- 
ceived.' 

' Now Christ thee save, thou Uttle foot-page, 
.Now Christ thee aave and we ! 
Ob, tell me how does diy lady gay. 

And what inay thy tidings be ? 
My lady seitda thee a silken scarf 

Bedewed with many a tear. 
And bids thee Bometimes think on her. 
Who loved thee bo dear, — 
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And here «lie sendB thee & ring of goU, . 

Th« Uat boon thon may'st have. 
And bids thee wear it for her aake. 

When she is Isid In grsve.— 

For ah ! her gentle heart is broke. 
And 1b grave soon roust she lie.' — 

The voice of the songstress, which had been 
gradually becoming tremulous aaA broken, now 
ceased altogether, and her mistress looking in 
her face, exclaimed — " God's pity ! Joan, call 
you this a morry ballad P Wiw ever such a 
fond fool ! Look at her, wenches, how her 
tears fall upon the distaff, and she sobs as if her 
own poor heart were indeed broken. Troth, 
for a silver penny, she has been crossed in love, 
and heaven knows ! ctin feel fw her if she has 
been unkindly treated ; but cheer up and be 
crank, my gentle Jctan, and we will have a 
blythe ditty to drive away care. 

" Come, my bonny Barbara, you have a 
bright eye and a merry mouth, and it ever likes 
me to hear your voice, so troll me the ballad 
that you love the best." 

" Sooth, my lady,** replied the lass, " I know 
not the whole on't; butwhat I may call to mind 
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1^ little Mu^rave, you shall have aad wel- 
come. 

' Ab it fell out on a high holiday, 

ABjnanf be in thejear. 
When yauag men and mutb tagatbar do go 

Their masseB and matins to hear, 

Uttle Musgrave came to the chureh-door, 

He prien was at the maw. 
But be had aoio raind of the fine wmdad 

Than he had, of our. Lady's Krace. 

And some of them were clad is gr«en. 

And others were clad in paU, 
And then came in my Lord Barnard's wife. 

Hie fa}reet ainong them all.' ' — 

" Holy St. Mary !" exclaiiiied Lady Fitzmau- 
rice mterrupt'iDg the aoDgstiesB, " what's thu 
I hear P is it so n?at nooo-tide that the bell 
b^DS to toll at tiw abli«y F" 

" Ay, marry, ig it,^y lady, for a mass of the 
Holy Ghost is to be"suDg at twelve, and that 
i» the quarter's chiEoerbell.'" 

'* Gramercy, then, I must to the kitchen, and 
care for the good Bcrving of the dinner, or tbete 
will be a fume from Sir Lionel if aug^t- goes 
wrong, aod a viator in the house; but nund 
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your wheels, good Usaes ; keep your feet awl 
hands going, look not over the wall after the 
saucy grooms, and stir not till the bell wanw to 
trencber."— With these orders she bulily quit- 
ted ^e pkce, and Dudley who was rather 
shocked to find how little time was allowed for 
attiring fainisdf for dinner, lost not a moment 
in imitating her example, and hastening to his 
own apartmentj smiling ai he wfint «t her lady- 
ship's petty economy and humble occupation, 
when contrasted with Sir Lionel's htTish expen- 
diture and ostentatious habits. 

Having performed the duties of the toilet 
with more speed than he thought becoming in a 
matter of such importance,, he made his way to 
the parlour, in which Sir Lionel and the doctor,' 
having abandoned their alohemioal studies, had 
arrired before him, and were conversing with 
Mi6B Fitzmaurice, who had arrayed h^-self in 
a fresh dress still more splendid than that in- 
which he had first beheld her. He had hardly 
jcHned them and made his devcnrB, when Lady 
Fitzmaurice, whoeo flutbed face attested the 
aotivity of her recent services in the kitchen. 
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nude ba- i^peRnnce, still inrsited with the 
caaraas apron wliich she had put on upoD that 
oacaHioD,- and forgotten to teraave. Baatrice'a 
cheeks coloured up till tfa^ nearly rivatted 
h^ ladyship's at sight of this iDadT«f tent hc« 
trsyal «f ho: housewifely occupation, and haet- 
ming to her side she exclaimed in aa angry 
whisper'—" Good heavens I madam, do you take 
this for the chaundry or the scullery, that you 
enter it with this maikm's gear tied about youF 
la it dtus you meet our visitors ?" 

" Lackaday, child I" replied her I^ydiip, 
quietly taking off the apron and folding it care- 
fully ap-^' I have been in the kitchen, and you 
would not have me stain a kirtle of red BrUgesy 
or a portlet of lawn edged with Venice. passe* 
ment ? Vou know not, Master Dudley, how 
careless are these tuntepit-boys wi^ their ladles 
aod drif^Qg; but as you have he»i abroad 
I warrant me you wot too well the value of' a 
Bruges silk, not to excuse the apron, wluch, in 
good sooth, I forgot to take oSJ" 

" Troth, Madam," said Sir Lionel soeeringly, 
" HDce it is to be made public that you have 
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beoi araong tiie spits, it would have liked me 
w^ that Uiis old kirtle had been left behkd 
as a largess to the cook, that so you might bare 
presented yourself ui some new aud more be- 
coming array ." 

" Bone DsUb.I Sir LicMiel, sorely this is ' 
handsome and costly gew enough to be woni 
by the daughter of* a poor boroi^reeTe." 

" Ferliaps so, Mad^un, but not for the wife 
of Sir Lionel Fitamaurice." 

" My Lady i» not appaKntly aware," said 
the little doctor, mincing his words and laying 
down the law with hia . forefinger — " that al- 
thongh by a Statute passed in the third year 
of King Edwaid IV^ the wives of commoners 
were forbidden, after. the Feast i^ the Furifi- 
cation then next ensuing,. to wear doth of gcAd 
and silver, or velvet upon velvet, or purple 
silk ; or to carry furs of Martiroo, I.etyce, and 
pured grey Minever, or any other pellure but 
black or white Iamb ; or to put on lawn or rom- 
ple ; or to wear any fustian, bustian, or fustian 
of Naples- " 

" Twit ! twit !" cried Sir Licmel, irapatieotly 
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iptemipting him, " ve waBtnot llie wht^ au- 
tu$¥, And if we did, we have not now the time, 
f«c the dinner waits us." 

." Alas the while !" exckdmed her lody^ip — 
'* I shall have but poor appetite to eat it, for as 
it the money were not scattered &Bt - enough al- 
ready, here is luiother pane ef ghtm broken hi 
the damask bed-niom, sad G<od wot the price 
of a new qnanyi -Joan ^Tored (hic on St. Hi- 
lary's day with the staff of her besom, and this, 
I warrant me, was tmilsen by the idle grooms, 
who are ever throwing ptbbles at the wenches 
in the chamber above, though they tell me it 
vnm shattered- by the irind; certes we shall 
soon have ruffing nigbtd, and were it not well, 
SirIJohel,to mav« o^t our ghtzed windows and 
boardthem, before wehftTe more fearful losses?" 

A look of siknt contempt was the only notice 
taken of this inquiry 'by the party to whom it 
was addressed, while Beatrice again whispered 
in her ear—'* It may like you. Madam, to be 
renunded that these are matters for the steward 
and the carpenter, not for Sir Lionel Fitzm.au- 
rice of The Tor." 



i.,Goog[e 



90 THE TOR HILL. 

** Alas, child, I hope I have not said augbt 
to anger him, for truly I meant it not. But 
there must be thrift some vhere, or heaven knovs 
bow long this riot may hold out. Wdl-a-day ! 
I am heavy at heart when I think on't," A 
deep sigh and a look of profound sorrow sup* 
ported this asnertion ; but as if in mockery of her 
economical misgivings, a chamberlain entered 
to announce the dinner, th^ mu«c struck up a 
joyous flourish, and they passed through a crowd 
of bowing and glittering servants into the ad- 
joining apartment, where Lionel was again 
placed by the side of Miss Fitzmaurice. 

It has been often observed, that people who 
attain unexpected dignities or elevation, are jea- 
lous of the distinction to which they have been 
raised, and rigorously exact such marks of bo* 
mage as assure them of their eminence; while 
they who have been always accustomed to thraa^ 
from having been born to greatness, ather re- 
ceive them as a matter of course, or are qoite 
indifierent to their omission. Somebmes, in- 
deed, the humility of the great arises from a 
wish to appear superior to their fwtuttes, a spe- 
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cies of pride in disguise, from which Sir Lionel 
was at least exempt. There was no hypocrisy 
in his arrogance ; it was open and avowed : he 
asserted his rank, or rather his power, in erery 
lobk, word, and moUoD, as if be loved to pamper 
his imagination with the perpetual conviction of 
his own grandeur, not less than to impress it 
upon others : offences of any sort he seldom for- 
gave ; towards those who had treated him with 
disrespect, he was utterly implacable. 

In Beatrice the sarhe jealousy of station was 
modified rather in the manner of its display, 
than in the depth of the feeling itself. Her de- 
portment, indeed, was generally liable to the 
inifMitation of direct hauteur, although not so. 
coarsely marked as her father''s; but at times 
her method of asserting herself would assume an 
oUique direction. Did she condescend to notice 
an inferior, it was done with a patrotuzing air 
that stamped her own sense of her superiority, 
eves while she affected to discltum it. The 
conmon feminine artifice which enables women 
to' extort 'iftattery by pretending to depreciate 
Aeirown charms or good qualities, she extend- 
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ed to Sir Lionel's state, or hoc own personal 
Bplmdour ; mdeavouring to draw attentkn t» 
what tbey fxwsessed, by pointing out what tbey 
wanted. Thus sheexpreseed bn" regret to-Dud- 
ley, that her fatlier bad no heochmen to stand by 
his side during meals, no regular cap-bearer^ no 
yefHiien of the buffet, no master of the horse, 
though she was free to confess that so far as their 
poor eatablial)iBent went, it was richly and ad* 
mirably appointed. I>id he praise her braceietst 
she be^ed bim not to admire them, declaring 
she was quite aehamed of Oaem. " The diamond* 
indeed," she added, extending her arm that lie 
might inspect them — " are of the first water, 
and of great value ; l>ut the little peuls are only 
artificial, which gp<nlB the whole.*' Dudley did 
not see tbroi^ these and other similar contri- 
vances of ^rlish vanity, or if be did, he disliked 
them not. He was smitten by her beauty, 
pleased with her vivacity, struck by her stately 
and superiw air, all of which seemed to display 
themselves with particular attraction in their 
present interview ; and notwithstanding the. ua> 
favourable impresaioos he entertained re^)ectiDg 
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the father, he could not help feeling a decided 
ud. incnessiDg adminttioQ of the daughter. 

In the couTBe of the coavenaiitxi during din- 
mr« Six lAimti stated tfiathis serfanta had been 
•earcbiiig &x the deck beneath the walnut-tree 
in the Abbey church-jord, but without effect, 
M, althou^ the ground bad evidently been just 
dug up, and they had aaeertained its interment, 
tbey could discover *»(> VraOes at the buried trea- 
fuie, the secret •remoral'df which he scrupled 
BOt to attribute to the onif t and rapacity of the 
monks. Assuming tM^imputation for fact, he 
pronounced a Rerae And angi'y philippic against 
the whole ord^, ^but more^espeoially against the 
iiaibot, coti^brting hira^lft how«ver, with the 
assurance, ■ that the hoiir ot netribdtion for all 
-their enormitiss Uasiat hand, and that the en- 
tiie establishment would ehortly-be crashed be- 
neath the ruins of that gigantld power which 
dwy had been santtnyagw in building up. 
'^.i*!* About fifteen^ Sir Lionel" exclaimed the 
'dofetor, agahiiiftinguphisitwo forefingers, and- 
ttaking-theEft Hs espoaitors. " I think we may 
'ssn^ nearly fifteen ages, so far as Glast»nbury 
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Abbey is concerned, for it is said to have been 
founded by the saint who performed tbe fune- 
ral rites of our Saviour, oltbough it was then 
oa\y built of wattles and wreathed twigs, a 
modest and slight foundation for the present 
proud and ponderous mass, which is as a moun- 
tain of stones risiag up in the plain. St. 
Patrick in the year 439, and St David in SSKI, 
were both munificent patrons ; but it was Ina, 
King of the West Saxons, who. far exceeded all 
others, and rendered this monastery independent 
of the episcopal authority." 

*' But not of the royal," interrupted Sir Ijo- 
nel, " which shall ere long lay those lofty towers, 
that seem as if they would climb up to heaven, 
prostrate on the earth from which they were 
dug; ay, and humble to tlie dust this proud 
lord abbot, spite of bis bloated state, his band- 
ed monks, and his pampered officials, of whom 
no man may tell the number." 

" Under your good favour. Sir Lionel," ob- 
served the Doctor, again porrecting his forefin- 
gers, the Obedeniarii are regularly numbered 
and bolted, being, after the prior and sub- 
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]more, first the magiBter opens, who has tht 
care of the buildings ; eecood, the elcemosyiia- 
rius or almoner ; third, the pitantiarius or distri- 
butor (^pittances; — fourth, thesacHsta, or sex- 
Um ; — sixth, the camerarius, or chamberlain ;— 
seventh, the cellerarius, or cellarer;— eighth, 
the thesaurarius, or burser ; — ninth, the pre- 
oeotor, or chanter ; — ^tenth, the hospidlarius ;— 
eleventh, the clerk of the holy water ; — twelfth, 
the—" " Twit, sir, twit !" cried Sir Lionel, 
impatiently starting up — '* if you are to name 
them all, we ^all not have done till even- 
song. Follow me, sir, and I doubt not you 
diall stand well excused of the company for 
not completing the list." Sir Lionel having 
finished his ineal, retired from the room as he 
spoke these words, bowing slightly to Dudley 
ere he went ; the doctor obsequiously followed 
him ; and the music, stationed in the antecham- 
ber, sounded the customary salutation as the 
stately master of the mansion passed along. 

Dudley had hardly entered into conversation 
with Xady Fitzmaurice and her daughter, glad 
to be relieved from the presence of the austere 
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and haughty knight, when a servant came to 
ioform him that a female had been admitted in- 
to the vaitJDg-room by the great hall, who re- 
quested to speak to him, a communication at 
which he expressed no small astonishment, not 
being aware that he had the honour of a single 
acquaintance in that part of England. Nor 
was his surprise diminished, when upon inquiry 
he was iiifypned that she was a well-accoutred 
personage, who had apparently come from a 
journey, her boy-groom being hardly visible for 
the luggage with which his horse was loaded. 
" Doubtless some heroine of romance, mounted 
on a goodly palfrey, and attended by a gentle 
page," exclaimed Beatrice, drawing herself up 
and slightly colouring. *' You have been in the 
French court, ar, and at the field of gold cloth, 
and have unwittingly won some noble damsers 
heart, who instead of sending her page alone, 
as ftur Emmeline did to the child of Elle, has 
thought it meet to accompany him. If there 
be lod^ng worthy of her at The Tor House, 
pray bid her honour our poor roof mth her 
presence." 
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" Nay now, do so, in good sooth," cried Lady 
Fitzmaurice, taking this speech literally ; " truly 
she shall be as welcome as spring-leaves to the 
birds, or may-flowers to the bee and butterfly ; 
^e may sleep in the damask cltamber, and'tbs 
glass windbw shall be mended, fcqr I warrant 
me she will take good heed not to break it 
again; the mpre^ Master Dudley, if you just 
hinted the cost to her." : 

Declaring that be bad. no acquaiuf&oce what- 
ever whom he could presume to intrude upon 
her ladyship's hospitality, and that there must 
be some mistake in the matter, which he would 
immediately proceed to elucidate, he hurried to 
the waiting-room, where he could not repress a 
smile at encountering his hostess, Sib Fawcett, 
attired in her best russet, and flaunting in a new 
hood and scarf of Kendal green, "Give you 
good 'morrow, honourable Sir, and many of 
them," she cried with a ]ow curtsey; *' and it may 
like you to know that the churl Will Mattock 
was set in the stocks ; and by my fackins he was 
rarely bemauled ; for as he is a shrewd cracker of 
costards with his staif, and apt to be as over- 

TOL. H. F 
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tbwatt fts Mahound or Termiig«uiit with the 
urchios, I wairaot me there was nerer a clown 
nor child in the parish but was right glad to 
jibe and pelt him, when they saw the sturdy 
rogue fast set in the bilboes. Fkase you to 
understand, good Master Dudley, that I hod 
warned him not to attack your French gentle- 
man ; bleaa him ! I h<^ he is well to fare, for 
he is a merry grig end a comical — and when I 
saw the diurl strike at him with hia cudgel, I 
cried out to him, even as I had heard the mad 
poet flout him — 

" Mssed, witkss, smeajy smith, 
Go bammer witb hammer upon the etlth" — 

but drive not away honeeter men than yourself, 
good men and true, with royals in thdr pouches, 
who come to pay their master's bills, you 
pennyless pole-hatchet.'" 

" And paid it shall be, my good woman," said 
Dudley, " for such I suppose is the purport 
of your visit, so soon as you deliver my valise, 
which my servant was also instructed to bring 
away." 
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" Go to, SUf think you I would ask for the 
r^dome of a doit, without bringing back the 
' big mail, if that is what you mean ? Mercy be 
praised. Sib Fawcett has golden mddodcs in 
her locker, and has little need and tees mind for 
pilling .OT pcJIage, or taxing or tollage, or aught 
but her own, to which they say, Hie devil him- 
8^ is entitled, <lrod forgive me if I am naught ! 
So your mail was well cared for in your ab- 
sence ; and when I found you were to tarry wi^ 
Sir Lionet, (I hope tbe worthy and worshipful 
knight is well,) I strapped it to the back of a 
stout gelding, set my son Dickon before it (a 
sweet little horseman he is) rode over with him to 
the Tor ; and if it like you to step into the stable- 
yard where tbe hawks are mewed, and the 
grooms have lifted it down, you may examine 
it youitelf, and see that all be right, ^e you suf- 
fer me to behold cross or pile in payment of my 
Ini).'" For the satis&ction of all parties, Dudley 
thought it expedient to assent to this proportion, 
Mid proceeded accordingly to tbe place indicat- 
ed, where he ftnind Dickon mounting guard over 
the great package, which he had been strictly 
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charged by his mother not to quit until b^ re- 
turn, as she knew that some of Sir UooerB ser- 
vants had no very fastidious notions with regard 
to property. No soonef, however, did the ur- 
clun see preparations made for unstrapping and 
opening it, than the apprehen^tm that some new 
monster might jump out, not less formidable 
than the one he had encountered in the Hotu 
Chamber, induced him to recede some pace* 
from the scene of action, where he stood starii^ 
at the ltd, with an earnest and portentous obli- 
quity, at the same time mumbling a paternoster 
to himself, and with chii- hand behind him sUly 
making crosses upon hie back, foi fear <^ giving 
offence by any overt betrayal of his .suspicions. 

Every thing being found, to Dudley'? great , 
satisfaction, precisely as he had left it, he pud 
the hostess liberally, not forgetting Dickon ; 
when the mother apd son, with a profusion of 
thanks, remounted their hone^ and immediately 
quitted the Tor House. No sooner had they 
pa^ed the gate-bouse, and beomie concealed by 
a cluster of trees, than Sib pulled up, crosHed 
herself repeatedly with great devotion, pro- 
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nounced a paternoster, and exclaimed--" Evil 
befall the foul fiend and all his well-willerg ; and 
if ever again I cross the ihreshold of a doomed 
man, exeept upon a lawful occasion like this, to 
recover my own, death be my dole." She spat 
upon the ground as ^he spoke, and made a crots 
in the duat' with her foot, which Dickon imi- 
tated and ejacntated, " Amen !" when he fum- 
bled into the deepest ccnuer of his pocket, out 
of which he drew a small conn, and cried— 
" Mother, mother ! shall I chuck the silver 
groat he gave me down the holy well at the 
Abbey ?" 

" Ods li&, child! no; would ye be such a 
graceless scatterling as to throw away good sil- 
ver, marked with the blessed cross F Marry ! 
iOs safe to keep such coin as that, even if it come 
from the hand of the foul fiend himself ; as who 
knows that it inay not have done P St; Mary ' 
assoil us all l Howbeit, such an aglet-baby as 
thou art, can have no need of it, whether it 
bring weal or woe."- So saying she took it from 
him, and depositing it' in a little leather bag, 
which she again carefully concealed about her 
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person, they bolJi pureued Iheir journey tewuds 
her own hostd. 

Dudley, in the meanwhile, remsined by the 
mew where the hawks were kept, observing the 
master falconer, an elderly 8teBdy4o(^iilg per- 
sonage, in a green cap with a hcron'sfeather, who, 
while whistling a tune, was very dehberately seal- 
ing, as it' is termed, a newly-taken hawk ; a pro- 
cess which consists in running a thread through 
her eyelids, and sewing them down over the eyes, , 
to prepare her for being hooded. Had he been 
passing his needle through canvas he could not 
have evinced a more utter indifference ; though 
in sealing an unfortunate duck, which was his 
next operation, he was obliged to pay a more 
particular attention, as it was to be so performed 
as stUl to allow the bird to see backwards. By 
this means, as he explained to Dudley, it would 
fly the higher, and would answer the purpose of 
being thrown out as a lure to one of the soar- 
falcons, which was apt to take to the ground. 
The nest victim of this ^ientific tormentor 
was a pullet, whose wings be broke, and then 
tossed it down to be worried and torn to 
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|neces by some young goshawks, in' older 
that they might learn betimes how to plume 
thm quarry. Such were the preparatives for 
«a amusement .which was equally cruel in every 
(Hie of its details ; such indeed are the cbarac- 
tenslics of fieLd-sports in general, which, al- 
though they might be appropriate to a barba_ 
roUs age, when it was deemed " sufficient foF 
a nobleman to wind « horn, and carry a hawk 
fair, leaving study and leaniing to the children 
of mean people," are surely little excusable in 
this enlightened «era, when ev^ry gentleman, 
not being an idiot, is presumed sufficteutly ca- 
pable of iatellectu^l recreation, to while away 
a morning in the country, without wantonly 
torturing to. death either birds, beasts, or 
fishes. 

From this inhuman scene Dudley's attention 
was diverted by the sudden leap of a dog, flying 
at him with a violence which he at first con- 
sidered as a hostile attack, and was preparing 
to defend himsetf accordingly, when he disco- 
vered that it was nothing more than the affec- 
tionate eagerness of his acquaintance Snowdrop, 
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whom he had asssted to rejran his master, 
Ced\, ID the tower. The poor sninial evinced 
its gratitude for that service by a variety of 
more expressive demonstrations dian he could 
have conceived it powtble for a dog to exhibit; 
not content with which, after its first fervour 
of joy at the meeting had in some d^ree sub- 
Hded, it seized the skirt of his coat, and tried 
to pull him along, as if reedved that the friend- 
ship so hap]Hly renewed should not be again 
speedily interrupted. But Dudley, after kind- 
ly caresfdng it, was anxious to be delivered 
from its importunities, that be might return to 
the more welcome associates whom he had left 
in the dining room. All his efforts for this pur- 
pose proved unavailing. Snowdrop retained 
his grasp of the coat, with a look so expressive 
of resolution, that at length Dudley, struck by 
this obstinacy, suffered himself to be led away 
by his four-footed guide. No sooner, however, 
did the sagacious creature perceive that he was 
disposed to comply with its wishes, than it re- 
linquished its hold, and walked forward, pant^ 
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ing with anxiety, 8»d turning its head repeat^ 
edlj back, to see that it was foDoved. 

In this manner was he conducted acrou a 
wDod-yard and various out>officea, until, oo 
pasMUg through a low, ardied door, he found 
himself outside the wall, between which aod 
the moat was a narrow slip of ground, encum- 
bered with weeds and wild vegetation. A 
rudelj-marked path, formed by the servants 
and labourers, was still to be traced amid the 
tabgled overgrowth, along which the dog pro. 
ceeded, until, by skirting the exterior of the 
building, they arrived under one of the towera 
of the great hall, which Dudley immediatdiy 
recognized for the same by which- he had been 
}neviously enabled to' reach CeciTa place of 
ccMifinement. For the purpose-of effecting some 
repairs in it, a ladder was placed against an 
open window, at a considerable distance tram. 
the ground. Up this the poor animal climbed, 
unaided and undismayed ; and Dudley, who 
now began to guess' the purpose for which her 
had been enticed to the spot, following close 
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behind, made his- way into the tower, and 
thence, by the same route as befm^, to the 
roof of the great hall, and the wall of CeciPs 
prison. Not as before, however, did Snowdrop 
bark and leap, and betray a clamorous impa- 
tience. Although he wagged his twl with ex- 
ultation upon gaining a glimpse of the tower, 
he uttered not a sound, but, aa if afraid of 
being overheard, crept silently onwards ^11 he 
arrived under the window, when he announced 
himself by a low moaning. This was quite 
sufficient for ihe quick ear of his master, who 
instantly appeared at the bars, his face lighted 
up with joyi and his hands eagerly tt}rust out 
to receive his favourite. By raidng him up in 
hi^ arms as before, Dudley enabled him to leap 
high enough to be caught and drawn through 
the window, when he witnessed a meeting still 
more tender, if posdble, than that which had 
struck him with surprise upon the former oc- 
ca^on, the animal fixing its eyes upon its mas- 
ter witli an almost human expression of fond- 
ness, and Cecil again weeping with emotion. 
" In our last interview," said Dudley, " which 
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was SO unseasonably interrupted, I asked per- 
mission to become your friend : will you now 
allpw me to repeat that request ?" ■ 

f You have restored to me," replied Cecil, 
"the only friend I have ever found': for this 
accept my thanks — my gra^tude. You have 
conferred upon me a boon which I would peril 
my life to repay ; but I fear to seek a friend 
among my fellow-men, all of whom have 
hitherto requited my love with cruelty and con- 
tempt." 

" At least accept my services in freeing you 
from this most infamous thraldom, and restoring 
you to your rights ; for, as to the plea upon 
which you are thus immured, it has Dot, I 
venture to assert, the shadow of a founds 
tion," 

" If you mean the imputed derangement of 
my faculties." said Cecil, calmly, *' I differ 
from you; for if the world is in possession of 
its right reason, I am most assuredly mad. I 
have obtained, indeed, but few glimpses of the 
people of reason ; but if all that I have heard 
from others be sooth," they are but little worthy 
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ai the name, for they have been represented to 
me as tamely submitting their fortunes, lives, 
and liberties, to one who seems to be the very 
worst of their own species;-^* tyrant and a 
murderer, — who wantonly sacrifices women, fa- 
vourites, and ministers, to his bloodthirsty ca~ 

' price " 

" God's blessed Mother !" exclaimed Dudley, 
" talk not thus — talk not thus ! the very walls 
have ears, wherever the King's dmngs are so 
treasonably canvassed; and when vorda lik« 
these come from the mouth, our bluff monarch 
is apt to make the head fly quickly after them." 
" It is for the rational to be afraid of giving 
utterance to thought, which is the evidence of 
reason ; thank Heaven I am crazy Cecil, .and 
may say what I like- What else do I behold 
among the woHd of sane people P I see three 
orders, — the church, the army, and the law^ — 
usurping all power to themselves, by agreang 
to delude, intimidate, ensnare, and pillage the 
great mass of mankind, who are so besotted as 
to ofier up themselves, and to destroy one amt- 
ther, for the benefit of their common oppressors 
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and tormentors. The«e ore the peof^ of rea- 
aoo, I say to myself; and I again bless God 
that I am crazy Cecil." 

." Be^rew the books, coudn, that tau^t you 
these perilous notima ; for they may not only 
teep you from your rights, but bring your life 
into jeopardy." 

" I hare been denied all access to books, but 
I hare the more eu^estly read the great volume 
of nature, whose langu^j;e all may understand, 
and whose three leaves of earth, ocean, and sky, 
inscribed with the words Omnipotence, Justice, 
and Universal Love, once mere assure me that 
the creatures of reason are not fulfilling the pur- 
poses of their Creator, and that I am blessed in 
not being enrolled among their number." 

*' Far one ao young, and who has seen so lit- 
tie, you seem to have reflected deeply, cousin 
Cecil, upon these abstruse points.'" 

'^ I am not so young as others would have me 
thought^lf I have seen little, I have suffered 
much-w«nd my thoughts, denied all outward 
commumon, have turned inwaid and been con- 
centrated within myself. Such as they are, they 
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are my own. I know them to be coiitrary to 
the reason of the world ; and once more I rejoice 
that I am crazy CecU." 

" From the Bentiments you have expressed, it 
will little grieve you, I suspect, to <^y youi 
father's dying commands, never to wear harness, 
or become a warrior.'' 

" Earth has no reward to give, no torment 
to inflict, which could make me a soldier. I 
would not willingly destroy the meanest insect 
that crawls ; but to deface God^s own image, 
wantonly to extinguish human life, and this, 
too, as a profession, as a servant to otherB — for 
hire ! none but a rational could be so degraded ^ 
the soul of the crazy Cecil revolts ftom the very 
idea with an unutterable loathing. You started 
in our last interview, when I expressed joy at 
my father's death. Miserable as life appears to 
me, I think death an emBocipatton ; and shall I 
not rejoice when those I love are set free ? In all 
cases I am glad for the dead, that they have 
broken the prison of life and escaped ■ but when 
a soldier dies, I exult for the living also, for 
they have a scourge the less." 
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" You will have as little difficulty, I appie- 
hend, in obeying Sir Giles's second command, 
vhich was that you should marry, when you 
arrive at man's estate, and rmse up heirs to the 
name and honours of the Hungerfords." 

" Many i" exclaimed Cedl, deeply colour- 
ing, while his eyes became suddenly suffused 
with tears — " Marry f alas, if my heart were 
swelling with love — as perchance it may be now, 
—if it were breaking—as I trust ere long it will 
be — who will have compassion on me, who will 
treat me otherwise than with contempt ?— who 
will deign to speak of me except as ' an idiot 
and a boy ?" " 

' " In sooth, cousin Cecil, you do yourself in- 
justice, but you will be quickly disabused of 
this impression, when I set you free, as I hope 
soon to do, from this villanous imprisonment, 
and introduce you to the society irf the world." 

" The society of the world ? Angels and 
holy saints forbid it ! If you are indeed my 
friend, if you would truly serve me, if you 
would lay claim to my eternal gratitude — restore 
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taie to the society of nature, cwtinue to me the 
friendship of nty dog. Let me run far and free 
upon my beloved Mendip hills by day, let me 
lie down with Snowdrop by my side, in the 
deep and dark silence of Wokey-cave by night, 
and be lulled to sleep by the guggling of its 
innaihle waters. There is not a naked crag or 
sha^y glen, no grove or ^de, no copse or 
tangled dell, oo shady nook to which the waters 
flow, that they may sing love-songs to the leaves ; 
no sunny-blossomed mead, whence birds, bees, 
and Bowers combine to throw up odnriferoiia 
music i no subterranean cave, within whose dark 
and voiceless sepulchre it seems as if Nature 
ceased to breathe, and the pulses of her heart to 
beat; there is no windy height or echcdng hol- 
low of the wild Mendip Range that is not fa- 
miliar to my footsteps, and dear, m(»t dear, to 
my bleeding memory ! Oh, if you knew how 
sweet, bow soothing, it is to my bosom to sit 
upon some height, and gaze upon the face of 
nature, till my sympathizing heart, saturated 
with the fulness of its beauty, expands and 
yearns with universal love t — Oh, if you knew 
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the joy, the rapture, the ecataay that filla my 
soul wh^i I can steal ere sunrise to some stilL- 
sleeping emineQce, just be^nning to blush with 
the consciousness of the approaching god of. 
day ; — to gaze upon the great luminary as he 
ascends in his majesty above the'hcnizon, while 
the li^t dances triumphantly up the sky, and 
the clouds wave their blazing banners above 
him, and the earth is flooded with his glory; — 
to see the world start from its sleep into light 
tmd life; to behold the illuminated hill-tops 
gleaming above the misty valleys; to mark the 
flashing waters, the green meadows, and the 
many-twinkling leaves; to catch the incense 
thrown up by the grateful earth in offering to 
its God, and hear the matin hymn of insects, 
birds, and beasts, while the deep oi^;an of the 
wind gives tuneful and sonorous grandeur to 
the chorus that is wafted up to heaven .'—then, 
as I sit all alone amid the wild sceneiy, in deep 
and solemn communion with the spirit of 
nature, do I obtain a short respite from the 
misery of existence ; then do the grateful tears 
gush from my eyes, ttieo'do I clasp my hands 



jt,,Cooglc 



114 THE TOe HILL. 

together, then do I ftdl upon my kneee,— 
and, as 1 bow my head to the earth, return 
thanks to ite great Creator that I am not mie of 
the sons of reason ; — that untonnented by their 
angry passions, and no sharer in their turbul^t 
pursuits, I am an outcast and a child of nature, 
the world-despised, solitary, crazy, Cecil Hun- 
gerford!" 

Seeming to catt^ the in^iration of his own 
description, during this, passionate outpouring 
<^ his feelings; his countanance had been light- 
ed up with a fine and vivid enthusiasm ; but 
he had no sooner reverted to himself apd his 
present situation, than bis iace saddened info 
its habitual melandioly. He passed. his hand 
backwards aoA forwards across the bars of bis 
prison, then laid it upon his heart, and T(;hile 
the tears trickled down liis cheeks^ exclaimed 
in a mournful vt)ic&— " T am as a bird that can 
cmly live amid the 6clda and leaves ; and if 
you could now feel how my poor heart pants 
and flutters to get free, you would wonder that 
it has not already beaten itself to pieces against 
the bars of its cage.^' 
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Dudley had hardly ever been so deeply af- 
fected, dKwgb it would have been difficiilt to 
decide whether compasdon or indignation pre- 
dominated in his bosom. " Be of good cheer, 
my dear and ill-used Cecil!" he exclaimed, 
"'for, by all the saints of heaven, I swear to 
restore you to your rights, or to perish in the 
attempt. What I shall the son and heir of the 
brave Sir Giles Hungerford— '' 

" HuBh ! hush!" cried Cecil interrupting 
faim, and ptaating to Snowdrop, who, with erect 
ears, flashtiig eyes, and disclosed teeth, began to 
snarl ; — " some one iscoiniag^ it is the captain. 
I know it by the dog's pecidiar growl ; he fears 
tbey will tfike liin away agwn. Begone I be- 
gone ! but le*C Its 9Don meet once more." 

Dudley quidcly retired ; as anxious aa the 
prisoner to- avoid discovery, but fully resolved, 
if other methods failed', to call Sir Lionel openly 
and personally to account, and insist upon 
Cecil's foH and insrtant restoration to his liberty 
and rightff. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Treating hia base, subservieDt tools, 
KiisTes though they were, as gullB and fools, 

Each he entices 
To show the bUcknesa of his heart ; 
Then with sardonic grin, sput. 

Laughs at their vices. 

A LOWER room of the Tor House, looking 
into the great court in front, and communicat- 
ing with a gallery that gave a view of the inner 
court at the back of the building, so as to com- 
mand the wh<de of the extensive range, had 
been appropriated by Sir Lionel to his own 
purposes. Hence he could observe every thing 
that was gtnng on ; here he had secret reposi- 
tories for papers and letters which it was im- 
portant to conceal ; here he always kept a sop- 
ply of money for bribery or other hidden dis- 
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burseiuents, with which it was not expedient 
that his steward should be acquainted; and 
here, behind panels or recesses of the wall, 
known only to himself, were deposited weapons 
of all sorts, in case any surprise without, or 
treachery within, should prevent immediate 
access to the regular armoury. Into this cham-i 
ber all intrusion of the domestics was specially 
forbidden, not only to prevent the chance of 
any discovery, but that he might not be inter* 
nipted while he was concocting his schemes tS 
vengeance or aggrandisement ; for it was one 
of his invanable priuraples never to admit any 
of Ms agents or accomplices into his full confi- 
dence. To a certain extent he was obliged to 
develope his dark machtnations, but he never 
VKnt further than was n&xssaxy for the perfect 
execution of his desi^s. Piquing himself upon 
the craft and safety, with which he could direct 
the most nefarious projects, he exulted in the 
thought that, even if defeated, lie had so warily 
conducted them that uothing could be brought 
home to himself personally; and that, if the 
violated law demanded her victims, she might 
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seize upon the tools of his MachiaveUan policy, 
but never entrap the master-hand that had 
guided them. To secure himself the more 
efi«ctually against ultimate pesponfflbility, he 
seldom gave written orders of any sort, and 
rarely spoke to one subordinate agent in the 
bearing of another. 

It delighted him to think that he ^eld in bis 
hand a master-key to the master-pas^n of 
every person employed in his more important 
and dangerous plots : it was a recreation to bin) 
to dance these puppets for bis profit and amuse- 
mrait;'tofeel his supeHor subtlety by mocking 
theit favourite propensities and playing upon 
their foibles ; to lure them on, and dangle tbdr 
respective biuts before them, till tbey avowed 
their readiness for any atrocity he might sug- 
gest ; — merely as a trial of bis present skill, and 
an experiment of what he mig^t expect ^m 
^em upon any future contingency. Above all, 
it Mattered the craft and pride of bis very 
inmost soul to refiect that he hdd a halter 
around everyone of their net^s, and that he 
bad only to give the signal the moment they 
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became troublesome or diEobedient, in order to 
Kt his engines in motion, and make the public 
executioner his accomplice in getting rid of 
them for ever. Two pertons, who bad boggled 
in the execution of his more perilous purposes, 
and threatened a disclosure of his machinatioDs, 
having been already thus dispt^ed of, the re- 
maioder of his agents and myrmidons became 
convinced, that when they had once crossed the 
threshold of ^e Tor House, and become par- 
ticipators in any of his conspiracies, there were 
no steps backwards ; that they must go despe^ 
rately forward with what they had begun ; and 
make up their minds to be the victims of their 
empjoyer, the momrait they ceased to be his 
accomplices. 

While Dudley bad been holding the colloquy 
with Cecil, detailed in the last chapter, Sir Li- 
onel was in deep consultation with his two pria- • 
dpal tools, the Doctor and Captain Basset ; the 
scene of their deliberation being the private 
chamber we have just described. It was his 
custom, when he meditated any atrocity, never 
to propose it at once, but to throw out some 
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dark suggestion of vhich his auditor might take 
hold, and by anticipatiag his inteDtioQ) give it 
the appearance of having emaaated from him- 
self. He had launched some obaoure intinuir 
tion of this sort, reelecting the (^pcMi4.of Cecil, 
from which the Captain, who happened for the. 
moment to be sober, recoiled with marked re- 
pt^^nance, instead of develojnng and advocat- 
ing the adoption of the measure, which had been 
so covertly hinted at, rather than suggested. 
" 'Sdeath ! my nobis master," he exclaimed, 
" surely your thouglits travel not that way, and 
I must have sent my wits claan bende your 
meaning, which may well happen to such a dod- 
dipate as mine. Dags and dagonets. Sir Lio- 
nel ! you have had good approof that L have a 
ready rapier by my side, which leaps after your 
word of command as true aud as quick as the 
echo; and by St. Jt^n Baptist, I am stiU as 
willing as ever to diallenge all comers in your 
behalf, whether Christians, Jews, Turks,, otmni- 
bals or Saracens : that is to say, in a gen^ema^y 
wd captainly way, fair and above<boud, wiUKut 
sorcery or witchcraft, foot to foot, face to fat^. 
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and sted to ateel ; for bo we may still kill our 
ouu), and Dot run our beads into the hangman's 
noose. But as to any more desperate dealings 
with a defeni^ess and mmple-witted youngster, 
anything beyond keeping in hia present trap the 
bird that we have already secured, by cock and 
pie ! it were a piteous deed and a cruel, unbe- 
coming my noble master to require, and unmeet 
for an old ai^dado. like Ben Basset, who carries 
a conscience as well as a swnrd, to execute." 
. "Verily and in good sooth, and under your 
' kind iavour," said the obsequious doctor, who had 
been startled at th^ dark hint thrown out, and 
was happy to find that he should have his com- 
paoitm's support in opposing its implied purport 
• — "thebrave ci^itain gives gdod advice, and 
maintains it with good aiguments ; for it were 
not less needless than full of peril to adventure 
further than we have now gone ; — needless, tat- 
asmuch as the party can do nothing U^ly toe 
himself, not having stained ad antumt vigeti- 
mum primum, when his minority, expires, al- 
-tboughhe mny have reached the teias pubertaH 
proxima. ■ Itm questuw natuially resolves itself 
VOL. Ti. e 
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into three beads, which I sh«U proceed to. state 
and discuss teriatim, without touching upon the 
conaideration of dtaiget which appears,. and troth 
very naturally, to have excited the fears of the 
good captuD." • 

" Fears I thou oamel-backed'. babotu," ex> 
claimed the captain indignantly; " fesr and I 
are like fire and water, which idannot . exist U^ 
gether. I am neither to be frightened'nw Bad< 
(lened. Hang Borro w n cn w. will kill a cat. Sing 
hey, noDoy no, pipe tirLje, tirlowe, rapiers for 
ever, and a fig for the faaDginan > But I said 
freely what I will stand to boldly, thaC such a 
foul deed were cruel and unnatuiaL" 

*' May it like you, Sa Liond,' seriously to 
perpend what the good <»ptain says F' cried the 
doctor, looking submissively up to his patron t 
" for certea, and in all aaodi^ if such a foul deed 
were done, it mi^t justly be termed both cruel 
and unnatural." 

'" Buxsards and dolts^'" exclaimed Sir Lionel, 
-whohad beenliateningto ^tem, wtth a Bneer«f 
bitteE Bcom — " what cruelty can be unifaturs], 
or where, if I would counsel you to some darJb 
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and bloody deed, could you find an inBtnictreu 
more fell, savage, and relentless than Nature her- 
self P Nine-tenths of the creatnrea that she has 
made are p^petuaUy teaiing the flesh and mua- 
des, grinding the bones, and quaffinj; the gore cf 
their fellow-mimals, in obedience to the blood- 
thirsty instinct, for whgae gratiticatioD she has 
taken care to provide them the fit weapons of 
daiCB and teeth, not forgetting to add the 
strength, speed, cunning, aad acutoiess of sense 
^at may reader them the most destructive. By 
these armed and ravencniB beasts she has ordain- 
ed that the d^encoless and the innocent shall he 
tormented and devoured, expressly creating one 
to torture and prey upcm anotliOT, and man upon 
all. What cruelty Ctin exceed that of Nature, 
ye brunless babbles ! whta ye see the eafj^e peck 
oilt the eyes of the lamb, oi the wdf fasten 
its fangs in the young kid, and' eJovly suck up 
its blood ; or plaguy famine, wgA earthquake 
go forth to ravage .by wbtdesde f AjiA wh^t is 
the proud lord of the creation, whom she has 
cdled into invtJuntary existence, without con- 
dewending to «xpbin to him why h^ woe made, 
. g8 
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or the purposes to which he was to be applied, 
what IB he but a Uind iastrament, lured t^ an 
ammal appetite to carry on a HchNne of whidt 
\^ knows nothing, and thrown remorselessf^ 
aside, when this purpose is aasvcred, to tb« 
lingering torments of age, disease, and death t 
We feed upon, one another, md the grave swal- 
lows up all, only ihatfiedh generaiticHis may 
arise to renew the same degrading round of 
darkness, nisa'y, and a fiodretum-lo the dust 
from whidi they sprang^; <al!td'thJB Mind citde. 
have man and beiut pansued tintil 4he eartfa 
itself has beetwie a va^t '^AmeLhouse, ^riwMe 
£oor )8 paved with ^k«Jetonst!aBd id whose ekyt. 
vaulted roof the sun has been hung as a lamp, 
that we may &ae -.aH the- g^mtiy harmrt ot our 
livi^ sepulchre. Such are the lend^ loercies 
of'Natiire, and shall aot bereiwldrcta-be warrant- 
ed to mete out to on^'anotfaar'tbe snne measure 
that they have roceivedfroiai their ctMiUBOt pa- 
rent P Speak, ye prattling moles T 

' Awe~etnick by the fierce en^^ (^ hia mtaf- 
ner, the doctor cast down his eyeey aAd cowered 

. beneath bilB, without venturing a reply ;-butltte' 
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c^tain, vho was' not to'bie brow-b«tteo or inti- 
midated, inquoed in s vmce almost as dictato- 
rial as Sir LiimeJ'a — " Look ye, my bold and 
ne^le mastfr, Nature is a sort of queen, and, like 
OUT brave Sing Harry, may do as she likes ; for 
the head tliat wears a crown, seldtun feels a 
hempen balt» under the chin { but Bea Basset 
isD^tbo- king nor Kaiser; and, bendes, if^ 
(wiests »ng us a tnoe «ufg fxem the desk, or 
speak sooth Avun the pulpit^ be who baa a bard 
measure in tins world shRll be well to fare in 
the next; while tbey who now bear command, 
and pamper their paunches, shall toil in th^ 
rookB, run the gauntlet, and go lean upon the 
riba." 

" And do you see the hooded hypocrites live 
as if they betieved tbiar own fables P" inquired 
Sir LitMiel with a sneer ; " and would you your- 
sdf refuse a prertnt grati6cation for the uncer> 
t^n chance of a future one ? Why then, most 
conscientious captain, I will not pour out the 
rosa soils of wfaioh I was about to ask your 
ofioBvit, well knowing you to be a good judge 
at laafltof sOtong potations ; for the priests have 
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declued such tippling ranfulj although, as usua], 
they practise is secret what they deoouBce in 
public.'* 

" Body o' me. Sir Lionel, I were a vei7 dair- 
eock and a puttook, if I aslmd leave of the tdia- 
ven head wtd the wooUea cowl to lift the flagon 
to my lips. Sfaall I fetch a camukin that I may 
deliver presmt judgnmit upon the ra» solis? 
Beshrew my note ^if it -piay me felse^ bnt me- 
thiniit ] ameS it even here in the very presenoe- 
fihamber." 

"A staunch hoiutd' for secuting its own 
game,"' said the kinght : and proceeding to a 
cupboard he fill^ a small nlver tankard with 
the ardent sfHrit, which be banded to the 
captain. 

*' Slid t" exddmed the latter, smackii^ his 
lips; "this is tare and royal, aonwwbat £ery or 
so ; but it is a fire stolen from heaven, and makes 
me feel as if I bad swallowed a new soul. I 
pronounce it most peremptory exceUeat ; and he 
who tastes it and saya me nay, is a bar in hia 
throat : — in his throat. Sir Limiel, by the mass ! 
that was well said, for bis &ront must feel it to 
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bealk. What! my iioble nunter, diaHnot^n 
Basset be b^ieved, wlien be swears that it is 
divine, and that he, whose midriff it is-wsntdag, 
is your poor seiraat ever, to do your biddini; 
witb heart and hand, eword and dagger, agwnst 
aU your en^nles, barring boys and simple-wit- 
ted inooceDts my brave commanderP" 

" With all rererence, and with the same 
refiervatioo Uiat the good captain has made," 
■aid- the doctor^ ventrtrii^ for tiie first time to 
look up, " I beg .to assure my patroB, that' be 
may dep^d uptminy boma^ and obedience."" 

" Have you locdced out the cabalistic number 
I required in Albeirtus Magnus and Hermip- 
pus BedivtTUS P" .inquired Sir LiMiel, speaking 
to him apart i ". for the planets are auBptoious, 
and the hiH'pKX^ looka -wsil far the advance- 
ment of prt^einicm." 

" Does it so, does it soP" exdaimed the doc- 
tor, with, eftarkling eyes : " my kind patron, my 
best fiieiid, bow: ehaUJ evince iny gratitude J" 

" It likes me, well/ said Sir Liond, turnuig 
to. Basset, ** that you pronounce this a potable 
and palatable elixir," 
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The doctor aUrted at die wt^j «od a'^n 
of delighted anticfpatkm gain a Hmtrk to bia 
distorted features. *' Bat sooth, m; good cap- 
taiii,'' continued'^ Lionel; "he is but abad 
judge wim gives bia verdict Wore be has beard 
both Mdes ; b« pi^tbee taste the othef tankard, 
and give me ydBrddiberateophuMi, for truly 
you are right welcome." 

" Ha, ha t* eried die captun, after tossing off 
tbe potent ' A^uf^ht, ■ Wltboat ' hesitation— '* by 
cup and can,' by thefoAmiifg flagon, aitd the - 
deep-throated- blaek jddk, miy i^y Kps never 
agtun kiss the silver e^Ich^, if this be not most 
royal and cdestid"liquor,'fit ttt-aet be&H<e St. 
Thomas (^ E^t, '9c.'JoaepU of- Arimtitbea, 
and our Lady of W^singbamr By the rood, 
my noble roaster, I am no «Ittvback^ no flat- 
terer ; and yet I say you have a kingly, delicate, 
and dainty taste ; aiid that- boneM Ben Basset, 
who hates ingratitude, is ever i^ady to retiini 
good' services for good Bquor. • What say'st, 
my little -hunch-hade, my dwarf doctor? have 
we not a brave commander, and shUl we not do 
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bls-.^»od plwnire without boggling at a bug> 
•boo, DC viocing at a scarecrow P* 

" We were knaves asd sorry revues to Aeay 
itr'" waa th|8 i^y i " always oc^pting, under 
GMr Licners kmd :favQur and grwuous caaiide- 
mthm^aay further proeeediags of tlie nature n 
kteily intimated, and whisbi I trUst, we have all 
abandoned." 

' " Xbe sno is in Lw, and tbe noon is in Can> 
oer," wfajjapMed' the- knight stot^ng down to 
tbe l^el of the <joct(ur'« eai{ "and tbe twilv^ 
tmuigles .«f tbe htvopco^ are all of full f n>> 
tnise ;.4Hid'l«lt Qigbt IJi^Yolced ths spirit, that 
enaoatiod icom Sftt^im . and- Mercury, whom 
Jwmne Gv4«fl held ia bwdage ; and he assured 
aa&tbati du>uldB«oe,pi:wp«i;i and be rewarded 
widi (be dixir vitie " ' .^ 

'* Then the njignWfHV^^ at hand,^ ejacu- 
lated thfi dootori vibilf) his ^yea Lodied as if they 
woaM Imp out of hi* head. "My revered friend, 
ny wonhipful patron, my more than parent, 
my gainer of new life 1 wh«t shall I do to serve 
^on. I how^all I devote to you Uie remnant of 
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I trust, soon tcvbe tfonsformed and renewed by 
quaffing the precious, the celestial, the inestinta- 
Ue elixir of r^uven^scence ?" Jia looked as if 
be would have fallen at the feet of the knight, 
had not the presence of a third party deterred 
him ; but Sir Lionel; without noticing his trans- 
port, turned to ^e captain, and condnued— 
"Evil fall the miserly master that locks up 
every modicum left within the cruet, when there 
are brave men tuid thirsty Uiat can pledge him 
with the supemaculuiii ! How say you, cap- 
tain ? another little tankard finishes the pottle." 
'* When I say nay to such rosa soils as that, 
may my tongue be dried tike a neafs, and hung 
up in the smoke of a lime-kiln, where no rain m* 
dew can ever reach it. There goes the last 
tankard, my noble master; and by the foot of 
Pharaoh, 'twould faaVe been better than the 
first, but that it emptied the pottle,— left it for 
a dead man! and a merry dirge;go aftfer it! ^ng 
rumble-down, tumble^down, hey, go, now, now t 
What! my brave commander; why need I go 
gadding and fi^gigging after firking, fantastical 
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phrases ? I ttm honest Ben fiossetj your Boldado 
and your forlodo ; and I were a cankovd knave, 
and a puffin, and a dab-chtdi, and a paddodc, 
which is worse tlian all, ibr it nevec drinks, an 
I wtndduot do your bidding. What is a<puling, 
doulHaced, sbambliog boy, that he should stand 
in the -way <^ our aakie: master, who I warrant 
me baa other' twiggen- pottles ready to shed 
their blood for those who will shed blood for 
luio. How ssy'st, . my puck, my robia^good- 
fellow, my doctorly hunch'beaier ?" 

" This nj^t shall I again invoke the spuit,^ 
whispered the knight 

" My best of patrons ! bow shall I reverence, 
bow shall I worship you enough F' relied the 
dwarf in the same tone. 

" What art mumbling andmutteringaboutf" 
cried the captain, who. was now beboBie too pot- 
valiant to feel abashed at the presence of Sir 
Uonel; *' reply, thou carrier of thine own fiesh- 
pack, if. thou art ^ot too crooked to give a 
straight answer." 

" Truly, you are some deal foul of mouth," 
said tbe party thus unceremoniouBly addressed ; 
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" but touching yoar quertion, ibnmiurfi .as 
it coieerns cme who u dddy and Don .nxnpai 
Bientii, sad can neither live kmg, nor be a r*^ 
tional creatare while he does eziat, of r §aiety^ 
ve shall be well wamated in doing tbe will of 
our good and powerful patron, etpeciaDy wfaea 
we reflect in how vital and- eenntial a way be 
will hold himself {hedged to recjuite the aetvioe; 
Is it not ri^t that the settle which holds poweiv 
and courage, and age, and. wisdom, should out- 
weigh that which contains nothing but a witless 
infnat, for sudi he is in law?" 

" Well crowed, my dun^ll bolly>doctor," 
cried the capt«n ; " thou art most fjeremptorj 
logical; fw which I would cl^ thee on the back, 
if I could find roont enough for my .' hand« 
Sing hey ntmny no, pipe, tirlye tirlowe ! vogue 
lagallre, aadaficoforoare! Who's afraidof a. 
jprl-faced bc^jU&de^hoy, when be is called upon 
to do trewage to his liege lord tbe most nofafe 
knight Sir Lionel Fi^maurice of The Tor, «^ 
has twiggen-pottles of rosa soliB in the cd» 
larage?" 
..'5 Who has seen the spirit of Jerome Caitlan, 
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■iid'lMd' pnmise of the Titanus M^natia, the 
tDQStnnabley - inefibble, iaspprecuble elixir f 
addcd.'thc doctor m ao eager whisper to hia 

'. "Whorfbre, my doughty commander," re- 
■umedthfl nptain, — *^ speak but the word, and 
by dag and dagooet, by sword and Bpur, by 
blood and fiie, Bm Basset does the deed, were 
it to |4u<!k a devil ffom out the jaws of limbo, 
at- to diadc aamnt into. them. Sing 

" ThiH on awB7, trdl on Bw»y, 
Sing heave and hoirs, rocnblaleve, traU on awky.'* 

" C<HideioeDd to fiuwur us with the know, 
ledge of your will, most mighty patron," coi^ 
titoed. the doctor,->-'f and we are your bounden 
■lavefl to do it." 

, *' Away, then, to your posts I" exclaimed Sir 
Lionel, afitN having whispered to the captun, 
who,. uptHi reoeiring his corataands, nodded 
aisBnt, and reeled out- of the room, grasping 
hia rapier fiercely wi A his left band, and ehout- 
iqg in a. loud hoarse Toioe the burthen of the 
ballad which he had just before sung; while 
the doctor, lost in an ecstatic vision of his ap< 



.3i.z.iit>,Coogle 



1S4 TUB TOR HIIX. 

pnmching metaowrpbosis, walked slovly avay, 
laying down Ins future plana with one fwejEuger 
upon anotbery muttering .to himtelf, and aj^ 
parently unconscious of every tbtng that oir* 
roiuided bim. "Buzzards and fools! .gulls 
and knaves I" cried Sir Liond, with a grin and 
fiendish sneer, wh«i they had departed; "pee* 
cious 1aaU)lers ye are to preach of Nature's 
kindness, when ye are yourselves a proof what 
selfish and remorselraa hearts she has created- 
She made ye to be the too^ of a master malice, 
like my own'; and even as I throw to my dog, 
to be devoured, the crost which has assisted 
me to cut my meal, so (dull ye aid me to cqrve 
out my purposes, and then be tossed to :tlie 
huigman for your pains. Am I to be blataed 
for striking, when sndi willing weapcuia offer 
thenaelves to my hand P Wbeh the world is 
divided into oppressors and victims, am I to be 
blamed if Nature has destined me by my superux' 
talents to be one of the' former, and steeled my 
heart ag«nst compassion for the latter? True, 
my purposes are guilty ; but how; are.tbe learn- 
ed and the good benefited by tb^ UDBvdiUug 
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virtues P Sickened vith his scholastic wisdom, 
GTSBinua dedicates his learning to the compo- 
sition of a book in praise- of folly ; while Sir 
TbiHnaa More, hopeless of curing the vices and 
fotlies of mankind, bids bis mind emigrate into 
an imaginary world, and seeks consolation for 
the miseries of reality by creating an Utopia. 
Scholar and philanthropist, I laugh at y6 both ; 
and am proud of my own superior choice. Itw 
stead of ridiculing folly by ironical praise, be it 
mine to take advantage of it : instead of ruling a 
vi«onary world, let me Oriamph in tfaiE ; for thie 
existenceit afibrda would be miserable indeed, 
if I could, not retaliate the ii^ustice I have 
received, and look forward to a^ itself with 
pleasure, as it may serve me to m^ure my 
plans, Mid revenge the injuries of my youth." 

At the conc1u»on of this soliloquy he leaned 
back in his chair, and sat for some time resolv- 
ing in his mind the various complots and con- 
spiraciea in which he was engaged ; reviewing 
the conduct of his numerous agedts, both in the 
eapital and the cotmtry ; balancing the chances 
of their treachery, providing against defection 
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in any quarter, and congratidating Inmself oa 
hia superior fiaesse and adroitnesa, ithen h« m- 
flected that he held aliaher artnind every neck, 
and hiid but to more his hand in order to stop 
the breath that would dare to reveal his se- 
crets, or to mutter treason i^aihst liis flufWOi! 
macy. So profband was his abstraction, while 
thus occupied, that he was insensible of the 
approach of Lady I^tzignturiee^ until she sttod 
close beside him ; wh^ri lie'Statted suddenly up^ 
and laid his Hand upOEt'^ Mlt of a da^o^ 
which he always carriied oota£eiided beneath tos 
doublet; but, ashamed.of the emotiim be had 
betrayed, when He recognized tfie visitwit, be 
i^in seated himsdi^ and ^t^, with a oold lode 
and in a et«ii voifee,'-''^HoW now, madaorf 
what make ^ou here P W«T yM sot that this is 
my private apartment ?*" 

The flushed and agitated fefie'of the party 
thus addressed bfebrayed that ^e had beed 
rec«itly weeping, and tier eyes again flUwt -with 
tears as she replied in a mournful ' tone-*-" Wdt 
a-day, well-a-daj. Sir Lionel, they say sorrow his 
got a key to the King's cabinet, and that no man 
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cu ^t op bt» ear from the voice of grief until 
the cardi bw tattled upon his coffis.'' 

•'^ What niMr, I'trow,** resumed the knight — 
";idb«bnevr nuferyis toward? has a cauldron 
of scHip boJled-over in the kitchen — is there ano- 
ther quury'f^ gUss cracked, or has one of the 
dairy-DHiida bcdten her 'diura and siHlt the 
buttewBulk-r 

. Though this WAS uttered irith an expresnoB 
of tauDtKig iroayf it was {received as playful 
ftdniSian^ by Iter ainfde-hearted ladyship, who 
i£ipli«d'inlJ> MiiatI«Bi{itiBt a smile— " Lai you 
naw, my dear Sir Upne], by the five jc^s of 
oar Laotjr^— (BtKt'gratneixjr! I may welt swear 
b^themtfeivhea^i^kiiowsf I have noneof my 
own ;)— by the fiva-joys of our I^adj, it like* 
ae well' tp see you «f Each merry cheer ; for of 
late you never greet me but with a stem and 
naebiBcboly accost ^ and if I might hope pardon 
for.sayiqg it, ;I vould tell you, though it puns 
mj' Iteort to remind, you of it, that you are 
Jt^therao kind nor ao happy as was once your 

■.'9 l,irf^[nByar happjr," exclaimed the knight. 
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with s bittenwss of sjnrit tl^t gave a..inalig- 
Daat scowl to bis face, as the futihty of oU bis 
schemes w«a thus bought home to his bbsbm. 
, . " Oh, yes, jes, yes ! indeed and in good sooth 
you were, .before you elimbed up into all this 
Dnserable greatness, of which, as I sadly fear, evil 
doings and unholy M ue the foundation, and 
which can, therefore, never come' to any ligh- 
teouftOT Buocessftd end. Were you not happy, 
my dear Sir Liond, when you came wooing to 
ne at the miUer's «otta^ under HsielhurBt 
Wood* and we sat in t^ little garden listening to 
£he water that pattered from the -mill-whec^ or 
the blackbird whistling in the large maple-tree, 
and you told' ne stories of the wars, or gathered 
me a posy - of eglantine, pansies,' and primroees, 
or. song-me the ballad of the Bailiff 's daughter 
of Islington, orKing Gophetua ami the "Beggar- 
vmd- Otbin do T thiok of. those days* often 
.doea the whde scene float before my eyes, eT«i 
till I faney I hear, the whistle of the blackbird 
and. the popi^ng of the water; and often, often, 
often do I wish myself seated there stiH, with 
you by my sidf, aa kindly and as happy as you 
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were in those doya of smaller s|riendour, but of 
greater comfort^ aad— <-<di, Sir Lionel, my d«ar 
Sir Liond,' wrae they! not >ttl80 dayi of gnajtir 
innocence?" ■ 

She had' Ittd Iter band upon her husbaad*t 
during Ae.lsttef pact of thia speedi« aoA affec* 
tionately pMQsed it as she omciuded ; but, witb- 
dravin^- ^om b^ endearments, lie coldly ex* 
claiihed^-4*',Twitv mfidain, twit! is it far this 
^riish tattle th^ you; have left the spntningi- 
vikeel and the buttery, and intriided yoursdf 
apoa my. private J. How long have you ex- 
changed th^ h0U8ewi£e''s coif for the friar's hood, 
that you thus presume to catechise me ttnilcbii^ 
my days of bapfuness and innoceace F Giameroy'! 
tnadahi, niiere l»imt you this rare, foolery P"' 

" £orgit.a nie. Sir Liond; in ^x>th, and-ou 
my soul, I would not anget you, no, not for the 
world ; but, tell me honestly, can you lay your 
hand upon your heart and my tjiey were not 
days of greater happiness ?" 

Ind^oant at b«ng thus pertinaciously schoal^ 
ed by one who had hi^arto nevet ventured to 
expestidste against the keenest wid nioet Q»- 
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grant wrongs, and at the same tims irritated 1^ 
the consciousnesG that he oould not answ«r her 
inquiry in the negative, he exclaimed, with a 
supercilious sneer, " When Sir Liond -Fita; 
maurice of The Tor acksowledgea the right of 
bis wife to cross-question him, be will doubtles* 
condescend to answer her intem^jiUitfies." In 
concluding this speech, be made a uovnaent aa 
if intending to quit the apartmoit; but Lady 
Fitzmaurice, resuming posseiacu of the band, 
iriiich he had withdrawn, from her caieas, coo- 
tinued in a tone of still greater eamestnesfr— 
" Bear with me, bear with your unhappy wife, 
and hear her a little Itmger, for you cannot 
doubt my soothfastness and lore ; and ncTer was 
I in more ddesome cheer, or ^eker at my beait, 
than now. I have soea mvuAt, Sir Ijcmel, of so 
dark, sad dreadful, and uph<dy bearing, that I 
shudder to think on't : I would lay . down my 
life to set you free ^m the bimd^^ of Satm 
and his devils, if, as my throbbing and misgiv- 
ing heart tells me, I faave not emi in ay sua- ^ 
picions ;— and yet, since you fcsbade my lips to 
open on this topic, . I have faelcl peeoe like n 
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tmbbting And unhappy, but dutiful and obe- 
dient wife. My husband's awful, his tremeu- 
doQB plifi^t I -have beheld, sod never ventured 
to weep at it, except in secret ; and many a time 
have my {M«jera for his deliverance been choked 
and broken by my tears. My own personal 
wrongs— you know, my dear Sir Lionel, that 
^y hare be«i eruel and Undeserved ; that X 
never gave you cause to prefer a proud para- 
mour to a patient, htthAle, and loving wife : 
tbeee wrongs' I have endured, even seeking to 
oenoeal my -wretchedness, lest it might seem to 
upbraid you. Far from reproaching you with 
words, I wodld not even do so in my looks. 
But there is a deed about to be perpetrated : I 
have just now seen a nght so piteous and so sad, 
that my heart will burst if I may not give utter- 
ance to my tertari, and wafn you, implore you, 
sapplicate you, by^Gtod^s blest mother, to go no 
further in this' ruthless doing." 

" Gsd-a-merey, madam f ' what scarecrow have 
yau crwsed, What grisly bugaboo has haunted 
you in tte shape of a scooped turnip with a 
lighted matc^ in its mouth? Hast heard a 
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death-watch or a pascaiig-bell ; has another c<^- 
fin .bounced againet a tum8{Ht''s leg, or the lu- 
ven in the buttefy-yafd reBumed his ill-omaied 
croaliingsP" 

. ^ Bone deus i b(Hie deus ! Sir Lionel," ehe 
replied, impatiently wringing her bands; "this is 
no time for such scoffing, when, . perhaps, at 
this very moment— poor youth I potw Cecil! 
poor Cecil Hungeiford ! — I saw hin> with my 
own eyes: his arms "Were junioned, his mouth 
was gagged; they were dr^^ng him to the 
dungeon under iJie front tower !" Roused from 
the usual pasnveness of her -character- by the 
recollection of the distreasJDg spectacle she had 
witnessed, she threw herself suddenly upon her 
knees, clagped her hands, and, while the tears 
coursed one another rapidly down her. cheeks, 
exclaimed in a voice rendered alno^ inarticu- 
late by the passionate energy of her appeal, 
"Sir Lionel, my- husband! mybusband! this 
is his own house — you are his guardian — he is 
under our protection; Oh, if you have ever for 
a moment loved me — as you are younelf a pa- 
rent — ae you would avcdd endless misery in 
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this world, and everiasting tonsents- in the next 
I beseech you by our bkffised Saviour, and hie 
holy mother and all good angels, let not any 
further harm come to Cecil Hungerford." 

" And if I should, isadam"' ciied Sir Li<mel 
fiercf^y, his nostrilB-dUattog and ocmbraoting 
with angry agitatioH — " you are doubtless the 
humble and patient wife who would treache- 
rously betray what your prying folly has disco- 
v^ied ; you would play the inAmoier's put, and 
get rid of a husband whoee deede-- — ''' 

*' Oh, neTer, never, neyer .' they should tear 
the tongue from my mouthy the heart from my 
bofiom, ere I would prove a traitress to him 
whom I hare swom to lore, hanotH*, and c^y. It 
is because I do and ever bbaH love you ^ when in- 
nocent, because you deesrvtd'my ai&ction ; whrai 
gtailty, because I would win you to repentance ; - 
that I would save you the commission of ano- 
ther crime, more black, I faar, than all riiat 
have preceded it ; but by my hdidame, and by 
the cross of Christ, and by my hopes of heavm, 
I swear, never, never to bet«ay my husband !" 

Drawing back his nostrils with a sneer of c«n- 
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{dacency at the Bolemn pledge wluch she had thuB 
beea entrapped to give, Sir Lionel coldly replied 
— " It is a deep oath, madam; keep it as you 
would escape destruction. I believe that there 
is nothing to fear from the future enmity ofher 
who lias sworn it; and there is therefore no 
reason why we should chai^ our present pur- 
poses at her solicitatioa.'' So saying, he turned 
suddenly round, and walked out of the rctom 
with such rapidity, that Lady Fitzmaurice, un- 
able to rite up from her knees to prevent him, 
could only ejaculate — " My husband ! my dear 
Sir Lionel t qwre him ! oh, epare him !'' when, 
overcome by the violence of contending feelings, 
every object swam before her eyes, her voice 
died away in inarticulate murmurs, and ^e 
sank fainting on the floor. 
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None can th&t fatal swon) withstand ; 
'Tig wielded bjr a rutUesa Iiand, 

Iinired to tngie 
Deeds of blood;— 'tia aud he's ann'd 
With talismitnB, hia weapon diann'd 
By ritCB of magic 

When Dudley had hastily parted from Cecil, 
alarined lest the vidtant announced by ,the 
■growling of Snowdrop should discover thor 
interview, he had resolved, in the first ebul- 
lience of his indignation, to seek Sr Lionel 
immediately, and demand not only the release 
of the prisoner, hut his instant delivery to the 
Abbot of Gkstonbury, conformably to the 
dying instructions of his father; bat a short 
Teflection convinced him that such a step, in 
the present posture of affairs, would be prema- 
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ture and dat^rous. Much important iDforint- 
tioD, iodispensable to any ulterior proceediDgR 
of a legal nature, might eatily be acquired, if 
he could obtain a few more eosTersations with 
his coufdn. He had (nnitted to mention to him 
Sir Giles's orders on the subject of his removal 
to the Abbey; and,~aboTe all, he had forgotten 
to ascertain when his minority would ex[»r^ 
that he might be formally cUimed frpm his 
guardian at that period, and mtcRed to his full 
rights, should tbey be unable to extricate him 
at an earlier day. Cecil had declared that he 
was older than others wi^ed him to be consi- 
dered, but it was necessary to possess an exact 
knowledge of his age. It would be expedient 
also to adduce specific acts of maltreatment, if 
they thought proper to institute proceedinga 
against Sir Lionel for a compulsory surrender 
of fau ward, a subject upon which nobody could 
enable him td collect such satisfactory evidence 
as the unfortunate sufferer himself. Dudley 
had already seen enough to eiuiTince himself 
that there had been a gross abuse of authority 
towards the minor, and an iniquitous usurpatioo 
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of bis estatflS ; but as justice was then admi- 
niBtered, and especiaUy where a person of Sir 
Litmers power and influence was concerned* he 
was well aware that there might not only be 
difficulty in [oocuring testimony, but that thoce 
was little chance of success, unless it was of 
the most irrefragable and overwhelming nature. 
A few more interviews would also enid)le him 
to conBrm his cousin's perfect sanity, a moEt 
essential point, and one that could hardly be 
established upon the short and hasty conver- 
sations that had hitherto passed betwera them. 
Eccentricity and wildnesa of opinion, pefver«on 
of judgment, a morbid sensibility, and the 
reckless audadty with which he bad arrvgned 
the King himself, might indeed be adduced 
against him as aberrations from the estabhshed 
standards <^ thought^ feeling, and prudence. 
Ignorance, too, might be expected in one whose 
education had been so [shamefully neglected, 
and who had been denied all access to books ; 
but so far from any natural stupidity, or inhe- 
rent deficiency of intellect, he had evinced an 
originality and boldness of thought that implied 
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great intuitive power, and promised, under pro- 
per regulation had tuition, to constitute a mind 
of the very first order. Dudley felt that he 
himself would prohably be the only witness who 
Would venture to come forward, and speak for 
his unhappy cou^, and he was naturally anx- 
ious to be empowered to do so in a conclusive 
and satisfactory manner. 

Influenced by these considerations to post- 
pone his intended demand of Cecil's surrender, 
until he should have obtained from him all that 
might conduce to the efficient posecution of 
his design, he determined to meet Sir Lionel for 
the present, as if nothing' had occurred to ren- 
der their intercourse less amicable than before. 
Nor was he without hopes that by preserving 
this friendly exterior, and leading the conversa- 
tion to the subject of his cousin, he might en- 
trap him into some inadvertent betrayal, that 
should enable him to fathom and defeat his ma- 
chinations. It was ridiculous enough to sup- 
pose that be could overreach or undermine such 
a crafty opponent; but the last thing that a 
i&an suspects is bis own defidency in finesse ; 
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and Dudley, having dedded that he was war- 
ranted in using Machiavelian policy with an 
adversary who never employed any odiei^, felt 
not the smallest diffidence as to his own abun- 
dant qualifications for the encounter. Hearing 
the sound of music, and concluding it to be the 
usual flourish of instruments that announced 
the i^pearance of Sir Lionel, he resolved to 
<^>en the trenches immediately, and for this 
.purpose proceeded to the cedar parlour, prim- 
ing himself as he advanced with the subtlest 
leading questions, and devising the most cun- 
ning traps for discovery that his ingenuity 
could compaga. 

On entering the apartment, however, insteard 
of finding an antagonist upon whom to exercise 
his Jesuitism and casuistry, he beheld Beatrice 
by herself, playing upon the virginals, and just 
preparing to sing. " You are right welcome, 
Sir," she exclaimed, " for I ween there are 
few gallants of the French wars who cannot do 
as good service in a lady's bower as on the field 
of battle. There are many idle hours in a cam^ 
paign, as I have .heard my father say, when, 
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unleat the lance could be excbftnged for tbe 
guiUr, and the toilsome march for featsome 
tripinng to the pipe and tabor, the soldier'e 
lile were but a aarry doom. Here is a lute, of 
no mean merit when it falls into skilful hands ; 
and as X am but a beginner myself, I would 
fain take a lesson from one who has doubtless 
learned to touch it among the fair muncions of 
Gascony." 

** Nay," replied Dudley, " I am on intruder 
upon Miss Fitzmaurice, and an interrupter d 
her song : let her voice be first heard, and she 
will be entitled, by the songster^s law, to call 
upon me for such rude minstrdry as I have 
picked up amid the frequent alarums of the. 
French border." 

''Methinks, Sir," said Beatrice, who bad always 
been accustomed to eiuct an implicit obedience 
to her wishes, " you might have also leamt, in 
that region of politeness, that when a lady pre- 
fers a request she expects a prompt compliance." 
This was spoken with a slight Inidling of the 
head and an expression of some hauteur ; but 
presently, as if conscious that she had betrayed 
too proud an emotion at his want of instant 
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deference, ^e contiaued with an tir of grmUt 
iramty — " lUmMnber, Sir, that though we hcvt 
a few musicisDa in our humble hous^old, w« 
have DO voeaHsts, no raaster of the revda, who 
might instruct me in the Bongiter'i art. I boost 
DO tore but what the precentor of Glastonbury 
has enaUed me to glean ; and, sooth to lay, the 
good nun had no iBuaici-book but his anti- 
pbonar, no better instniment than a three- 
stringed t^xc, no tireller (urs than a jubilee 
anthem, or a chori8ter''s descant; wherefore I 
may well stand excused tram, taking the lead of 
one who has doubtless had teaching from mas- 
ters of approof, ud perhaps both seen and 
heard the great muacian of the i^, the cele- 
brated Josquin." 

"What stnwk would Eke you best?" said 
Dudley, bowing and taking up the lute— "a 
}Jaintive ditty,' such as may best beseem its 
Engli^ words, or one of those merrier madri- 
gals whose echoes are to often heard in the 
sunny fields of France ?** * 

" Let it be a dolesome dump by all means, 
for with revexenca be it spoken, your face. wears 
Httle semblance of ever having been lighted up 
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amid the sunny fields you speak of, and will 
better aAwmpany one of our native laments 
than a merry Frehdi jig." 
' Dudley, whose countenance stiU retained 
some portion of the angry indignation impressed 
upon' it by his aeaae of Cecil's wrongs, smiled 
as he passed his hand- along the strings, and, 
exchuming — "'If my looks be such tell-tales as 
you ween, I must borrow words from my po- 
etical friend Sir Thomas Wyatt to explain the 
cause," — began to Mng— 

. " Marrel do more, al^ioiigh 
Tlie soDge I sing do moaUj 
For other life than woe, 
I never proved none. 
And in my heart also 

Is grav'd, with letters deep, 
A thousand nghi and mo, 
A flood of tears to keep. 
How may a man in smart 
Find matter to rejoice ? 
^ How may a moumiiig heart 
Set forth a pleasant voice P 
Play who that can that part. 
Needs mnst in me appear. 
How fortune overthwart 
Doth cause my mourning cheer." 
' " Nay, Sir," resumed Beatrice when he had 
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concluded — ** though I may weD praise themu- 
sic and the voice, your friend shall not let his 
fair words plead for your heavy cheer. Sooth, 
it is ever thus with you martitilists who have 
paraed the French horder: you leave your 
hearts with some black-eyed beauty of the Ga»- 
con or Norman castles, and when you revisit 
the halls and bowers of England, you can hut 
sigh and sorrow, and send your thoughts far 
away over the march of Calais," 

" Under favour and with your pardon, I 
vould assure you that your own thoughts are 
now wandering from the mark, and I have an- 
other friend and a well-worthy son of the Muses 
who shall vouch diat you do me wrong.'' After 
preluding for a moment upon the instrument, 
he fixed his eyes upon Beatrice, and continued — 
*' I will address you in the words of the noble 
Earl of Surrey to his fair Geraldine— 
' All men might well dispraise « 

Mj wit and enterprise. 
If I esteem'd a pese* 

Above a pearl in price ; — 

• Pese and peason were formerly in use for |Mb q)d 
peaa. 

h6 
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Or jadg«d the-oirl in d^ 

The qptvh&wk to exed : — 
Wiiek dieth but in the ni^t, 
Ab all men know rig^ well.'" 
Beatrice blushed as she applied this compli- 
ment to herself, and understood him to accuse 
her 4a- the cause of his pentdre mood ; but there 
-was no displeasure in her emotion. No homi^ 
to her beauty had erer fallen more gratefully 
upon her ear ; and though her pride vould not . 
allow her to betray half the triumph ^t she 
f^lt, her eyes sparkled, her cheeks glowed, and 
■he could not avoid a trifling degree of a^tation, 
as, in complif^ce with Dudley's request, she ad- 
dressed herself to the virginals and jHvpared to 
ring. *' Truly, Sir," she exfelwmed, " here is a 
short ditty tmd a sad, -and tiiough it mi^t 
have better beseemed your own sorrowful mood 
than mine, which aspires not to grief of any 
sort, I will lend my voice to it ; not only that I 
may mafth your owl with another, but that 
you may tell me how you like Mark Smeaton's 
ipusic. He is ia'faigh favour at court, which is 
no light praise, for our gallant King is himself a 
composer, and one of warranted approof. 
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' I BM tbOW is BO W>rt 

Of tlunga UiAt live in grief^ 
Whidi at some time may not ranrt 
WteTMu Himy ktn MUtl. 

. Tim «w1wWifbeUe light. 
Lies liulcing in (be Imvm; 
He sparrow in the hotty right. 
Way ahroud lier in the eare*. 

But, vo to me, alaa ! 

In «Bn nor yet ta ihade, 
I mmrt find a Nding plMM, 

My bnrden to unkde.' " 

** If I niistiJu jne Dpt," Mttd Diidky^ " thew 
wcvdi we by ao old fnmd <rf my lute uncle'i^ 
Sir Francis Bryjo ; irhoae eye wu tbruat out by 
the Duke <rf Suffolk M the tiii^ of Havenng 
in the Bower ; methoUglit b» vwaea were erw 
rugged as the rcJling drum ; and if tbey oow 
sound aveet and tunabLe to mine taif 1 may 
rather thank the melodiow lovgatrHa than the 
poet'B art." 

Be^rice bowed grao^uUy to the speaker, 
and again prssrating the lute to him, he avoid- 
ed his &rmer error bf inunediately oM&plying 
with the with thn» iatioiated, and ^Jtaai^Bg the 
Btrain with the Unguj^^ aang one oS Joaquin's 
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chaotooettesj wbich were then popular throu^ 
the whole south of Europe. 

" I have a merry varlet of a serviDg-maD,^ 
said Dudley, whoi he had concluded, "that 
shall sing you rural French ditties and scraps 
of the old Troubadour ballads &om matin-mass 
to vespers, and truly we had little other musK 
than such lude relics and our chuicb-anthems, 
until Josquin was sent to polish and enliven us. 
Every baron's hall indeed has «till its instru- 
mental minstrels, but as their v<nce is nlute, the 
song was only heard in the choir, and upon the 
village-green, until this jocund Frenchman, 
adapting his light airs to the virginals and the 
guitar, gave mirthful moments and pleasant 
echoes to the lady's bower." 

" How find you this lute r* inquired Bea- 
trice — '* it is of an esteemed maker." 

" Why, indifferently good for an English ar- 
tisan," replied Dudley; turning it round and 
round with a contemptuous scrutiny—" but 
under your gentle favour, our countrymen are 
sad bunglers,' and their heavy hands are better 
fitted to the plough and anvil, than to any light 
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gear of taste or elegance ; — France is your only 
couDtry ior such dunty toys. Howbeit, tlie lute 
IB a pretty bauble enou^, were it not that it 
jangles sotQewhat like the ^ttem : — and I fear 
me it will be long ere we shall rival our Gallic 
n^hbours, either in the softness of their gui- 
tar8> or the rich deooraticu and classical de«gn 
of their tailor's craft." 

A glance of conscious pride and satisfaction 
at his own splendid suit, which had been manu- 
factured in Paris, did not pass unobserved by 
Beatrice,, who, as she resumed that look of slight 
hauteur which had become so familiar to her, 
coldly obsefved — " Fardie t Monsieur Dudley, 
the country miudens of England, who have nei- 
ther Paris tirewomen, nor'Sav<^ kirtles, nor 
Venice, partlets, nor French hoods and scarfs, 
must show but as village malkins to eyes that 
have doated upon the tasteful trim (^ foreign 
dames.*' 

; " Unless, as in the case of Miss Fitzmaurice,'' 

rephed Dudley with a look of respectful admi- 

- ration — " they unite the superior bloom and 

beauty of England to the natural grace- that 
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endKlHilwi meej ihiag it ftdofita, and conti* 
tutes SD inioaitaUe Cubioii of its own.'" 

'* Tbe fsshioa of compliment » at kstt beit 
acquired among our oMghboun," awl Beatrice, 
not only appeased but gr«ti6ed by the &itter> 
ing turn be had givai to tbe couTenatioii— 
" aad ai I tee that it were poor taste to ask an 
Unglish song, I will beg another of die French* 



In acquiescence with thit request Dudley r^- 
sumed the late. Beatrice, when he had con- 
cluded, again applied herself to tbe virgintda : 
they sang doete together for some time, and 
when they parted Diidley found ad£tional rea- 
■on to rejoice that he had concluded upon remain- 
ing for the present an inmate of Uie Tor House, 
where be might have duly intercourse witb one 
£ot wh«n he felt an jncreaMog admiration ; 
while Beatrice, notwithstanding the momentary' 
pique she had experienced at his avowed pre- 
ference of French fadiioDs, con&ased to ha-self, 
as file retired to her own apartmoM, that iK> 
homespun gentles were half so graceful, cour- 
teous, and uriune, as these travelled gallants, 
.who brought back with them to England the 
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polite accontpfiBhrnenti of fortign eoarts. So 
few indeed were the TiEitmtB of «ny sort wbo 
came to vary the stately uniformity of the T6r 
House, and ihoee few were of a figure and de- 
portment so decidedly inferior to Dudley, that 
it will excite little ' marrol that his presence 
^ould awaken a fluttering at hat heart, to which 
the bad hiAerto been a stranger, and of wMch 
she could not at Sttt miggest to herself any 
satisfactory explanation. 

From the time that had elapsed in ein^ng, 
and in the interesting dlalc^ue that succeeded 
to it, Dudley Ctmcluded he might now revisit 
Cecil with a probalMlity tA finding him freed 
tmva the intruder, whose approach had so 
abruptiy terminated their moming's colloquy; 
and he accordingly betook hins^, by the same 
eireuitmiB route as before, to the place of his 
confinement. On arriving onder Ae barred 
window ^ tke tower, he pntnounoed hia name, 
at first gently, aad sev^o^ times afterwards in 
a knaler toi>6, bat wt^MUt effect ; even a pebble 
wbtch he tiirew into the chamber remtdned un- 
nockxd; and aa he was w^ convinced that hia 
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cousin's acute ear, ftnd the etiU sharper one of 
his dog, could not fail to catch the dgnal, had 
rither of them been within, he was left to the 
mwtifying certainty that he had been Femoved 
to Bcnne more secret dungeon — a change that 
could have originated only in the most suspi-- 
dous motives, and which might expose the un- 
fortimate prisoner to the dark dealings of Sir 
Lionel, without a witfless to oscertun his fate, 
or a champion to avenge it. All his calculations 
and atrangements were now suddenly baffled ; 
his reasons for temporising with the oppressor, 
in the hope of gathering impcHtant informaticni 
fivm the victim, no longer remained in force ; 
and it was useless to sound Sir Lionel as to his 
ulterior views, when he had thus discovered, by 
involving his projects in deeper secrecy, that 
they were of too nefarious a nature to bear the 
eye of man, or the light of day. 

Stung at the thought of his being thus foiled 
and outwitted,' and more and more convinced 
that some new outrage was about to be perpe- 
trated upon his ill-faled cousin, which might 
require the promptest interference to prevent it. 
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he hurried back to the house, resolved to seek 
Sir LicMiel, demand his intentions towards his 
ward, uid claim his immediate surrender to the 
Abbot of Glastonbury. To personal fear he was 
a stranger, and yet he could not help feeling that 
he was too completely in the power of the man 
whom he was about to call to an account, to ex- 
pect success from intemperance and violence, 
and he resolved accordingly to accost him in the 
first instance without unnecessary vehemence, 
and yet to urge his demand with firmnesB. Some 
mia^vings as to the supernatural protection 
which the powers of darkness, with whom he 
was thought to be in alliiuce, might extend to 
him in the hour of need, did indeed flit athwart 
his mind ; but recollecting the righteouness of 
his cause, he cast them from him, and advanced 
with a resolved and undaunted heart to Sir 
Lionel's private room. 

He found him seated at a desk, and perusing 
some papers, which he hastily locked up as be 
entered the apartment, and gazed upon His unex- 
pected visitant with a look of stem inquiry. V I 
should apologize, Sir Lionel," said Dudley, " [or 
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this intnuion, but I hope to ataocl wtcused wheil 
I inform you tfast ttturs of moment will mimmon 
me quickly fram the Tor House, and I am naoi 
OU8 to know, befmre I am called hence, wben I 
am to see mj counn Cedl, and whan it is your 
purpose and good pleasure to send him down to 
the Abbey." 

" What, Master Dudley 1" replied the kmght, 
drawing himself up, with a cold contemptuous 
lode, " you can apply to the l^al guardian far 
informadoD, when you can no longer obtain 
clandestine interviews with the crazy ward. 
Nay, Sir, start not ; and let your reddened faoa 
resume its hue: I would fain save you sudi 
bootless trouble for the future, and it may 
therefore stead you to undcrstiknd that you 
stir not a step, you utter not a word, you haul 
not a voice, you scarcely cfmcave a thought, 
within the precincts of the Tor House, which is 
not as perfectly well known to me as to your- 
self." 

" It is you. Sir Lionel, who should rather 
blush," replied Dudley, striving hard to sup- 
press his resentment — " for having compelled 



uGoog[e 



THE TOK HILL. 168 

Doe, hj yoat unwamntftble imprimmient of 
my cousiD, to hare recourie to s mode of pnv 
oeeding which is foreign to my natuR, and to 
irhich, under other drcumstaocea, I lAotdd 
have Bcomed to stoop. Farour me with the 
knowledge of your iuteDtions respecting him, 
and I pledge myself not to attempt a repetition 
(^ my visits." 

" You are at all liberty, Sir, to make the 
attempt whenever it lists you; but I cannot 
flatter you with any prospect of success : he is 
beyond your reach." 

" I would with to know by what right he is 
secreted from bis friends. Sir Lionet" 

" It would like me as well. Master Dudley, 
to know how you prove yourself to be bis friend, 
aiid by what authority you would supereede 
the legal right of an ^ipmnted guardian ever a 
crazy minor?" 

" I deny that he is crazy : and the power by 
which I would withdraw him from your con- 
trol is the dying order of his father, expli- 
citly conveyed to yourself, in the letter which I 
placed within your hands." 
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'* Of such an important document you have 
doubtless secured so attested copy f' 

" No, indeed, I never entertained a suspicion 
that fluch a precaution could be necessary." 

" God's pity, Master Dudley, you were much 
to blame,'" — said Sir Lionel, with a derisive 
curl of the lip — *' for oy inadvertently mixing 
it with other papers, I have unfortunately de- 
stroyed the letter." 

" But you read it, and must doubtless re- 
cdlect the contents, "" cried Dudley, indig- 
nantly. 

" It would boot me little to deny Uie first 
pcxnt, but the second might be somewhat difli- 
(»ilt of proof." 

" Sir Lionel, Sir Lionel, this is unworthy 
equivocation : if you have forgotten the con- 
tents, let my avouch suffice. Z stood by the 
bed-side of my dying uncle, I indited the let- 
ter in questiou, and can therefore hardly be 
mistaken as to his last orders." 

" Surely, Sir, you brought others forward 
to hear and hear witness to his dying words F^ 

" I have already told you, Sir Lionel, that I 
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was the only person present upon that sad oc- 
casion." 

" Gramercy, Master Dudley, you vere much 
to blame !" cried the knight, with another look 
c^ superdliou! derision, that almost provoked 
his visitant beyond the bounds of patience; al- 
thou^ he still controled himself sufficiently to 
exclaim, with a fcH-ced composure, " Sir Lionel, 
unless my own just demands, and the orders of 
the late Sir Giles Hungerford, be met by a 
prompt and honourable compliance> I forewarii 
you that I shall proceed instantly to enf<»ce 
them in a court of law." 

"Where you have' no' orders to product," 
stud Sir Lionel with a sneer ; " and where your 
solitary, unsupported testimony will doubtless 
weigh much against Sir Giles's letters of at- 
torney, and the formal vouchers with which, in 
the face of the whole neighbourhood, he ap: 
pdnted me the legal guardian of his son ?" 

"Surely, Sir Li<me1, you have'not the mean- 
ness to avail yourself of any such legal difficul- 
ties," 

*' Surely, young gentleman, you have not 
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the fcJlj to suppose that I dull suffer you to 
fathom what my iDt«tidotu ore." 

" I thought I bad to de«l with a man of 
bonour," said Dudley, scornfully ; " it is too 
dear that I am mistaken.'' 

" I looked to be interrogated by a coxcomb 
and a brainless boy," replied the knight, with a 
iwovoking calmness, *' and I find that I was 
rigbt." 

" Knave and usurper f cried Dudley, almmt 
dioked witb sudden passion, " my swont 
diould chastiie this insolence, and do me instant 
justice, but that the bar of thy base birth pro- 
tects thee from its point." 

" Ha 1 hast thou ottered the unforgiven 
word f' died Su* Lionel, leaping upon his feet, 
and tearing his rajuer ttom its scabbard, while 
bis eyes flashed Are, and his nostrils dilated with 
uncontrollable wrath — *' draw and defend thy- 
self, ere I sfut thee like on unrensting calf, for, 
by heaven and hell ! tiiy doom is sealed." 

'* Thy base blood be upon thine own bead," 
said Dudley, unsheathing his weapon, and throw- 
ing himaelf into an attitude of defence ; " come 
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OD, villaiii, and meet thy fate, (at toae good 
angel whispers me that miBe arm is desttacd to 
avenge my cousiii^s wim^, and the death of 
thy slaughtered netims." 

" TliOH irilt find it a lying spirit, boy," 
exclaimed Sir Lionel ; and eagerly crossiDg 
his swctrd with that of his antagonist, be made 
two or three fierce lunges, which were dexter^ 
ously parried ; for Dudley, as we have already 
mentioned, was an almoat unriraUed mas- 
ter ol the weapon : but when the latter at- 
tempted to became the assailant, his rapier, 
wrested from his grasp with a vi<J«ice that 
aUnost dislocated his wrist, flew upwards till it 
struck the deling, and at the same instant his 
opponent, rushmg forward, made a furious pass 
at his throat. The eteel glided through his 
raff without wounding him, hut so forceful was 
the thrust, that the hilt of the sword struck bim 
so as to make him reel, and the ective and 
athletic Sir Lionel, again pressing irresistibly 
forward, bore him to the ground, and leaped 
exukingly i|pon his prostrate body. Grasping 
his throat with ooe hand, and uplifting bis innn. 
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cible sword with the other, he looked down upon 
hini for a moment with a triumphant scowl, and 
then exclaimed, " To hell, imolent meddler as 
thou art ! and tell the Lord Dawheney, Sir 
!Launcelot Wallop, and Master Trevor, ^was I 
thdt sent thee !" 

Totally unable to rescue himself from the 
clutch of hia gigantic assailant,- already did 
Dudley see the fatal weapon gleaming before 
his eyes, already had he abandoned himsdf to 
his seemingly inevitable fate, when a pierdng 
shriek echoed through the apartment, and Be- 
atrice, rushing precipitately forward, threw her- 
self upon her father, and arrested his uplifted 
arm, at the same time screaming out — " My 
father ! my father • would you murder your 
guest beneath your own roof^ 

" Off, unduteous girl ! begone, audacious 
minx V — cried the knight furiously, " were he 
ten times my guest, he dies the death !"— ^He 
struggled to disengage . himself, but she clung 
to him with a force scarcely inferior to his own, 
iud looking upon him with an expres^on of 
inflexible determination, exclaiiped io a firm 
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and resolute voice — " Kill me you may, but 
you shall not drive me from you V — Sir Lionel 
roae, with the appareat purpose <^ AaUng ber 
off by sheer strength, but he had no sooner 
liberated Dudley, than she cried out, " Fly, 9r, 
fly ! my father is mad, and knows not what he 
does i" while she still grasped her parent's arm 
wit^ undiminished vigour. 

Seeing that no time was to be lost, aodfeeUng 
that there was little dtE^^race in retreating fran 
one whom he firmly believed to be assisted by 
sorcery and necromantic aid, Dudley anwe, 
picked up his rafner, bowed with a grateful 
expression to Beatrice, and quitting \he apart- 
ment, walked across die great hall, hurried 
along the causeway, and turned his back upcm 
the Tor House, agiuted with a variety of con- 
tending emotitms, but still soothing his wnuh 
and mortification with the convicti<m that bis 
luthcrto-uQConquered sword had not been 
wrenched from his hand.by mortal power, but 
the unholy and unoppoeable mastery of devils. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Wretch ! tiou 'rt t«o drunken to be Bisin :— 
If irith thy vulgar blood I deign 

My Birord to milly, 
Tis not thy forfeit Ufa to take. 
But that Uuu m^f 'et awhile forsake 

Thy trade of bully. 

Saca was the indigttant agitation of Dudley, 
that, without prescriUng to himself any iiDme- 
diate object, or in the least adverting to the di- 
rection that his footsteps vere taking, he conti- 
nued walking e^erly forward, imagining and 
rejecting one scheme after another, for the deli- 
verance of hia cousin and the signal chastise^ 
ment of his unprincipled guar^an. The sw»d, 
as he had fully experienced, was of little avail 
against one who had either wielded an invincible 
weapon, or could summon unseen demons to 
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wreocb thai of his opponent from his grasp, and 
hurl it in the air. If be attempted legal pro- 
ceedings. Sir Lionel himself bad pointed ouf 
in a few words the difficulties with which he 
would h^ve to contend ; he felt the total defici- 
ency of evidence on his own side, the prepm* 
derating wraght of testimony on the part oi his 
opfMHient; and he had reason to believe that 
peijury, corruption, and intimidalioD, would not 
be spared, if they were found necessary to d&- 
-feat his purpose. Even a ctiroct appeal to the 
Kin^ which he was inclined to think the most 
feasible measure, appeared to be fraught with 
danger when more narrowly considered. Beyond 
the imprisonment of his cousin, which would of 
oourse be attempted to be justified by his im- 
puted imbecility, he had no distinct or tangiUe 
accusation to advance. Sir Liond, on oceount 
of his noble and commanding figure, personal 
prowess, and dexterity in all chivalrous sports 
wd exercises — qualiGcatimis wbich always insur- 
ed the good opinion of the King — was known to 
slaod well in bis favour ; aad Henry, not leas 
arbitrary than capricious, might visit as a tem- 



jt,,Coogle 



ITS THK roll BILL. 

porary offence the attempt to substantiate a 
' ctiaige agiunst any cxie for whom he entertained 
a ftiendly feeling, especially if there ^ould be a 
failure in the proof. 

Lost in reveries of this nature, he at lengtb 
approached the Manor of the Mere, one of the 
dependencies of Glastonbury Abbey, where a 
rich and lovely scene lay outspread before him, 
which, if his mind had been in a fitting state to 
receive the calm and hqly influencee of nature, 
could not haye failed to soothe it into tranquil- 
lity. It was an autumnal evoung, warm, silent^ 
and serene, the setting sun throwing a golden 
bloom over the unrippled waters of the Uttk 
lake whence the. pUce derived its name, and 
lighting up the wood that r^se gradually from 
its further margin, every leaf so motionless, and 
the whole tufted range suffused with so warm a 
flush, that it might almoet have been imag^ed 
to have just fallen asleep for the night, Several 
ponds, or smaller lakes, presented portions of 
their gleaming surfaces around the Mere, shaded 
and intermingled with groves, copses, umbra- 
geous islands, and rich open meads, until it be- 
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came Afficult to distinguish the boundaries of 
tather, so completely did the mellow sunlight, 
in which they were all flooded, melt them into 
one another. Close to the borders of the greater 
lake stood the Manor House, an antiquated 
building, whose numerous tops of carved wood- 
work, once pointed, though now rounded' and 
corroded by time, its hage gothic windows, its 
solid castellated gate-house in front, and the 
suburb of bams, granaries, and well-thatched 
stacks behind it, left you in doubt whether it 
^were a religious edifice, the old family mansion 
of a gentleman of worship, or the abode of 
some substantial yeoman or wealthy fanner. 
The glaring colours and sharp angles of any 
" newer structure would have refused to harmo' 
nize with the soft scene around it ; but the time- 
worn pinnacles of the present building, and the 
varicoloured tints left by the breath of departed 
ages upon its walls, gave it the semblance of 
having grown old with the venerable trees by 
vhich it was overshadowed, and blended it as 
mellowly with the scenery as if it constituted a 
portion of the natural landscape. 
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Earth and water had combined to enrich 
this fertile manor with every vanety of pastoral 
wealth. Notwithstanding the heat of tlie sea- 
son, its meads were gladdened with a thick and 
flowery aftermath. Unecared by the sound of 
the woodman's axe, the trees spread their gigan- 
tic branches far and wide, as if anxious to ex- 
tend Uieir protecting shade to man and beast. 
Nothing hut the whiteness of the sheep, cluster- 
ed beneath them, betrayed that they had lost 
xhar fleeces, for from their size and rounded 
plumpness they miglit have been thought to be 
still robed in their wool. In the fish-ponds be- 
hind the mansion was goodly store of the fin- 
ny tribe, which, when they occasionally heaved 
themselves upwards to the surface, appeared 
from their enormous size to be ancient tenants 
<rf the place, and by their reverend and substan- 
tial look might almost justify the phrase ap- 
plied to them by Dudley, when he teroied them 
the abbots of the water. Although the sun had 
BOW retired from the orchards, which extended 
themselves by the side of the fish-ponds, he 
could see that their laden branches, bending to 
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Hie earth, would have brolcen with their richer 
had they not been carefully propped ; and even 
in the shade their fruit exhibited a bright and 
ruddy glow, as if the truant gleami of Buoshine 
still lingered on their ndes. The large sleek 
cows, brought up to the homeBtall to be milked, 
were quietly feeding from cribs overflowing with 
rich clover, whose fragrance, retained by the 
moist air wafted from the lake, diffused on every 
ddea oocd odoriferous freshness, rendered pecu> 
Uarly grateful by the sultrinegB of the previous 
morning. Beyond the homestall was a small eu- 
doeed park, over whose paling the deer, lifting 
their auttered heads, gaied upon Dudley with 
eyes of mild wander ; while, from little shnib- 
beries and plantatioQs of underwood that Ainged 
the approach to the manuon, the pheasants, too 
tame to be startled at his presence, came forth 
to seek their evening food, some giving their 
rich colours to the sun, aad others moving 
tAtoat indistinctly in the shades of the covert. 

The Uke, along whose sbtav the Manor of the 
Mere extended its quiet and sequestered loveli- 
ness^ was about five miles in circumference,' 
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and appeared to be scarcel; less sl^undaatly 
supplied witb fish than the well-stocked poDds. 
At ita upper .extremity were two large cedar- 
trees, which, according to tradition, had becQ 
originally brou^t from the Holy Land, and 
planted by one of the Hungerfords on his re- 
turn from the first Crusade. Standing out in 
sharp and darit relief against the sun, which 
was settii^ behind them,, they imparted a 
aolemo Oriental character to that portioQ of 
the Ttew, and, as they tht^w their broad and 
long shadows over the waters, seined to be sta- 
tioned where they stood as the giant guardians 
of the little £den that lay outspread before 
them. Upon the rushy, bank of the Mere, 
immediately below the mansion, was a game 
of swans, as it was then termed, being an esta- 
bUshment of hutches and ^tcloeuies for rearing 
and breeding those stately birds, nearly one 
hundred of which were seen floating thout the 
spot, the fanning air drifting up the light snow 
of th^ plumage as they radled proudly away, 
or looked aaluuit with a bridling and graceful 
coQsoiouaiess of their own fair shadows reflect- 
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ed in the peltudd tmrrar of the' lake. Lower 
dovn, upcm the same side of the Mere, was s 
game of herons, which were seen stalking along 
in such nambers as to darken the banks which 
they explored fbr fish, and lifting up their kn^ 
l^s with as stately a step as if diej disdained 
to tread upon earth. So tame and sleek w«re 
the birds, beasts, and fishes of all sc^ts, that 
they did not suggest the idea of bring destined 
to the use of man, of of looking upon him as 
their enemy ; hut rather that they were in a char- 
tered- sanctuary, whWe it was their privilege 
to fWtten arid grow old in the enjoyment of 
existence, until its natural termination should 
arrive. ■ ' 

Notwithstanding' the number and variety of 
its animal tenants, a deep Serene silence reigned 
over the whole manor ; for the waters were mo- 
tionless, the winds Were hutted, tite cows were 
busy at their elover, the sheep were pantii^ in 
the shade, the smaller birds were retiring to 
roost, and the large flocks of white fHgeons which 
w«re still careering round, and round above the 
bnilding were at too great a height to allow the 



uGoog[c 



178 TSK TOB HILL 

flaj^ng of their wings to be heard. If the 
leaves were dow and then rustled with a pasting 
breath from the lake, it eeemed as if the twi- 
ligbt were enfbtding the scenery in its arms, 
and hutting nature to sleep ; and this tempo- 
rary cesEation of the silence did but add to the 
intenrity of the subsequent repose. Attached 
to the Manor House was a smaH chantry, which 
the embowering trees had prevented Dudley 
ftom discovering ; and in ^e midst of the sere- 
nity and stillness he was startled by the deep, 
solemn, eonorous voices of the romks chanting 
the even-song, whose sound floated mellowly 
along the waters tobe lost in the surrounding 
woods. The swans turned themselves half 
roundj and held their heads on one side as if 
listening to the strain, while the deer drew back 
their tuitlers from the paling and retreated Be> 
veral paces : but as the notes died away, they 
again slowly advanced, snuffing up the air with 
their timorous nosbils ; and the feathered mo- 
narchs c^ the lake pursued their course with a 
Btlll more majestic stateliness, as if indignant 
at its momentary interruption. 
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Truly^ aatd Dudley to himself, I might have 
Eumused, vnthout this holy chsnt, that I was 
guing upon scHue Abbey Manor; for the monks 
are ever well bestowed, and fail not to oi- 
trench themselves in all the fatness of the earth. 
' Though spoken reproachfully, his rranariE am- 
veyed an encomium rather than a censure ; for 
in these 61aMx>nbury meads, as at CrowUnd, 
Hales Oven, and other places, the monks, by 
the patient labour of years and the unstinted 
i^lication of the funds at^ their commaod, bad 
drained, and dug, and [Ranted, converting wa- 
tery wastes into tefming meadows, and des^ts 
into gardens, until wheresoever they establi^ied 
themselves, " a paradise was (q)ened in the 
wild." 

While he stood conteroplatiDg the scene be- 
fore him, now btginaing gradually to deepen 
into the sober purple of twilight, a powerful 
bass>Toice suddenly dialled the silence by dag- 
ii^ a merry mraikish canticle; uid, on looking 
in the direction of the sound, he beheld his 
acquaintance, Fnar Fruik, watering the flowers 
in a small garden between the gate4iou8e and 
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the potrdi of the tnanucm, which was in a state 
of the highest and Qeatnt cuhiTation, " S«lve •" 
he exclaimed as' Dudley approached, agmn im- 
parting to his fine VMce the more Bolemn tone 
used in the diurch'^erTice ; and then coDtinned 
with a che^ul familiarity, ** Ha i my son of 
the slough, ray knight—not c^ King Arthur's 
round table, but of his deep, quagmire — quo- 
modo vales, how farest thou ?" 

" Let me not iatwrupt you, good father," 
said Dudley ; "for 1 know that men of your 
<»der have few recreations, and none periiaps so 
soothing to the heart ae that of rearing a little 
progeny of flowers." 

' *' It is said that we have no domestic jbys, 
my son ; but, by the hely rood,' there be te%r 
have larger families than he who considerB the 
whde neighbburtuXMl as. his children.'" 

" From what I have observed," resumed 
Dudley, " I may well vouch for your being the 
father of all those who need a pcu^ait^s kindly 
aid." 

" And here is another family," continued tiie 
friar, pointing to bis flowers, " that mother 
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Earth bath brought me ; and right heartily do I 
love them, for a hsodgomer or Eoore united race 
never blessed a fiither's care. Here be some c^ 
Yorli and Lancaster, red roses and vhite, en- 
twined together as fondly as if, like our gra- 
cious King, they sprai^ from one united stem. 
If ere be French marygolds, to whom our Sn- 
^ish bees shall sing a peaceful umg ; and though 
they may have a tustle together for the prize <rf 
honey, they ^all part-good friends, for, by the 
mass, these quiet bwd^^ he not hke that 'twixt 
Calais and Boulogne. Where ^all ye find 
coscombs' and columbines so comely and so 
innocent as these, which dance together in the 
wind, and kiss one another with lips which 
(bertedictum sit nomen Domini !) can utter no< 
thing but fragrance ? What royals or nobles 
so rich and bright as yonder golden-rods ? and 
where rfiall ye find musk or civet perfume so 
sweet as that of the eslantineB and honeysuckles, 
jessamines, and giltiflowers, which all breathe 
their fragrance at once over this little modicum 
of -earth ?^ 

". In sooth, father, you have a well-trimmed 
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garden, and a goodly, with rare flowers, that 
do credit to your husbandry." 

" Here be poDtaes,'' contiaued the friar, too 
much interested in his hortulan riches to notice 
Dudl^^B speech, " whose culture shall give 
you the heart's-ease that grows in the bosom; 
balsams that ^all better purge melancholy than 
if yoii had sailed to Anticyra for the mind- 
healing hellebore ; poppies, whose training and 
watering shall ensure you sounder sleep than 
the swallowing of their juice; and, if you 
would rather feed the palate than the eye, on 
yonder bank be strawberries, such as the Bi- 
shop of Ely never equalled in his famed garden 
of Holbom." 

" They are indeed most excellent," said 
Dudley, gathering some, *'and better to my 
taste, this sultry evening, than your fairest 
roses." 

" And yet, when these flowers have regaled 
mine eye until they pass away," resumed tiie 
friar, they may still minister to my palate, fop 
here are my little winged confectioners, (he 
pointed to a double range of hives, around . 
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which the bees were thickly clustering,) who 
are presernng the sunshiaeancl thedewofeveiy 
blossom for my winter's reptut.^ 

" I marvel much,^ said Dudley, '* how you 
find time, amid your many aTOcations, to keep 
your flowers iu such a dainty trim.*' 

" When it is my turri to nng at the Mere, I 
prune, and train, and water them as best I may* 
and by St. Benedict, the holy founder of our 
order, it would not mislike me to do perpetual 
duty in the chantry, that so I might make thia 
garden my own little oratory ; and while the 
birds and bees sang anthems to me, and the 
flowers threw up incense &om every chalice, I 
might sit atAcHig them, and look upwards on a 
nobler roof than was ever reared by man over 
abbey or cathedral, even upon the blue vault of 
heaven, and pray silently with my thoughts to 
Him who is throned above it. But eheu ! and - 
hei mihi ! my son, this may not be : we have 
bu^er duties to perform, more urgent, if not 
. better, daitas upon our time and service. And 
this reminds me of our last interview, and to 
ask what makes you here, and how fares the 
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hank, the doomed mas, the devil-Bold end. ac- 
cursed King of the Hill ?" 

Dudl^ gave , him to understand in & few 
words that he had quarrelled d«4pei:«tel; with' 
the kaif^t, and that in an encoaiU«r of swqxds 
his life had only been saved by the.int«rvsntii)n 
at Beatrice. ** Holy St Mary 1" ejacukitM the 
friar, *' didat tluni not make him sweac the oath 
of the trial, by battle P and baqt thou. reiieatf4 
after matin and evening mmg, ' il cxBeitwte conlia. 
libera nos, Domine ?' " 

" Sorry am I to eoi^eu, good father, that 
there was no time for the one, and that. I fgigot 
the other; but to make amends I promise to 
meet you in the abbey, whenever you will ap- 
pcnnt, that we may sing together ' Hosanna in 
exceUis V for my escape." 

Friar Frank groaned aloud, and then re8um> 
ing the tone of levity and monkish Latinism, 
which the enthunasm excited by his garden 
had for the moment banished, exclaimed, " My 
son, my eoa, did I not bid you 'ware the hawk f 
' Machinari est aliquot, sed dum revolvit tot et 
tot, DominuB suui est Astarot.'' Great he is and 
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all-ipoWerftil, but the day will' come when the 
devil will let tooee his hand in this world, in 
order to clutch it for erer in the next. The 
King of the Hill will have to lay down hii 
proud and impious bead in the dnst, and if it 
should be taiy lot to pronounce the * pulva%m 
pulveri, cinerem cineri,^ and to write his efNtaph, 
I w^ld lint exclaim, ' Ne scribam vanum, due 
mihi, Chrisfe, manum t* and then would I in- 
scribe upon his tombstone, 

' ffte /iwef a cankw'd knave: 
Bedoebub lua sgul save !■ 

"But, DeU9 misereatur nobis! he yet lives, and 
you jeopard your life, my son, every moment that 
you stay in these parts : you are the first that 
has escaped his sword, and it will be a nulvcle 
indeed if you stumble not into the traps and pit- 
falls, nor get snared in the toils, which he will 
be sure to set for you whichever way you turn ; 
for he never forgives^ and seldom fails to destroy, 
his enemy. What is your purpose, and whither 
^wefidye?" 
: " I had no settled dm, and knew not whi- 
thfer my feet were leading the, but my pur- 
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pote in these parts touches the irortliy Abbot of 
Ghutonbury, and I would fain consult bim aa 
to my future pEoceedings." 

" A godly man he is and a good," said the . 
friar, " aqd better guide thou canst not have.^ 

" And if my dai^» in the neighbourhood of 
the Tor Home be so pressiDg as you deem," re- 
plied Dudley, " I cannot too soon have access 
to him.'" 

" He sleeps at his manor of Sharpham," 
resumed the fiiw : " but you will do well to 
betake yourself forthwith to the abbey as the 
asfest refiige, where you will find good lodjipng 
for the night : and in the mmmipg, after I have 
•ung matim at the chuitry, I will mA fut 
to speed over, (thou knOwegt I am a sturdy 
wallcer,J and join thee." After giving him mi- 
nute directions ibr finding his way, and assu- 
ring him that there were no sloughs to fall into, 
and but little excuse for walking into thelake, see- 
ing that the full moon was just rising above jtt 
further boundary, he exclaimed, " Salve et vale!" 
and resumed his occupations in the little ^irden : 
while Dudley, having thanked hiip far his 
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friendly sarices, proceeded in the directkm of 
the aUwy, liBtening for sonie time to the friar, 
the sound of whose deep and mellow vmee, as 
he chanted ^mother monkreh hymn, floated 
along in swelling cadences upon the w^ater. 

As be advanced beyond the tvach of the 
strain, wbieh had derived a strange solemnity 
from the hour and the aoJitariness of the scene, 
his Noughts rererted to the occurrences at 
Tor House, and liis resentmeflt tntving now in 
Bome degree mibsided, while the humiliation of 
his defeat was aUeviated by the conviction that 
it was produced by supamatnral agency, he 
dwdt with complacency upon -the recollection 
of Beatrice's critical interference, to which the 
preserration of liis Hfe was solely to be attribu- 
ted. It flattered Hs pride to believe that the 
impassioned enei^y, she had displayed, sprung 
from a wMToer feeling than mere commiseration ; 
and his own p^titude for the vital service she 
had rendered, kindled his previous admiration 
into a more ardent sentiment, though he could 
not but be aware that their mutual attachment, 
if such indeed it was, had not commenced 



.it>,Goog[c 



188 THE TOn HILL. 

under any very auspitnous circumstances, and . 
was still less likely to lead to any fortunate 
result. 

Had he been more of a lover he would hardly 
have failed, as he paced the shore of the lake, 
to sympathize more deeply with the moon, whose 
full orb} throwing along the waters a bar of rip- 
pling light that terminated at his feet, seemed 
to place him in communion, almost in craitact, 
with the queen of the night, and to afford him 
a medium along which he might waft his wishei 
from earth to heaven, and implore the aid of it 
goddess who has ever been conddered favourable 
to mortals crossed in love. Such fancies, how- 
ever, were not congenial to the fashion of his 
mind, and it was more on account of the. detour 
it would occasion, than the loss of this accom- 
panying ray, that he regretted the intervention 
of a narrow creek, which, running some distance 
inland to meet a little water-course, compelled 
him to turn. away from the mere. At its ex- 
tremity was a grove of oak, maple, and hazel, 
which he had nearly reached, when a figure, 
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emerging from the trees, and advancing towards 
him with a swaggering air, cried out in a harsh 
voice, which be immediately recognized for that 
of Captain Basset — 

" Troll on away, troll on away. 
Sing heave and howe, rombelowe, troll on a»ay !" 

•* What, my gallant cock of the dunghill, my 
nimble-footed ruffler, my fierce runaway, have 
I found you; and retreating towards the Abbey 
as I suspected ? By the foot of Pharaoh, you 
have held me a smoking cbnce this hot evening, 
and but that I h&ve forsworn vater, X could set 
my mouth to the mere, and rob the fishes of 
their white ale for want of better liquor. Hast 
left nothing unfinished at the Tor House P taken 
nothing away that does not belong to-thee ?" 

" Nor one, nor t'other, sirrah," replied Dud- 
ley, who saw that he was more than half intoxi- 
cated, and suspected that it was his aim to pick 
a quarrel, perhaps for the purpose of engag- 
ing his attention, while others might start ftx>m 
the trees to asaail him at the same time. 

" Nay, you pass me not," cried the captain, 
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swearing the Englishman's osth*, for I tell ytm, 
spite of jouF stout denial, that you have \aft 
behind you an unfioished quarrel with my ui^^ 

* The anthor has endesvoured to be aa little offensive 
BB powdble in introdudng the oaths and Imprecations 
which were at this period ia sudt &miUat usage. In- 
deed the reroltii^ baUt of swewing haa heeo, a distiji' 
guiahed characteristic of the English for many centuriee, 
and the national adjuration which has given us a nick- 
DMiM Npcm tke Cmtinent, i^ipean to have prav^led at an 
earlier period than is geoerallf snppoaed. " The Eng- 
lish," says Dr. Henry, " were remarkable in this period, 
(between 1399 and IMfi) aniMig the nations of Europe, 
fbr the ahntd «id impiMM practie^ of proftse swearing 
in ccrnvMBatien. The Count of Luxemburg, accompt^ 
nied'by the Earb of Warwick and Stafford, visited the 
Maid of Orleans in her prisoa at Rouen, where ^e was 
ehNoed to th« floor aqd loaded with irons; the Count, 
who had sold her to the English, pretended that he bad 
come to treat with her about her ransom. Viewing him 
with just reaentment and tedain, she cried—' Begone ! 
you have nuther the power to ransom me.' ThaiL turn- 
ing her eyes towards the two Earls, she said — ' I know 
that you English are determined to put me to death, 
and iaiagine that after I am deed yon trill conqner 
France. But though tiiere were a hundred thousand 
G — Dam'mees more in France tlian there are, they will 
never conquer that kingdom.' So early"^had the English 
got thjs odious mckname, by their too frequent nse of 
that horrid imprecation.'' 
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master, Sir Lionel Fitzmaurice, and have taken 
away a life th&t does not belong to you — namely, 
your own, whicli was jusUy forfeited : where- 
fcve, by fire . and blood, and cup and cannikin, 
and rapier, and roaa solis, you must let die 
Hwoa moell your ctdd iron, and wind up the 
account with me, honest Ben Baeaet, his acA- 
dado and his forlado. What ! ehall a gallant 
kni^t, who rides with fura and footckrth, be 
bearded in his own house by a FrenchiBed po- 
pinjay f Tha-v, thou base Besagnio 1" 

UsBheatbing his weapon as he spoke, be 
planted himself in the middle of the path, 
but Dudley,- who conaideicd such an antagonist 
quite beneath his anger, and perceived more- 
over that he was in no condition for the com- 
bat, contented himself with saying " Harkve, 
aaucy and drunken groom ! if you wish not to 
carry fOT some days the mark of my sword-belt 
uptKi your shouldtf's, you will stand aside and 
give me way, for my purposes are urgent, and 
I will not be letted by any such red-lattice 
swaggerer." 

'' You huff it well, Monneur Dudley, but by 
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cock and pye, I '11 make you tame as a blackbird 
in a great frost. Your French jacket shall be 
slashed, and pcnnted, and drilled, even worse 
than it is; for I have svom to let the moonlight 
take a peep under your ribs with this my trusty 
Toledo ; my nimble down, tumble down, hey 
go, DOW, now," 

He advanced nearer, brandishing his weapon 
in a menacing manner; but Dudley, still re- 
tuning bis composure, resumed : " Once more 
I warn you, as you vahie your life, not to move 
another step ; for, unless you wield a charmed 
sword, like your miscreant employer, you will 
find to your' cost that you have to deal with 
one who is no mean master of tiis art.*" 

"Why, what a bragging coistril art thou, 
Master Dudley ! hast taken lessons abroad at 
rapier and dagger, and learnt the imbroccata, 
and the slaccata, and the pasiata, and the 
punto-revenot It matters not an' thou hast, 
for I am honest Ben Basset, who, «^tboiit 
knowing the name of the thrust, can bore a 
bole for every button on his adversary's jacket ; 
■o draw, draw, thou craven, or I spit thee like 
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a lark, with my hey notmy no, pipe tiriye, 
tirlowe." 

Ab be was by this time within two or three 
paces' distance, flounshiog his weapon as if de- 
termined to attempt the execution of bb threats, 
Dudley hastily snatched his sword from the 
scabbard, intending, if posable, to disarm his 
opponent ; for be was too generous to meditate 
any serious injury a^nst a man fighting un- 
der such a manifest want of self-pt'>68essioD. But 
he was not aUe to ^ect his purpose so harm-, 
lessly as be intended, for in (he second pass 
the point of bis sword, slipping over the hilt of 
bis adversary's, ran him com^detely through the 
upper part of the right arm ; and the captun, 
reeling backwards and dropping big weapon, 
exclaimed, " Dags and dagonets ! the foul evil 
befel thy pestilent steel ! it has let moonlight 
into ray shoulder. Whew I who would think 
that hot blood could spirt from so cold a 
wound? A murrain upcHi thy French thrust- 
ing ! I diall not be able of a month to wield 
Bilboa, or clink cup and can, and shall have 
noug^ to do but sing ' Troll on away ;' wag— ■■ 
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zooks; what a rascal twioge shoots down to 
m^ elbow T 

Apprehensive of some new assault or trea- 
cherous ambuscade, Dudley snapped his ad- 
versary's sword in half, and thou^t it prudent 
to make the best of his way through the little 
grove ; which he did without regarding llie cla- 
morous exclamations of the captain, who, with 
a variety of abusive epithets, called aft^r him 
to return, offering to fight him with his left- 
hand, and threatening him with all sorts' of 
future vengeance, if he refused to comply with 
his request. Dudley kept his sword unsheathed 
until he had passed through the gloom of the 
trees, which he did uumolested, when, upon re^ 
gaining the open banks of the lake, now ir- 
radiated by the full splendour of the moon, he 
returned it to its scabbard, and hastily pursued 
his way, taking the recent attack as an earnest 
of the active and mahgnant hostility, which he 
was now to expect from Sir Lionel. Basset, it 
was obvious, had been immediately dispatched 
to dog and waylay him ; and it was probably 
owing to the half-sober compunction of the 
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agent, which, in the midst of his ruffianism, 
made him prefer an open souffie to an assassi- 
nation, rather' than to an; boggling in the in- 
structions of his employer, that he might attri- 
bute his present escape. Two attempts upon 
his life in so sbort a- space of time convinced 
him that there would be little security for his 
existence, so long as he remained in the vicinity 
of an eneniy, who was as active and relentless in 
pursuing his revenges, as he was formidable in 
the means of enforcing them ; and he resolved ac^ 
cOTdingly, if his intentions should be approved 
by the abbot, to proceed to London, where he 
had connections of rank and influence, and try 
whether their united power, reinforced by the 
strong arm of the law, and perbaps by the in- 
terference of the monarch himself, should it 
be deemed advisable to claim it, « ould -aat be 
sufficient to procure the emancipation of his 
cousin, and prove an overmatcli for the usurp- 
ing, audacious King of the Hill, in spite of his 
plots and stratagems, his numerous banditti- 
like ret^ners, and even of his unholy alli- 
ances. 

X 2 
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Wrapped ib cogitatioiu of this nature, he 
pursued fais way at a brisk pace towards 6U»> 
tMtbury, until, on ascending a gentle eminence, 
he beheld the shaded side of the TeneraUe 
abbey, rearing its stupendous and irregular 
mass against the moon-lighted sky, more like 
one of those colossal fabrics of the imagination, 
which we trace in the broken outline of the 
evening clouds, than any structure which it was 
possible for human hands to have juled up. 
Its lofty towers and pinnacles, as they caught 
the bright ray which was intercepted below by 
the body of the building, looked like baseless 
columns hai^ng in the sky; while Ibe light 
which was admitted into the interior of the 
- great church, gleaming here and tb^re indis- 
tinctly through the windows of its oppoute and 
darkened' side, just broke the ^m mass suffi- 
ciently to show the prodigious extent of the 
whole range, lio sound was heard, no obyect 
was seen to move ; the very elements that sur- 
rounded it seemed to be hushed and awe- 
stricken ; and when Dudley, penetrated by a re- 
verential feeling which all nature appeared to 
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share, arrived at the porter's lodge, and pulled 
the bell, he could hardly help fancying, as be 
listened to its deep sullen echoes, that there was 
a degree of profanation in thus dispelling the 
silence that bad invested the sacred building. 

The monks within had already betaken them- 
selves to repose ; the abbot, he was informed, 
OS indeed he had been previously told by Friar 
Frank, was at the manor of Sharpham ; but 
on stating that he came to him on urgent bu> 
siness, he was ' shown into a small neatly-ap- 
pointed bed-chamber, of which there were many 
set apart for the use of occasional visitants, 
where the fatigue of his long walk and previous 
exertions soon enabled him to forget the agi- 
tation of his mind, in a profound and uninter- 
rupted sleep. 
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CHAPTER Vir. 

What abbot could be found throughout 
The reahn, more learned, good, devout, 

BettM or Iriglitn' f 
Blameless he ran his godly race. 
Conferring Hanctity and grace 

E'en on ihe mitre. 

AaisiiTG early the following morninjr) Dud- 
ley employed his ^we^.I^ore the arrival of the 
abbot, in waodering , about the building, at 
which, upon hii previous visit, he had Been no 
portion but the great church, and that only in 
a hurried and imperfect manner. To this 
solemn and Btiblime scene he again bent his 
steps, walking amid the tombs, and over the 
grave-stones of lbs departed great, whose illus- 
trious names seemed to hallow and ennoble thr 
spot ; or pacing along the dim and lofty aisles. 
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where the very silence seemed to be holily pray- 
ing, and his footfall, gentle as it was, to be an 
interruplion of its devotions. Having more 
l^surely surveyed the unrivalled architectural 
beauties anil rich decorations of the place, and 
spent some time in decyphering the Norman tiles 
of the floor, inscribed with scripture-sentences 
in Latin, and the names of various kings and 
benefactors, he visited in succession the cha- 
pels of St. Mary, St. Andrew, of our Lady of 
Ijoretto, of the Holy Sepulchre, and of St. 
Edgar, in the latter of which was the venerable 
tomb of the king who had g^ven his name to 
the building. All the others were enriched 
with sumptuous monuments of brass or marble, 
erected to the memory' of monarchs, queens, 
abbots, warriors, statesmen, and noble dames of 
the olden time, who little thought, when they 
ordered their remains to be deposited in this 
solid sanctuary, that the walls, which time would 
have spared for numerous ages, should be torn 
prematurely down by man ; that the beasts of 
the field should make a kennel of their dese- 
crated graves ; and that the hands of sacrilegi- 
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ous avarice, disturbiog even their bones should 
scatter them to the fowls of the air, as ibey 
rifled the coffins of their ornaments, or turned 
up the earth beneath tliem in search of buried 
treasure. 

From this spot he strolled to the inhabited 
part of the ctitablishment, leaving the King's 
Iirodf^gs, as they were termed, with those of 
the abbot and friars, unvisited, and passed 
through the faimercr's office, the jubiler's of- 
fice, the friary, and the alnmner''B apartments, 
until he came to a lofty arched door, secured 
with nails, bosses, and bars of iron, which, turn- 
ing heavily on its binges as he pushed it open, 
admitted him into a room, that he little expect- 
ed to find, in bo peaceful an establi^ment, being 
no other than a spacious armoury, abundantly 
provided with sworde, spear, arqticbussee, bul- 
letSf and other warlike apparatus. Most of 
these weapons, appearing by their fashion to be 
of great antiquity, had probably been |m)vided 
during the wars of the Roses and previous 
periods of trouble, when the church-militant 
found the halbert and the battle-axe a better 
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security for its posseBskms thm the episcopal 
croeier, or even than the papal bull, though 
■wrapped in lead and sealed with' the Fisher- 
man's Seal. For many years the spder, afford- 
ing an emblem of security and peace, which 
might well atone for the dasty n^Iigence that 
it implied, had been sufiered to weare festoons 
over the mouths of the guns, and hang like gar- 
lands upon points and blades that bad once been 
Reddened with human gore; and indeed the 
apartmrait itself, from the time of Perkyn 
Warbeck's insurrection, had been as a Temple 
of Janus dudng peace. But since Sir Lionel 
Fitzmaurice had taken ]K»session of the Tor 
House, — a man who avowed an implacable en- 
mity to the abbot, who was known to be ready 
for any desperate enterprize, and whose nume- 
rous armed retainers were always kept prepared 
for its execution,— 4t had been deemed a measure 
of precaution to furbish up the rusty weapons, 
and re-establish the order of the armoury, that 
the abbot might be enabled to repel any sudden 
surprize or noctumal^aeaault from bo formidable 
a ndgfabour. 

x5 
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Quitting this uncnngental department of tbe 
religious edifice, he traversed the wardrobe, the 
rtUl-house, the doctor's and the bishop's apart- 
ments, the oakfxi gallery, the cIoisterB, in which 
.several of the monks and officers of the esta- 
blishment were pacing to and fro, and entered 
the great hall to the south, which was about 
forty yards long and twenty broad, the whole 
of the upper end being bting with a magnificent 
piece of arras, of the richest colours and most 
exquisite design and workmanship. After ad- 
miring this choicest jnoduction of the Flemish 
looms, he crossed the brood court, nearly five 
hundred feet in length, and entered the scrip- 
tcHrium, where eight or ten inonlcE, and as many 
writers belonging to the abbey, were already 
at their desks, copying, transcritHOg, or diges- 
ting ancient tracts, historical chronicles, char- 
tuUries, and literaiy treasures of all sorts, both 
ancient and aiodern, 'ecclesiastical and civil. 
From this apartment he passed by a Urge dou- 
ble-door into the spaciouiS^and lofty libraxy, not 
leas astonished at its great extent thtm at the 
innumerable books and manuscripts that it don- 
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tained, piled up from the floor to the eeilif^ ; 
though it is prolwble his emotion did not equal 
that of old LeUnd, who declares, that at the 
aght of such an unequalled collection of the 
rarest, most jneciouB, and sacred remains of an- 
tiquity, he was struck -with such a rererential 
awe and amaz^nent, that he drev hack astoun- 
ded at the view,. and hesitated for some time to 
pass the threshdd. Here were preserved the 
clasracal treasures in Greek and Latin, vhich, 
but for such careful custody, and the pains 
taken io the copying and collation of ancient 
manuscripts, would never have descended to dur 
thnes; here were accumulated, and in a great 
measure composed, the materials which have 
suppUed an ineshaustible reservoir for all eub- 
sequent historians ; and here was furnished a 
ready answer to the question so often and ao 
tauntingly put — '* How did the lazy monks 
employ themselves F" When thdr architectu- 
ral, agricultural, aqd literary labours are con- 
sidered, whatever objections may be urged 
against the monastic institution, in a religious or- 
political point of view, it can hardly be main- 
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tmoed that its members were such absolute 
drones in (be national hive, as die; have been 
sometimes too inconsjderately termed. 

Hear it not, je members of the Roxbur^ 
Club, when we declare, that rare and tinique as 
Vere these treasures of the tAAeo time, they ex- 
cited less interest in Dudley than the old-fa- 
shioned weapons of the armoury, to which be 
was about to return, when he was accosted by a 
Venerable silver-headed servant in the abbot's 
livery, who informed him that his lordship was 
arrived, and as soon as prayers were over would 
attend him in the parlour, to which he was 
accordingly escorted. It was a small Gothic 
apartment, the sides pannelled with dark-co- 
loured oak of rude carving, but the roof of 
vaulted ' masonry, the arches springing from 
grotesque headi of no very inviting physio- 
gnomy, and terminating in little squat monsters 
that looked down from the ceiling with an 
equally forbidding espressioii. A large antique 
arm-chair, which, by its cu^ions, seemed to be 
appropriated to the abbot, who was old and 
infirm, was carved at the back with figures that 
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eoold hardly hare been expscted in such a &i> 
tootioD, being an aAwmblage of derils dan(n[^ 
with great apparent glee, although the moral 
sculptor had cunningly contrived, by introduc- 
ing some curling flames beneath them, to show 
that they could not tiius indulge theaiselvea 
with impunity. On the table amid books and 
papers lay a papal bull, which had apparently 
been left open for consultation, and, as Dudley 
had never seen one of these instruments, he ex- 
amined it, and was reading aloud its commence- 
ment — " Innocentius Episcopus, eervus setvo- 
nim Dei, dilectis filiis Abbati et Conventui 
Smt£» Marite Glaatonite, Bathoniensis diocesis, 
salutem et apostolicam beaedictionem- In Dei 
ntmune, Amen !^ — when, as be uttered the last 
words, they were repeated in a low voice behind 
him, and looking round, he beheld the abbot, 
to whom he bowed respectfully, and apolt^zed 
f<H- the Uberty he had taken. 

" Alas, my son P replied the venerable man, 
" there be greater liberties than these taken 
now-a^lays with the edicts of the Holy Father ; 
and there be few in our dark and evil times, 
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^that have the grace to make excuse fw vmidi 
les* -warrantable bearing, nay, even fix opeA 
and audacious denial of their authority. God^s 
will be done in all things '. Stand not, my soa ; 
—I pray thee, now, be seated. In mine office, 
or in the temple of the Lord, my <iuty bids me 
exact all the state th^ may do honour to my 
ministry ; but here I am Richard Whiting, no 
longer Lord Abbot of Glastonbury, but a sin- 
ner like thyself, and, as thou seest, a feeble and 
infirm old man." — He sunk slowly, and with 
apparent pain, into his cushioned chair. Dudley 
seated himself oppofflte to him ; and the abbot, 
too much impressed with his own sickly and 
precarious state to advert immediately to the pur- 
port of his visitant, continued — " Yea, truly, 
my son, pride in the spirit were but in me an 
idle mockery of the humbled and wanidg flesh ; 
for I am hastening to the grovei, where the acull 
that wore the mitre or the crown shall be en- 
circled with the wcvm, and the hand t^at car- 
ried the croraer or the scepu« shall grasp the 
dust; for t}ie deepest grave and the fairest mo- 
nument is but as the vain enthronemeot of a 
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ratueeous Bkeletea ; and such will shortly be all 
the grandeur and the rtate of the Lord Abbot 
of Glastonlwry ; ' curium cooaunmavi I oursum 
coBsuounavi T " — For a piiilute or two he re- 
maiited.gssmg upon hw- croEeed bonds, appa- 
mitly Ibst IB aoleain though resigned reflec- 
tions, wheo^ rousing bioiself from his reverie, he 
said, as he lifted hia 9ytB to Dudley, " Pardon 
me, my son, if an old man who feels that he 
has deeper ctwcern with the next world than 
with this, has eufiered hia thoughts to wander 
awhile heaven-ward ; and tell toe, I pray thee, 
what is tfadne errand heee, aad how may I best 
serve thee ?" 

In as concise a monner'aspoiaible, his visitant 
related to him the dying orders of Sir Giles 
Hungeiford lor the ramoTal cJ Cecal to the 
abbey, his own. adventures at the Tor House, 
his coDviotion tbat the limbetality imputed to 
hiscoiisin was acalumny-'inrented for the moet 
nefamua purposeta, Iris susfiiaion of the dark 
deagns. of Sir lionvt, who, having usurped the 
estntesi.appetlred resplvc^ to^maintain them by 
^6. secret impifbonment, perhaps by the mur- 
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der, of the rightful heir; and concluded hif 
atatement by requesting hU counsel and advice 
aa to the bsit node of proceeding, for procurii^ 
the etnancipation of his couau, and avoidii^ 
the fonnidaUe hostility, with which he hinwoif 
might expect to be relentlessly assmled by his 
treacherous guardian. At the first maition of 
Sir Lionel's name, the abbot had repeatedly 
crossed himself with conudersble agitation, ex- 
claiming, when the relation was concluded — 
" A fearful man he is, my son, and an evil — 
guileful and wily as the serpent ; one who de~ 

' Ijghteth in dtu-kness, and his hand is acquainted 
with blood. He is the Belial that has profaned 
Uie Temple of the Lord, and made the sacred 
symbols fall prostrate ; the Baal and the Ash- 

' taroth who hath idolatrous priests, and demand- 
eth human sacrifices. But though the Satan to 
whom he hath sold himself may prosper for a 
while his hellif^ schemes, the Holy. One whom 
we serve, the God of St. Benedict, our pious 
founder, will confound his devices, and he shall 
he prostrate, even as the great Dagon when 
the Ashdodites rose in the morning, and behold ! 
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Dagon fallen, his face to the earth, before the 
face of the ark of Jehovah !" 

In referring to the Scripture, he hadunooa- 
sdously slipped iflto the Latin language, thou^ 
we have given the passage in its English 
version. 

" And how, roy lord," inquired Dudley, 
" may we best defeat his machinations, and de- 
liver oiy unhappy cousin from the danger with 
which he is menated, if indeed it Iiave not al- 
ready crushed him ?" 

'f Though the demuns that minister unto him 
have, as I am told, -guided the lightning to my 
grange, and burnt it to the ground," said the 
abbot, not noticing his question, " I will not lose 
my trust in Him wlio hath ever protected the 
abbey by his miraculous "grace; in Him who 
smote Ananias and Sapphira, who caused the 
son of Hamadath to be hanged on a gibbet, while 
she was plotting the destruction of Mordecai, uid 
Belshazzar to be slain for profaning the sacred 
vessels of the temple." — His face became ani- 
mated with a pious fervour as he spoke, and he 
delivered himself, again using the Latin tongue, 
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with an energy that seemed hardly coDnstent 
with his previous debility. Obsotving, how- 
ever, that he seemed not to have heard his 
c^uestion, Dudley repeated it; when the abbot 
replied in English, attd in a calmer manner, — 
"Holy Saint Mary ! this is a weighty matter and 
a deep, and I may not httstfly give an opinion, 
nor proffer counsel, without hairing first devoutly 
prayed for guidance and godty help. Before 
even-song this shall be done, and we will confer 
again; but now I may not longer tarry, for it is 
Wednesday, on which and on the Friday morn- 
ing, all the neighbouring poor betake tfaemsdreB 
hither for relief of tbSr worldly wants, as -well 
as for such ghostly cMnfort as my exhortations, 
and prayers, and ble^ing, may impart unto 
them. Abide in theae apartments, where thou 
mayest see the order of our little collie, and 
ere long, when the poor have been cared for, 
and I have besought heavenly aid in my private 
watory, thou shall again have speech erf me. 
Meanwhile the blessing of Saint Benedict be 
with thee !'' So saying, he quitted the parlour, 
and the silver-locked servant who had escorted 
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Dudley thither agtua making his appearance, 
and declaring that he -had been enured to ac- 
c<Hnpany hiin oyer the eetabliehment, they quit- 
ted the i;oom together. 

The abbot'a apartmeste, as they were mo- 
destly de^;nated, foimed in fact a suite of spa- 
cious halls, chamberB, and building% which con- 
stituted at once a cedlege and a little court, 
whose admirable arrangement, perfect discipline, 
and' polished manners, had long served as a 
model for the whole kingdom- Hither were 
sent from all parts the eons o! the nobility and 
gentry, oCtt only to receive a virtuous and 
learned edtication, but to be instraQtad in every 
p^te accomphshmait. Abpve three hundred 
liad been thus bred up, by the present abbot, 
besides many others of inferior raqk, whom he 
had fitted for the universities. His table, with 
his numerous attendants and ofBcers, exhibiting 
a well-ordered and pleoteou* hospitality, without 
any unnecessary luxury or ostentation, were 
admired by every visitant ; and such were the 
extent and regulation of his domestic offices, 
that he had been known to entertain five hun* 
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dred p«BOOB of dittinotioD at a time, without 
difficulty or embarraBunent. When he west 
abroad he bad sometimeB above a hundred at- 
tendants in hiB train, yet while he submitted to 
all these state-obBervanceBj as the appendages of 
hik office, there was not personally a nx>re meek, 
lowly, and humble-minded individual, thui the 
powerful Lord Abbot of G-laetonbury, a member 
4^ the Upper House of Convocation, and a par- 
liamentary baron regularly summ<Mied by writ 
to sit " inter pares, proceres, et barones regni." 
Just OB he had com|deted the survey of the 
establishment, accompanied by his anci^it guid^ 
and was crossing the Broad Court, Dudley wa^ 
startled by the sound (^ horses' feet advanciBg 
towards him at a rapd pace. Upon tunaing' 
nxind he behdd Pi«;re, mounted on a stout 
gelding, with the valise at his back, who siting 
as he saw his master, pulled up his horse :— 

" Bc&ig tu bien, mon cher camanide, 
Pourquoi 1b femme est lans barbe au menton ? 
Elle porle tant-tant, tont-tont, tent-tuit, 
Qu'on n'eut pu la raserBanH quelqae estafilade." 

And *' pardi, monsieur," he continued address- 
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ing his master sod rubbiog his chin, " I have 
the same excuse for not having ^aven this 
morning ; for ever since daylight I have been 
talking and scolding to get myself and Mon- 
sieur's valise safe out of the clutches of yonder 
leelerat, at the Tor House. Vrai nomtk Dieu I 
we have no such mauvai* tujets in France." In 
answer to Dudley's inquiries, be proceeded to 
state, that he had no sooner learnt bis fracas 
"with Sir Lionel, and his departure from the 
T(w House, — circumstances of which he bad te. 
mained in ignorance until Captwn Basset's ar- 
rival at a late hour on the previous night, — than 
he had availed himself c4 the first dawn of light 
to pack up the valise, with the intention of fol- 
k)wing him to the abbey, to which place the 
faptain had reported his flight. The servants, 
however, to whom he had first applied for as- 
sistance, were so far, when they were made 
acquainted with the state of the case, from 
teoderit^; bin any ud, that they began to con- 
fabulate together iH to the propriety of detain- 
ing him, iintiL Sir Lionel's ydeasure could be 
knora; aad eaaeurring in tjje prudence of this 
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Step they had actually locked him up in the 
stables while they went for instructions. Scarce- 
ty had they done so, when a trumpet sounded, 
and other vcnces were heard announcing that 
Sir Lionel, in ^rious wrath at the defeat and 
serious wound of the captiun, had ordered all 
his household aud retainers to arm themselves 
and assemble in the Great Hall without delay, 
intending, as it was thought, to make an attack 
upon the abhey, and attempt the recovery of 
the fugitive by main force. Not hy any means 
relishing this posture of afikirs, Pierre applied 
himself to the door at the oppoute extremity 
of the stables, which had been fortunately left 
unsecured, and finding the coaat clear, selected 
the stoutest gelding' he could find, led it to the 
spot where he had left the valise, and strap- 
ping it hastily upon the horse^s back, mounted 
before it, determining to escape if pos^ble by a 
nimble coup de main. In the general confusion 
of the moment he passed along unnoticed, or at 
least unobstructed; at the Gate-house they 
were but imperfectly acquainted with the cause 
of the confusion ; they had received no orders to 
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prevent his egress ; and he accordingly sallied 
forth from the enemy's quarters, and clapping 
spurs to his horse, as soon as he was indifferent 
to the suspicions vhich his speed might excite, 
had presently galloped into the broad court of 
the abbey. 

Accust4Mned to predatory warfiire, long enough 
to consider every thing 6ijr booty, he now pat- 
ted his steed on the neck, and exclaimed, with 
a look of self-gratulation at his exploit, " Mon- 
sieur wiD admit that this stout gelding is no bad 
prize for the beginning of hostUiUes ; the valise 
contains at least every thing that belongs to 
' us ; and if there be a trifle or two more, mor- 
bleu ! how cati one help it, when they oblige 
you to collect your baggage in snch a hurry ?"" 

During this narrative, several of the monks, 
surprised at the sight of such an unusual appa- 
rition within the walls of the id>bey, had formed 
a circle round him, offering a. singular contrast, 
by their grave dress and saturnine physiogno- 
mies, to the gay foreign costume, olive com- 
plexion, gold ear-rings, comic expresdon, and 
laughter<twinkling eyes of the Frenchman, who 
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had now dismouated, and diBctoaed his white 
teeth as be looked smirkingly and briskly 
around. Obserring their amazement, he clapped 
his hands together, and at the same time shout- 
ed out, " Hanntton ! vote, vole, vole .'"" so sud- 
denly, that several of them started back in some 
dismay, apparently doubting the perfect sanity 
of their vivacious visitant. Sre they could re- 
cover from their alarm, he seized the most so- 
lemn-looking of the party by the hands, and 
pointing out his own toe like a dancing-master, 
while he drew back his head, and arched up his 
black brows till they threw a siicceswoQ of 
wrinkles to the very top of his sunburnt ton- 
head, he began tenderly hummiug a French 
dance, and whirled his invduntary partner 
round and round in a spedes o( slow waltz, of 
which he executed his own portion with consi- 
derable grace and great apparent enjoyment ; 
while the monk, keeping at arms-length from 
him, as if he were in the grasp of a madman, 
stared in his face with a look of utter amaze- 
ment, not unmixed with a -^Ught d^we of 
horror. 
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*' How now, saucy eirrah !" cried Dudley 
angrily—" wJiat meaa you by thisfooPs gear 
and monkey's antics ? . Are these godly men to 
be as lifi^tly eatreated, as if you were still 
jxnnping with the gosnps at the Tables ; and is 
this a moment for your Tom o'Bedlam freaks, 
when, if you be not'a faUe-apoken knave, we 
. may look to have the cracking of arquebusses 
„ to attend to, instead of your mistimed pranks ?" 
" Dame ! Monsieur, c'est le moment mime — 
there 's no time to lose in making use of the 
foot, when there 'b a chance we may be presently 
kiuicked on tlie head ; and as for . this respec- 
table, fat monk"— he chucked him familiarly un- 
der the chin as he spoke — " though he looks so 
hke a solemn sir and a sullen, he has a decided 
genius for the art, and in three weeks, under 
my care, he should donee you a h<M-npipe H 
ravir ; so look not so glum, good father — Eh 
Paltangui Piarot, boutte bas ton chagrin.^ 

" Silence I once more, thou malttpert knave," 
cried Dudley, in a still more authoritative voice, 
" or thy shoulders diall be ^witched jrith thine 

VOL. II. . L 
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own nding-ataff, till thou rangetf anotheT'gakies 
ditty." 

" Domiae, fiat pax T chanted Father 
Fcaok in a deep voice, that drowoed every 
other, and prearatlj jranoDg the aaeeiBblag^ 
and learning the report made hy Pinre oa to 
the hostile preparations at the Ten: House, be 
drew Dudley aside, and assured bim there was 
no ground for apprehension, as Sit Xionel, 
although be might pretend to be carried away 
by a momentary wrath, was naach too crafty 
and calculating an adversary to cooomit hims^ 
by any open attack upon die abbey, especially 
where there was bo Mttle probability of hip 
succeeding. The lofty waU^ he said, by whieb 
they were surrounded, secured tbeoL from a sur- 
prise ; the numbers within more than doubled 
imy that their adversary could rauster; nd- 
ther arms dih- ammunition were wanting; and it 
was likely that, in this instance, as in previoxu . 
demoQstrationa of the same sort, Sir Lionel was 
more desirous to keep his people on the alert, 
and ascertain their fidelity, than to undertake 
an attack, in which, even if he succeeded, he 
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would oaiy be exposing himself to the certoio 
▼eDgeance of the lav. It was agreed, therefore) 
while they CH-dered the oilter-gates of the abbey 
to be kept rigorously shut, and appointed scouts 
to watch the procee^gs at the Tor House, 
who mi^t give an unmediate alarm should a 
sortie be made in any force, that nothing should 
be said upon the subject to the abbot, whose 
I»ecariou8 health and shattered nerves little 
qudified him to support the shock of any such - 
alarming intelhgence. 

Scarcely had they formed this reeoIutiW) 
when the dinner-hour was aimonnced by the 
ringing of a large bell, and Dudley accompa- 
nied Friar Frank into the refectory, where the 
tables were spread out ibr a numerous company. 
According to established usage, the abbot sate 
by himself at a small elevated table, approached 
by twelve steps, divided into three stages, at 
every one of which the monks who broug^ 
him his dinner in silver dishes, stopped to sing 
a short hymn, a state-observance which effectu- 
ally secured him fn»n all danger of burning his 
mofith with the viands. At the visitants' table 
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were serersl poor genUemeD, as they were 
termed, who, if they - happened to be.<^ Iub 
with any of' the fDunders' or benebotors *>f the 
abbej, or from the mere aicnmstance of their 
gentle blood, clamed a- rig^t of free-lodgiiig 
arid entertainment for a certain number -of 
days, at the expiration of which they generally 
shifted their quarters -to some ot^er religious 
establishment, until diese vagabond paupers of 
ihe aristoerocy had eaten their way frooi one 
Mid of the kingdom to the other. Not much 
coveting the society- of Budi gentry, — who, not- 
withstanding tfaeir pennilbss pouches, were gene- 
rally nottHious gluttons aod e|HCurea, ever com- 
paring the entertainment of one abbey or mo- 
nastery with . another, and calling about them 
with as much omigaDce as if they thought their 
high lurth would atone for their low manners, 
— Dudley betook, himself to a lower table, and 
obtiuned a seat next to his friend Friar Frank. 
Several of the students, he observed, were 
-eager to procure pkoes round about hiu^ a cir- 
cumstance which he attributed to thecbeei^ 
familiarity of bis manners upon ^ ocqtsioas ; 
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but'he presently diaoovered that the good friar 
poesMsed attractions, for the junior portion of 
die ««tablishiDeDt, which had endeared his sod- 
etf to them aa much as his frank and friendly 
good sense had ingratiated him with the ma- 
jority ol the sauor». Ladn being the only lan- 
guage allowed to be spoken, during the mealj 
he bad a store of rhynung couplets, quirks, 
quiddits, and riddles in that langii^;e, to which 
his young auditors listened with an egregious 
glee. This was increased wbes tlv attendants, 
who had juEt scbolardiip enough to know the 
Latin liatnea of the difivrtnt articlefl tbey were 
Visually called on Unsapjiy, were asked by him 
f-M- bread, beer, or tretidieis^ in- such poiphrastic 
terms as rendered hk wanta suffiuently dear to 
the students, though tbtiy,:«om^etely eluded 
the comprehenuon of the saryants, and left, 
them sometitnes staring with abewildered look, 
sometimes attempting tei tshKetheir aoutcne&i. 
by eagerly sopptying the wrong article, ^ther 
of which eontingenines affcHrded infinite, unuse- 
m^t to the littla oiivle. that surrounded him., 
At. ' times, bowerer, he nude known hi^ wants. 
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in ' a nataral language, that could not be raisuo- 
denUxx}, imitating the boIk made by ptMHiNg 
out wine from a long-aecked Ifiathern bottle, 
vhen he required the litUe modicum of that 
beverage which be alloved to bbuself ; and look- 
ing up in the faoes of the domeeticB, as Uiey 
answered tbis appeal, with an imperturbable 
gravity, that rendered it impossible for tbem to 
eontrol their risible tendencies. 

The plain yet hoB|Htable repast was soon 
ended, and after the grace had bewi chanted, 
in whidi Friar Frank's sonorous vcnce predb- 
minated, the oompany dispersed, some to their 
studies, and othen to tbeir various oecupatjone. 
Scarcely h«d' they ae^lUAted when Dudley was 
again summoned to the abbot's parlour, where 
he found the venn^ble old man seated in his 
srm-chalr. — " I have pi'ayed ftir guidance, my 
aoD,^ he excUimed in a feeble voise, " and after 
pondering deeply, it seems best to mej that thou 
shouldst betake thyself to London forthwith, 
where thou wilt not only be safer from the mo- 
ohinations of thine enemy, but wilt have better 
chalice to coiffonnd his devices, md -d^ver the 
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tODOoMit from hk nuie. ThoQ aiuHt h&ve twq 
Bteeds firom miDe own atable, and here are let- 
ters that may save thee light w^ They an 
addressed to ny siogular good patron the Lord 
CardiD^, a Hghteaus imit and • gnatt who is 
not only the Tedeeiter of the opfHVssed and the 
father «f Ae fatherless, but has ample power 
to efiferae the justice that be loves, and shall 
quickly pull down this audacioui scorner firom 
hie chmr. Yes, my eon, even thmigh he be 
leagued with the spnits of darknesB, they shall 
fall pfoatrate be&re the spirits of the light and 
of ^e law, ercB as tlie mqgtdans of Pharaoh 
sank d»wa bdbre the superior power of Moses.^ 
He then read the ^letter, which gave a short 
outline of Sir Xiond's iisuq»ation and miscoo- 
duct, stated the «tn»g suspicioDs that he me* 
ditated aoste strotity against hk ward, and re- 
feniog to the bearer for more eiqdicut informa- 
tioD, concluded by efvnestly lecommending 
him to his lordship's all>powerful patnnuge. 
This letter he sealed in the presence of his visi- 
tant, and deliveiing it to him, urged him to lose 
no time in d^>arting from the abbey, and with- 
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drawing' bimaelf from Uie secret snar^ or open 
vitdence, to wMcb he would be itifallibly exposed 
so long as he renuuned in the viciuty of , the 
Tor House. 

The advice thus given was so mndi in uwBon 
with his own wif^es and araCinKOta, tbat-Sud- 
lej expressed his readiness to depart mthout a 
momentV delay, although he could not quit the 
neighbourhood until he had visited Ute town of 
(rlastonhury, for the purpose of- suspending Sir ' 
Giles's helmet in the cbarch, and giving orders 
for a suitable inscription, cmiformably to the dj- 
ing ord^sof his uncle. " There also I can stead 
you well," said the abbot, *'tbe Hving isiin my 
gift, and theppesent iaetunb^t wasnooiinated by 
myself. A right worthy man he is,' and a holy,' , 
whom you may safely trust with your directioBB, 
and I will be of warranty that he shall do your 
bidding." So saying, he extended his arms ov«r 
h'tm, and ' pronouncing a solemn benediction, 
recommending him to the special protection 
of St. Ma^ and St. Benedict, the patrons uC 
the abbey, be bade him farewdl. . After h«v.'- 
ing mmt fervepUy thanked him. for his , Inters 
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fereDOe, Dudley quitted the parlour, ind pro- 
c«e<fed to summon I4erre, and take leare of 
Friar Prank, as well as to give instracttcHM for 
sending back Sir Lioners . horse, a measure 
i^iich its captor, or rather its parlojnm', seemed 
to confflder a fMeoe of very fastidious and affect- 
ed honesty. Having selected, however, a ser- 
viceable substitute from the abbot's stables, he 
became better reconciled to the loss of his prize ; 
Dudley mounted a stout roadster, and taking 
amost cordial leave of the good Friar Frank, 
whose powerful voice floated after them in a 
loud *' Salve et vale t" to which Pierre replied, 
by tanging, "Allerte! ailerte ! allerte! disoit 
Pire Gregoire," they turned their backs to the 
abbey,, and proceeded towards the town of 
Glastonbury. 

Here, by the assistance of the clergyman, 
their business was soon dispatched. With a 
heavy heart, and thoughts that painfully reverted 
to the deqperate battle of the adventurers, and 
the Bome-of iiifl unrfe's death at Montreuil, he 
drew forth the ominous helmet, and fixed it up 
with his own bands in a conspicuous part of the 
L B 
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church at Glastonbury, among the escutdieolls, 
banners, and monumentB of the family ; while 
the good priest undertook to place an hisciiption 
beneath it to inform after-i^s, conformably to 
the last wish of the deceased-^" tliat there onoe 
lived such a knight aa Sir Giles Hungerford of 
the Tor." 

This duty being satisfoctorily discharged, 
Dudley resumed his journey, in which he had 
made some progress, when, on loddng back at 
the faint sound of a distant trumpet, he saw- 
Sir Lionel's numerous retainers marching out of 
the gatehouse in regular array, and could dl»* 
tinguish the gleaming of their weapons as they 
baited in front of the building. Jud^ng from 
these appearances that he seriously meditated an 
attack upon the abbey, it was his first impulse 
to return, that he might assist in its defence ; 
but a moment's reflection convincing him, that 
his absence was much more likely to prevent the 
threatened violence than his presence, and that 
his object would be better attained by pro- 
ceeding to the capital tlian by lingering in 
Somersetshire, he clapped spurs to his horse, 



.it>,Goog[c 



THK TOB HILL. S3T 

and upon descending into a gentle valley, skiirted 
on either dde with wood, presently lost sight of 
the Tor House and the lawless band of Sir 
Lionel Fitzmaurice. Though the building, 
however, was ahut out from view, his thoughts 
often reverted to Cecil, of whose fate he could 
not help entertiuning the most dnister foi'ebod- 
ings; and tbey occasiontdly dwelt with more 
pleasant association up(»i the beautiful and 
stately Beatrice, for whom he felt the wannest 
gratitude, and whose spirited interference in his 
behalf, he was willing to attribute to a deep and 
tender interest in his fate. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

All find this automatic elf, 

Wlo lires by line and mle liimMlf, 

Thar woTBt tormentor ; 
His housebotd 'b a macMnej that moves 
For ever in the self-same groovea. 

On the same centre. 

Events that bad absorbed aU his attrattion, 
had succeeded one aooliier with so much rapi- 
dity during bis short visit at the Tor House, 
and what adinitatioD he had to beetow upon 
female beauty had been so exclusively engrossed 
by Beatrice, that Dudley's thoughts had scarcely 
OQce reverted to the daughter of Sir I^ustace 
P<^B. Although he himfielf hod almost for- 
gotten the dtcumstance, it will perhaps be 
recollected by the reader that he was fonnally 
betrothed to this young lady, and that he 
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had writteD to her father before he left Fnuice^ 
BDnouDcing his inteation i^ shortly vidtbig 
him; a meeting which, under the circumstances 
of' the respective parties, and the rapidly ap- 
proadiing period fixed for the daughter's mar- 
riage, could hardly fail to agitate the fair re- 
sidents at Beckhampton Hall, although it bad 
almost escaped the recollection of the affianced 
bridegroom. His present journey allowed him 
abundant leisure for reflecting upon this en- 
gag^uent, and consulting the state of his feel- 
ings as to its fulfilment. During the first day's 
progress, indeed, he repeatedly imagined that 
he heard the discharge of arquebusses, and 
even fancied that he could distinguish the re- 
port of the great culverins wi^ which ho knew 
the abbey to be- provided, sounds- which di- 
rected alibis thoughts to the probable- result of 
the attack, and more than once occasioned him 
again to balance the pn^miety of turning back 
to asMst in repelling the audadous and tawleas 
asMulant.. No sooDer had these sounds died 
a,)ray, than his meditations were interrupted by 
the livelier strains of Pierre recoinmendng his. 
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old ditty of " Colm numgtaHt da artidiatU!,'* 
and eHde»Touring to abett his master, whose 
pennve mood he had noticed, hy remindiog 
him that <*v« caur ^* loapire est data k 
Aiire:" but at length the GauVs lungs or pa- 
tience became exhausted; and as tb^ prote- 
outed their JDUrney in oknoe, his master was 
(Babied to immune quietly with bimaelf as to 
his future jJans and prospecta. 

If he little liked the notion of having the 
formal uui morose Sir Eustace Poyns for ilia 
father-in-lav, the fierce, rapaciouB, and unhid- 
lowed Sir Lionel iFitomaurice was a still less 
desrable ^onnezion. After what had passed 
between them already, to which further hostili- 
ties would doubdeas be aidded, it was much 
more probAle that the hau^y and vindictive 
knight wo(^ accomplish bis destruction, than 
that he-^uld cooseot to any reconciliatitHi, or 
ever acknowledge him as the husband of bis 
daughter. Indeed, Dudley bhngelf could sot 
oantetDplate the posathiHty of tutii a measure, 
until he had sea bis cousn fully righted and 
reinstated. Powerful, thee^ore, - as bad been 
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the impression nmde upon him by Beatrice''fl 
beauty, whose abowy and striking figure was 
peculiu-ly attractive to one who considered a 
certun anr of style and distinction indispensable 
in a female of rank, he f^t the absolute neceft> 
dty of Bubdning the nascent attachment, until 
drctunstances should become more favourable for 
its developement. Ardent gratitude to her for 
the preservation of his life, he should ever enter- 
tiUD ; and to this he was compelled, for the pre- 
teat, to limit his sMitimenta. As to t^e meeting 
with bis affianced wife, he looked forwiutl to it with 
the greatest possible aversion, and would gladly 
have seized any plausible excuse for avoiding 
it; Beckhampton Hall, however, lay directly 
in his route ; he had pledged himself to visit 
it on his arrival in England ; and if it became 
necessary to decliuv his determination not to 
complete the contract of marriage, the sooner 
this unpleasant explanation took place, the bet- 
ter would it be for all parties. 

He rode forward, theref<M«, with the dis- 
heartening impression that he had a painful 
Aity to perform, and that every hour and every 
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mile were bringiDg him nearer and iieuerto«n 
eeiatrdmtnent, which he would modi rather 
have Been receding to a greater distance. A jour- 
ney, accompliBhed under such feelings, appears to 
bedoubly tedious; for our wishes drag us back- 
ward, and the heart loses ground while the 
footsteps are gaining it Nor was there any^ 
thing in the scenery dirough which he passed to 
dieer him on. The country was thinly peopled 
and poorly cultiTated, the few wretnhed, hovds : 
of the peasantry being only occawonaUj varied 
by some description of religious house, around 
which, as usual, the district assumed a folile 
and smiling appearance ; the inns were wretch- 
ed ; and the badness of the roads, fine as the 
season was, gave him an alfuming presage of 
their winter state, and inoreascd his impatience, 
to escape from them. 

Hardly knowing whether to rejoice that he 
had ofunpleted so much of his expedition, or to 
feel annoyed at the unpleasant process which he 
would be now obliged to go through, he at 
length approached Beckhampton Hall, whose en- 
virons w«^ announced by weU4rimmed hedges^ 
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neat eodoetiFcs, and fields w«ll itoclcod wiith 
catllr of all sorts. The projecting aaeemmted 
mndows of the old building, it* p(»nt«d roofs 
and gables, fretted with cojHogs.and crowned 
with pianacdn of' carved woodworlc, its twtaled 
i^imneji of red bt^cit, battWotcnted qt the top, 
and the loftybelfiy' in t^e oentce of the roof* 
were all. that corildbe aseD, tbe lower portion - 
b^ng bidden b; ^e solid wall' with wfaidi the 
house was BunnMinded. lb tbe tootre <tf this 
defence was alodge or gate-boUse, iqipioat^ed 
tbiou^ a ku^ and' gioaray ojrenue. of dms, 
whose numerous, tetumtiy of radu seemed to 
dedapc by their' hossh aad sp|P4rently : aagrjr 
cFoeku^, that ■ tbey w^re iittle acoiBtiHDed to be - 
disturbed by the 'WHUutiDf'a'Vistt^pt's footfall, 
and fbnqed but aft-inauspiaous. augury < of the 
welcome that might be expected wdthin the 
man^on itself. Obi Iub alighttng^and enteiing 
theIodge,an.a9^eBt pbrter of rigid and repul> 
sive a^iect, in a Uvecy.of Frenob tawney, with 
the badge of a peaepck upon tos shoulder, after 
having. eyed him inthaleelcaf sour surprise, 
took.doVn a<<du8ty. book,;and fumidwg him 
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witfa tsateiula for wndng, desired him to eatw 
his name in the volume* ** For wtutt purpose P" 
iaquired Dudley. "Because it 48 the wder of 
Sir £utuce* witb«ut wluch ao visituit caa be 
•dtutted," was the reply, ^vea in no very ia> 
gistiatiDg tone. This form was acgwdii^y 
oomplied with, whea be thrust book the book, 
adding—--" Wh«« 'g the date.? wdte down the 
day -of the month and the year." 

Dudl^ cUd so; Pierre made a ainular entry, 
dMBgnotiiig hinHelf, by desire of the janitoi, as 
^* aerving'^nan to the above;" and a page now 
jpresemed Umself to escort them to the house. 
Sit Eustace had directed that no memal should 
presume to aitdr by the praieipal gate, and ]K«nw 
was acoordingly desired towait in the lodgeimtil 
the page ^uld return, when be would ctHtdiut 
him to the offices. The broad gravel-walk that 
led to the manaioa was intersected by uuttbeor^ 
the central point where they crossed bang m- 
namented by a massy stone sun-dial, around 
which was laid out the garden, in beds of 6owa>8 
of every whimsical shape, with low dipped bor- 
ders, called knots. On one side of the enclosure 
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was a h(Hn4)eun mase; en the otb«r aaarti- 
ficiid mount, woand wfan^ a Tiarroir -so-pentine 
path, bordered vitli cockle-didle, led np to 'the 
summit, «4iiGh was crowned wHh a bright r«d 
aeat. At each comer o[ tke |MLralle1ogmn areae 
a melADcboly yew-tree, dipped and tortured 
iDtt) the mdeTeseinUaBw of a peacock, in that 
bai'baross style of Terdact ststoary, which (hen 
boiokened the fiiM childhood of the gardaier** 
art in Englaod, and now attests its tecond in 
France. Siuh little gaiety as theflomers n^ibt 
have thrbwti tvound dlie formal ■paateTto, was 
chilled by ^e 'malaDchfJy look of the maze and 
the mount, »s wcUas byAe pre^ioBtermis aspaot 
of the huge -AoA peacocks, whidi seemed to 
have scared away eren the singing-birds, for 
not a beak was to be heard. A -rightly ele^ 
vated terrace ran riong the front of the bouae; 
and, as the peacock was the family cognizance 
it had been deemed highly apjuropriate to station 
two more as supporters tothe principal entrance, 
m each nde of which they extended th^r yew- 
tree tails in exact and mournful correspondence 
wHb each other. 
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Like most of the gentry who were not enrol- 
led in the ranks of the church or the law; Sir Eus- 
tlue Po3ms had been a soldier, and one who hsd 
acquired no mean celebrity in the field. When 
peace sent him bade to his manor of Bcckfaamp- 
ton, he beguiled the time by' waging war against 
the beasts of die field and the fowls of the wr ;- 
and when fats increasiDg infirmities incapaciteited 
him from foUowing hound' and hawk, he h(td~ 
no better resource for wiling away the hours,, 
titan by superintending the most minute detuls 
of his household with a microseopic eye, and. 
laying down drders>for its regutation with a, 
finical and fantastical ^^rebtsion. To the love of 
order, which he had acquired partly in hie miB- r 
tary life, he did not iotget to idd the strict severi- 
ty of military discipline; and perhaps no garrison 
had ever been govern^ with bo rancorous and. 
unrelenting a martinetshtp as thf family o( Sir 
'Eustace Foyns. Pnescribihg nothing to altera, 
which he did not most scrupulously dieetve 
himself, it never for ft moMetit occurred to him. 
that the young and the dHeeiful could fttd any- 
thing irksome in tbatroutine of rigorOii» tn(MK>>. 
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tooy, which was rather gratifying than other- 
wise to an. iJil and infirm formalist. On. the 
feast-day of St. Michael the Archangel he iiiva< 
riably inasted that his whole household should 
assume their winter clothing, and throw it off 
(HI the feast^gy of the AanunciatioD of the 
Blessed Virgiu Mary, without the smallest refe- 
raoce to the state of the atmosphere. If the 
weather did not know the day of the month, it 
was the -climate's fault, not thdrV Every 
one of his domestics had a little manual, in 
which the duties of each day were elaborately 
detailed ; every hour hrought its allotted round 
of recreatiop or employment for the whole 
family ; every bKakfast, dinner, and supper, 
.Uiroughout the year, was ordained beforehand, 
and entered in the household-book ; every addi- 
tiim that nught be required by visitants was 
stipulated and roistered according to their 
number aod (luality ; and every year that 
"dragged its ^ow length along," with Auch 
dull mechanical uniformity of clock-work, was 
the exact counterput of its predecessor, ex- 
cept that, as the sternness of Sir Eustace and 
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the auBterity of his lady increased with f^. 
their children and househidd BMnwd to be cqik 
demned to an a^;>avatio<i of the pnTioiiB gkno^ 
sod a still more inveterate Hiaeiplinc. 

Lady Poyna waa perfectly adapted for sUeh 
a husband — treating him with A» reverence aad 
homage due from a slave to a lord and master, 
rather than with the affectionate freedom (^ « 
wife and an equal. As the most abject are in- 
variably the most tyrannical, ^e indemnified 
hwuelf by exercising over her children a still 
more humiliating authority than that to which 
she Bubmitted. Although her eldest daught^ 
was grown up to, and her two others were ad- 
vandng towards, womanhood, they were to stand 
like mutes and fools in her presence, in which 
manner, when they had done sufficient penanee 
at the cupboard-side, leave was perhaps ^ven 
to a serving-man to feteh them cushions to 
kneel upon. The prodigious fans, which it was 
then the fashion.for gentlewomen to carrj, had 
a handle above half a yard long, with one of 
which she often corrected them ; even Miss 
Poyns not having yet outgrown her liability fo 
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^Ufl Bcnting ctiHSpliAe, irhjdi, straagt m it narf 
BOtmd in <Aiv days, wiis not anfreqiiendf earn- 
dsed upoD gF0VD-ap woroen a£ diatinetiaa fo 
die " good okl tim»i" 

With a most fitniud and- giian po]f tenew was 
Dudl^ ncciFsd' fay Sir T&aiiaDe, who, firam the 
nu^ in wfaich he bad i^wsji neved^ had ii0> 
quired a oouitemii- md urbaae d^mmnour, 
though he pmsMwd oot a- partidc of that oor- 
diality whidi oan akaa eonfer a value uptw 
such external matiifestatioDs. " You are ri^t 
heartily weleonie to SngUndy and above all to 
Wiltdur^" ht said, witb a. cold, diatant bow,-^ 
" but niethinks. it no^ti huTe likeA jou to lat 
us harve nem of you &onii£ninee alhtle lass 
^uiogly." Dadloy eHCuaedhiaisel^ by the lo- 
eomotive Itfe hebadled, and the general diffi- 
odty of cnnlmumaatian; when the ks^t, a&er 
some ^uaioosi to . his -vaatant's father, whose 
lots be curetted,-. pronMutfflDg him to have 
beoi a mm. of vor^upful^ and stcicd Uving, aod 
his angular good friend, and a. few other re- 
nurlcs in which the triviality of matter was 
rather in«a|n«atent with the sokmn manner of 
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tbeir ddivery, concluded b; asking his guest 
whether it mi^t please lum to have, the honour 
of b^ng introduced to I<ady Poyns. 

Dudley, who adverted to the probability of 
his seeing his ooatracted wife at the same dme, 
and who never wished to appear in any fe- 
male presence without a scrupulous devotion to 
the duties of the toilet, requested permission to 
change his traveliing dress, that he might pte- 
sent himself to her ladyship in a more becoming 
garb. 

' " Sooth, young man, it is an extremely sen- 
siUe and proper petition," said the knight, ap- 
parently pleased at the respect that it implied ; 
and at the same time summooing a servant, he 
ordered him to show his guest into the bed-room 
. number seven, of the gallery number one. Upon 
proceeding up stairs, Dudley, found that all the 
doors of the house were numbered as r^ulariy 
as those of a modem inn ; and his valise, with the 
Roman numerals " VII." chalked upon its top, 
having been already conveyed into his apart^ 
ment, he lost no time in adorning himself, and 
returning to the chamber in which he had left 



uGoot^lc 



TBB- TOK HILL. 341' 

Sir Eustace. His re-appearance was for some 
litde time unnotioed by the knight, who was at 
that momeat busily employed with his stewand 
IB fooking over the houBehold-book, and stoutly 
raaintainiDg that there could not possibly be 
more than fifty-ux codfiah and finty-ei^t ^g 
in the larder, while the serrant affirmed that he 
had counted them repeatedly over, and there 
was certainly one inore of each. By gaimog 
these two unfortunate fish, Sir Eustace had com> 
{detely lost his temper, appearing to be more 
grierously annoyed at the discovery df a small 
surplus, than other masters would have been at 
fiodiiig a great de6cieiicy. It was not the ques- 
tion oS quaatity, bovever, that he at all ceod- 
deced, but the mistake in the reokonti^, of 
which some one must have he&a guilty i and as 
be himself would much rather have been convict- 
ed' ofa crime tiiau an inaccuracy, he was propor- 
tiom^ly anxious to ascertain ^ real author uf 
BO heinous and flagrant an enonmty.' Having at 
Imgth observed Oudfey's return, he dismissed 
the inculpated steward with a stem look, dedar- 
IDg that it wag much too serious ao ^air to be 
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puied over, and that he should shortly proceed 
to the servants' hall, to institute a solenui and 
rigorous scrutiny into this mysterious business. 

Endeavouring to resume his composure be- 
{<ae Dudley, and even affecting a tone of plea- 
santry, he' continued — " This impatience of 
your's, Master Poyns, to see your bride is na- 
tural enough and mislikes me not ; for, sooth to 
say, where there was a mistiess concerned, I 
was myself ever a forward gallant, and I still 
love to see it in others, though I may not be 
now altogether so nimble, debonair, and frolic- 
some 08 was oaix my wont." Dudley could 
hardly suppress a smile at this declaration from 
a starched and austere precisian, who looked as 
if he had never been young, or at least as if hie 
cold blood had never been thawed by the flames 
of love, or the quick pulsations of festive mer- 
riment. " Howbeit," continued the knight, " I 
atill suffer not my vivacity or eagerness to over- 
master, my discretion. I would proceed regu- 
larly and methodically in all things, and seeing 
that the contract of marriage made by myself 
artd your worthy father, (God have his toul !) 
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stipulates that it shall take place when Bridget 
attains her cighteeath year, I must give you to 
understand that she yet lacketh eight months 
and twelve days of that period, so that you 
have no remedy. Master Poyns, but to wait and 
cool your ardour ; though I repeat, young man> 
that your impatience is natural and mislikes me 
not." 

Dudley was agiun disposed to smile at being 
accused of impatience for a match, which he 
came with the full intention of breaking off, 
and towards which he entertained every moment 
an increasing repugnance; but as he felt it 
awkward to disclaim the imputatioD, and could 
not condstently with truth acknowledge it,, he 
ccHitented hi mself with inquiring what were her 
ladysh)p''g sentiments upon the subject. *' Lady 
Poyns, Sir," replied the knight, drawing him- 
self faiui^tily up—" is accustomed to have no 
opinions but mine ;— touching this matter, my 
will is known to her, and she shall personally 
i»Hi6nQ it to you.^ At these words he rang 
the bell, saying to the servant who entered— 
" Tel] your mistress that I desire her presence.^ 
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' It was not long befo^ Ihidley had the hooou't : 
of being introduced to her ladyship,, a per-- 
sotUtge of small stature, with a sour and pDched 
physiognomy, dressed in an old^ubioned though 
abmewhat splendid style^ and bearing in her 
hand one of those enormous fans, to whose dou- 
ble use we have already adrerted. Accosting 
Dudley with a distant and reserved manner^ aa- 
9he tnoved her body gently backwatds.and for- 
wards in prim accordance with her fan, sfae con- 
gratulated him on his arriva!* and ^daavour- 
. ing to expand her contracted mouth into a 
smile, while she bridled in her chin, she proceed- 
ed to express her ^nviction that there was » 
certain young lady in the house, who had been 
made at least as happy as herself in learning 
his arrival. " We are flattered, good Sir,"* she 
- added, " by the eageniess to press forward the 
marriage which your jnresent vi^t betokens; but 
in sooth it may not be, it may not be. Me- 
ihinks girts in these toward days, would be 
Wom^ before their mothers, so misproud are 
they, and overbold ; but eighteen is a full early 
age for uodertaking the managemeot of afaouse- 
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hold, and tbougb Bridj^t be a duteous giri and 
ffxid, she is some deal too gay and giddy to be- 
come a wife before the appointed time. And 
truly, were it otherwise, it is the will of Sir 
Eustace, which is A law in this house, that the con- 
tract should be fulfilled according to its letter." 

" Really," thought Dudley to himself, " theae 
good folks seem to imagine that I am come tu 
tun away 'U)ith their daughter, instead of /rom 
her, as it is my settled purpose to do as soon as- 
possible; and unfortunately I cannot exjdain to 
them their mistake without an unpleasant scene, 
which I am most anxious to avoid.^ In this 
dilemma he merely bowed to her ladyship's 
speech, as if acquiescing in its purport, and 
tendered to her a chair, for she bad been stand- . 
ing the whole time ; but she declined aviuling 
herself of it, until Sir Lionel very condescend- 
ingly exclaimed—'* Lady Poyns, you are at 
liberty to be seated," when she placed herself 
within it. Sir Eustace now drew his. chair 
nearer to her's, hemmed three times, looked 
more than usually grave, and declaring that be 
had a matter of the deepest importance to com- 
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mumcate to her, Dudley lent all his ears to his 
discourse, taking it for graoted that he had al- 
tered his views respecting the marriage, and 
meant to recommend its immediate celebration, 
8 proportion which would place his liuditor in 
a most embarrassing predicament. He was 
cogitating in his own mind how he should 
escape from it, when, to his in£nite relief, the 
knight began a most pn^x and elaborate state- 
ment respecting the two supernumerary fish, 
whose apparition he seemed to consider little 
short of a miracle, pronouncing it to attach such 
culpable irregularity somewhere, and to consti- 
tute altogether so momentous and inexplicable 
an affair, that he felt himself bound to proceed 
to its strict investigation without further loss 
of time. 

"A more forbidding, prosing, and pragmatical 
cdd formahst," thought Dudley to himself, when 
he quitted the room, "it has never been my iats 
to encounter, and I hope he may continue to 
sit upon this fish inquest until I can make my 
escape from his horrible hall. If the daughter 
be like her parents, I cannot too soon undeceive 
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them and her, as to their confident expecta>- 
lions; but I will at least see the damsel and 
judge for myself, that I may not be accused of 
any undue precipitation." In the hope of ob- 
tuning some informatioa respecting her, he ven- 
tured to inquire after her health, when the kind 
mother rej^ed — " Oh, Master Dudley, we ne- 
ver allow any of our children to be ill ; there 
would be no end to if it we did : they are strictly 
forbidden to fall dck upon p^n of starvation ; 
which is the only remedy we ever apply, for 
with such good and orderly living as ours, we 
were badly sped indeed to need for doctors. 
You will have a stout wife, I promise you." 

" When may I expect the pleasure of seeing 
her P" demanded Dudley, who had been by no 
means desirous of bringing the conversation to 
this conclusion. 

" The customs and order of Beckhampton 
Hall, Sir, are never altered for any visitant ; 
every thing is done by rule and measure in our 
worshipful household. This is the tapestry, 
hour, and ray daughters are busy with their 
needles, embroidering copies of Master Shel- 
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don's maps. -It may like you, perchance, to see 
how well they have been taught their tent-stitcb, 
wherefore, if it is your good pleasure, we will to 
the work-room, foi Bridget knows of your arri. 
val, and will not be sorry to make aoquaintance 
with her future husbaod." 

" Still reverting to the old point," thought 
Dudley, although he thanked her ladyship for 
her proposal, and accompanied her to the work- 
room, on approaching which he imagined he 
could catch the sound of hurry within, as if the 
young ladies, having discovered the return of 
their task-mistress, were hastily resuming their 
occupations. If such had heen the case, Uiey 
had very adroitly replaced themselves, for when 
he entered he heheld three girls bending ov» 
their work with busy and profound atten- 
tion. 

" Mistress Bridget," stud the mother to the 
ddest daughter — '* this is Master Dudley." At 
this intimation the young lady, without betray- 
ing any particular emotion, half raised herself 
from her seat, lifted her eyes once up, gently 
inchoed her head, and again seating herself. 



.3i.z.iit>,Coogle 



TBB TOM. HiLt. S4ld 

Tesumed )ier work with the same earneet atten- 
tUHi as b^ore. In dne ghince Dudley had dis- 
covered that she was tall and handsome, with 
fine large hazd eyes : but heavens ! what a use- 
less gift was beauty to surfi a cold unfeeDwg 
automaton as she appeared to be P what a rusbc 
Joan too, in her manners and attire ! her dark 
htdr combed strait down, no partlet around 
her neck, loose demi-sleeves, that she might work 
the more freely with her naked arms, her waist 
of a square shape, and the camlet placket stick- 
ing out in large gathers upon the hipts, more 
like a butter-wife^s wench, tliat trudges to market 
with a lockram kerchief about her head, and 
her shoes smeared with tallow, than the eldest 
daughter of a gentleman of worship ! While 
such were the thoughts passing hastily through 
his mind, Mistress Dorothy, the second-daughter^ 
ventured to steal a glance at such a phsenoraenon 
as a young and handsome m&tevi»tant; still, 
however, keeping her hands in motion, to escape 
her mother's observation, a manceuvre which 
was unfortunately doomed to fail, for in thus 
working in the dark, she broke her silks, and 



„,z^,n„G0Qg[c 



JifiO TBS TOB- HILL. 

the old lady, who had marked the whole procees 
with her small malignant eyes, struck her 
sharply across the shoulders with her fan-handle, 
exduming " What now, I trow, Mistrese Gig- 
let, is it thus you mind your tapet ? look to 
your ^Iks and your weaving-pin, or I will make 
a sampler of your shoulders." 

The elder sister plied her work with increased 
assiduity at the intimation, as if expecting a 
similar infliction ; and as for the youngest. 
Mistress Katherine, it was obvious from a red 
mark across the back of her neck, that she had 
not been forgotten in the chastisements of the 
morning. 

Disgusted at this scene of maternal rigour, 
so different from the affectionate demeanour of 
the amiable Lady Fitzmaurice; and not lees 
trended by the lumpish and insensible appear- 
ance of his intended, who looked neither to the 
right nor the left, but pursued her manufacture 
with imperturbable diligence; Dudley, after 
bestowing a hasty commendation upon the 
tapestry, bowed to the youthful sempstresses, 
and quitted the apartment, glad also to be re- 
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letaed from the mother, who declared that her 
presence was nec^sary, to prevent such idle 
sluts from wasting their time. He had not 
long, however, to congratulate himself, for in 
the hall he encountered Sir Eustace, who in- 
formed him that he had been prevented from 
proceeding in the investigation of the fish affair, 
by the temporary absence of a material witncsi, 
and invited him to wallc round the garden. 
The knight called for his shoes. No. 4, and 
having put them on, they proceeded to the gar- 
den, when Dudley expressed his surprise that 
he should so well preserve his flowers, where 
there were so many young folks in his family, 
most of whom were doubtless fond of nosegays. 
" No child of mine," said the knight sternly, 
" would dare to pick a flower ; ani if they did, 
they could not escape detection and punishment, 
for every stalk is numbered." By this time 
they had reached the yew peacocks, when he 
took occasion to inform his visitant, in a narra- 
tive of half an hour's duration, that one of 
his ancestors, named Sir Eustaut, having slain 
a noble Saracen in the first crusade, had as- 
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sumed liis cognizance, which displayed two pea- 
cocks, and had thenceforward been called ^r 
Eustace des Faons. This hmorary addition 
became anglidsed and corrupted, in |HY)cee8 of 
time, into De Foyns ; and his grandfather bal- 
ing, very unwarrantably, as he thought, dropped 
the prefix, it had finally settled into the «ng]<e 
word *Foyns}* "a name, Sir,*' he concluded, 
" which you have the honour to bear yourself: 
it ii therefore right that you should know its 
history, and you will the less wonder that I 
surround myself with these memorials of its 
oripn." 

A bell now sounded from the house, whose 
purport the knight explained to his visituit. 
It was the signal for his daughters to dress, 
and for his three sons, who had been hitherto 
with their tutor, to take their recreation. 
" Youth is the season for pleasure," he conti- 
nued : " I was once gay and gambolsome my- 
self, and it likes roe not to see children to6 
much mewed up aifd debarred of their daily 
pastime.*' As he stud this, his three sons made 
their appearance, exhibiting considerable signs 
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of trepidation as they approached their father. 
Not less stiJF, fcomal, and aatiquated in their 
otmstrained manners than the cut of their gar- 
ments, they resembled those superannuated me- 
lancholy-looking hoys, whom one occasionally 
tees carved in stone, and holding bihles in their 
hands, over a charity-Bchoot gate. " Rememher, 
boys," said the father, with a forbidding look 
^md an authoritative voice, " that up to the feast 
of St. Michael the Archangel, you are to walk 
four times round the garden, to pass ten mi- 
qutes in the maze, and ten minutes on the 
mount, and to return the moment you hear the 
bell. But no loud talking, no romping, no 
running, on pain of the rod. B^one I — Poor 
things !" he continued, as they marched for- 
mally off to enjoy this mournful pastime ; " it is 
pleasuit to see them so happy. Ah ! they are 
young and frolicsome, and 'twere a hard dole 
indeed were they to be letted or stinted, for w« 
have all of us been madcaps in our time, Master 
Dudley. After the St. Michael, they walk 
twice more every day round the garden ; and 
after the Annunciation of our Lady, they cease 
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visitiDg the mount or the maze, so that, God 
wot, they h«ve variety enow; but yoitegsten 
are wanton and changeful, and one canmtf 
grudge- it them." 

Dudley could not but admire this new atid 
ingenious mode of tormenting, which, by mak- 
ing even their recreations compulsory and uni- 
form, converted their leisure into a drudgery, 
and that which was meant for pastime into a 
monotonous and tristful penance. His own 
conference with Sir Eustace he felt to be 
scarcely less so; and he was proportionably 
gratified at the intelligence, when the six regu- 
lated tollings of the great bell were interpreted 
by his companion to ragnify the anoouncement 
of dinner. 

In the dining-room he found her ladyship 
and Miss Poyns, who was the on]y one of the 
young ladies allowed to appear. Whether her 
doing so now were one of the customary ar- 
rangements of this automatical family, or in 
special honour of his own visit, lie could not 
discover, nor was he very anxious to determine. 
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Her garments had indeed been diangecl, but she 
had benefited very little by the circumstance, 
tor they were still in the worst possible taste, 
and of the most antediluTian fashion. She 
-^Kike only in monosyllables ; her look was 
equally inflexible ; her countenance and clothes 
appearing to be alike cut out of buckram ; and 
as he gazed upon the female machine, he re- 
called with utter amazement her mother's de: 
claratioD that she was " some deal too gay and 
giddy to become a wife before the appointed 
time.^ That her features were good, and her 
figure by no means deficient, in spite of her 
disgutMng garments, be was indeed enabled to 
confirm in the present interview ; and if some 
Pygmalion could have prevmled upon Venus to 
animate the statue, and any Pariuan tirewoman 
could have imparted to the vivified marble an 
air of fashion, Miss Poyns might be so far ren- 
dered endurable as to neutralize her name of 
Bridget. The8e,however,weremiraclesnot likely 
to occur ; and he therefore made up his mind 
very promptly and very decidedly to decline the 
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hoDour of her hand* leaving to future ccmsidera- 
tion the time and manner of dgnifying his io- 
tentiona to the famitj. 

After dinner, the remainder of the children 
being admitted, were ranged in front of the 
cupboard, where they stood for some time like 
so many statues, neither moving nor gpet^ing'^ 
until some new bell sounded, which, although 
it summoned them to tasks they hated, was 
welcome to their ears, because it removed them 
from their taskmasters, whom they hated worse-. 
Miss Poyns remained ; and, as her mother was 
apparently anxious to display her accomplish- 
ments to her intended husband, she was desired 
to seat herself at the clarichord and sing, an 
order with which she instantly complied. Either 
^m apprehension of her parents, or alarm at 
the presence of a stranger, she became confused, 
and performed in a. very bungling manner ; and 
as the fierce invective, with which Sir Eustace 
very judiciously assailed her, for the purpose of 
restoring her self-possession, did not immedi- 
ately attain that end, be angrily bade her quit 
the room, a command which she mechanically 



.it>,Goog[c 



THB TOE HILL. iffi 

obeyed, without any ftpparent alteration of her 
features. 

To the great reli^ of bis visitant tbe knight 
withdrew in a short time, to renew his inveAtiga^ 
tion into the affair of the two fish, wbicb seemed 
. perfectly to haunt him, and, how«ver inexplicable 
mif^it be their apparition in the larder, Dudley 
was still more amazed at the stockfish that had 
just visited the parlour, in the shape of Miss 
Poyos. As to the idea of his marrying lucb A 
Boennaid, who was, however, no syren, if he mig^t 
judge by her singing, he bad already diemissed 
tbe very tbou^t from his mind, and b^^ 
already to meditate his quick escape from the 
ddeful penitentiary in i^cb she was immured.' 

Of Sir Eustace he saw nothing more till 
-nigfat, when the great bell, whose iron tongue 
was made a substitute for the human voice, 
summoned the family to prayns, and tbe pa- 
rents, who by their tyranny bad been a curse to 
their children throughout the whole day, now 
making them fall upon their knees before them, 
vfent through the solemn mockery of giving 
them their blessing, and dismissed them to enjoy 
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the only real one that vas left to them, the 
oblivion of sleep. The next day being the Sab- 
bath, the whole family marched off in pairs to 
the church, where, as Dudley contemplated the 
knight and his lady kneeling, surrounded by 
their six children in the same attitude, all - 
looking equallycold, stiff, and stony, he could 
not help imagining that there would be very 
little dilTerence, either in their feelings or ap- 
pearance, when, their present semi-petrifactiOn 
being completed, the whole group should he 
Kulptured on the family moiiuaicnt, and set up 
not far from the spot where he now beheld them. 
After their return from church, an invitation 
from Sir Eustace, to accompany him in a ride, 
offered Dudley some chance of a little variety, 
but they proceeded along the road he had al- 
ready traversed in coming from the Tor House, 
and when he prop<»ed that they should strike 
into some other, hia companion drily informed 
him that he had prescribed rides for every quar- 
ter of the year, from which he never, upon any 
account, deviated, always proceeding in the same 
direction, and turning back at the same point. 
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To this he scrupulously adhered upon the 
jH'eseDt occasion, and the circumstance com- 
pleted Dudley's disgust. The human v^eta- 
bles of Beckhaoipton Hall appeared to him to 
possess but a small degree of locomotion, to dis- 
tinguish them from their fellows of the field. In 
such a methodical, ineiorable routine, the charm 
of novdty was lost ; hope, the very salt of ex- 
istenee was denied them, for the future being a 
dull, uninterestiiij;, predestined copy of the past, 
the parties mij^ht live on for ever without seeing 
any more of life. To^ay had been yesterday; 
it was doomed to be to-morrow; this was the 
whole unvarying history of the year, and the 
years were like the days. With all Sir Eus- 
tace's formality and forethought, it appeared to 
Dudl^ that he had been guilty of one omisdou 
— he had forgotten to spedfy the day when the 
whole family, wearied and moped to death, 
might malte their escape from Beckhampton 
Hall, by hanging themselves up on the great 
peacock-trees at the entrance, to deter future 
travelers from trespassing upon their gloomy 
precincts. 
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DetermiiNd to efl^t his own deErerance. be- 
fore any such catwtrophe ^ould occur, he in- 
fonned Sir Eustace forthwith, that matters of 
impOTtance requiring bis presoice in London, he 
-should be under the necesuty of quitting him 
-that afternoon, a communicatJoD vhich was re- 
ceived without any apparmt surprise or regret. 
On the subject of the marriage he said nothing 
vhaterer, mlling to spare all parties the pain of 
an e^lanation, which m%I^tbejust as well effect- 
ed by letter after he should have quitted the. 
house. Upon his return to the Hall, Pierre was 
ordered to prepare the horses, and his intraitions 
being made known to Lady Foyns, she assembled 
her daughters that he might take leave of tbeia. 
Not the smallest emotion was perceptible upon 
the countenance of the eldest; her last cold and 
formal salutation was like the first ; her lady~ 
ship delivered herself of a low and elaborate 
curtsey ; Sir Bustace condescended so f(ir as to 
say that be would have accompanied him a few 
miles, but that it was not his quarter to ride 
in that direction; and thus was Dudley dis- 
missed from Beckhampton Hall, congratulatit^ 
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himself upon his escape ; and as be thought of 
the inanimate and ill-clad Bridget, he reverted 
with increased complacency and admiration to 
the spirited, stately, and splendid Beatrice. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

A mipple, servile, heartless, knave, 
Who, while he owned hims^a slave, 

Suiflfhisown pGBan. 
Yet merrier wag yoa ne'er shall meet. 
Nor a iB<n« selfish and complete 

Epicurean. 

Neithbb hi; predilection for Beatrice, nor his 
deliberations as to the form, in which he should 
indite the letter declining the hand of the ina- 
nimate Bridget, were sufiered by Dudley to ba- 
nish from his mind the duty that he owed to 
his unfortunate cousin Cecil, or to check the 
Epeed with which he urged his progress to Lon- 
don. Sir Lionet, he was well aware, would an- 
ticipate his designs, and quickly put every en- 
gine in motion to frustrate them. With such 
an active and powerful adversary, no time was 
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to be lost. His military habits had enabled him 
to endure fatigue ; and he accordingly pushed 
forward with a rapidity that somewhat discon- 
certed Pierre, who, being a less practised horse- 
niaD than his master, would have frequently 
flagged, had he not recruited bis 'spirits by 
gmng through the whole round of his songs and 
ballads. During his progress it had occurred 
to Dudley, that frtnn the multiplicity of the 
Lord Cardinals avocations, and the great diffi- 
culty of obtaining personal access to tdm, with- 
out the intervention of some resident in Loudon 
who might have influence enough to second the 
abbot's letter, and press upon his lordship's 
attention the necessity of prompt measures, it 
would be highly advisable to secure the co-ope- 
ration of his kinsman Sir John Dudley. The 
father of this young man, together with his col- 
league Empson, had been executed in the first 
year of the king's reign, for oppressions and 
extortions committed by order of his royal pre- 
decessor ; but as he had been merely sacrificed 
to appease the indignant people, no portion of 
his disgrace had descended to his son, who had 
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heen some time before knitted for his martial 
exploits in France, and bad been recently ap- 
pmnted Master of the Armoury in the Tover, 
by the special [Mtrona^ of Wolsey, « circum- 
stance that pointed him out to Dudley as pecu-' 
liarly qualified to advocate his cause with th^t 
all-powerful minister. 

UpoD his ariival in London he betook him- 
self in the first instance to the tavern of the 
Holy Lamb, near the chapel of St Mary 
Rounceval at Charing Cross,* a bouse which he 
knew to be one of great restat with the cour- 
tiers and young gallants of fashion. Here he 
left his ralise in the custody of, Pierre, and 
having no wish, to ea(|ounter doughs, almost as 
formidably as that in which he had been im- 
mersed in Somersetshire, he declined the peri- 
lous passage of the Strand) and took to the 
river, which was at that period, from the 
general badness of the n^a and streets, the 
. prevalent medium of conveyMjce.from one part 
of the town to another. Itanding at London 

* Od thii aibe, part of NwUiUibertand House now 
etandg. ■'■..'.'-■,■:. 



.it>,Goog[c 



THE TOE HILL. 96S 

Bridge, the fearful houses up<m which, aa they 
hung over the river, Beemed to shake in ac 
cordance with the roaring and rushing c^ the 
waters ^neath, as if they trembled at thnr 
own danger, he proceeded towards Thames 
Street, where he observed the people running 
and -thronging together, and at the same time 
heard the sound of trumpets, and loud cries of 
" The King ! the King !" At the bottom of New 
Fish Street be met a party of the royal guards, 
- in white doublets, with black and white ribands 
in the sleeves, black Gascoyne hose, and white 
garters, all wearing steel murrions, and armed 
with a caliver or demi-musquet The King 
followed, in the midst of a gallant company of 
noblemen and attendants, mounted on stately 
horses; the whole party proceeding on a visit to 
the Earl of Suffolk, for the purpose of enjoying 
the pleasures of the chace in his park of South- 
wark. From the wind having bloivn the fea- 
ther of his cap over his face, only a glimpse of 
the King had been obtmned in passing ; but as 
the cavalcade ^Hoceeded along the narrow, 
crowded, and darksome street of 'London Bridge, 



L)ji.z.iit>,Coogle 



XDO TH£ TOR HILL. 

hi* pertly figure was still distbgui^ble above 
tbe rest, and Dudley remained fr.r some time 
alternately gazing at the numerous heads thrust 
frun every window, or the nodding plumes of 
tbe royal party, which, as they desc^ided the 
Hope towards Southwark, were occa^nally 
seen and lost between the projecting signs, or 
tbe frequent beams of strong timber, that cross- 
ed the street to keep the houses together and 
prevent tbera falling into the river. The sound 
1^ the trumpets being con6ned by tbe buildings 
on either ^e, seemed to he wafted towards 
him with undiminished loudness, until the pro- 
cession had reached the Btntugh, when it died 
gradually away, and the gay assemblage passed 
out of sight. 

Continuing his route, after this nK»nentBry 
interruption, along Thames Street, and up 
Woodroof Lane to Tower Hitl, he entered the 
fortress by tlie postern-gate, which at that time 
stood nearly opposite to the Cross in the Mi- 
nories. On gaining access to his kinsman, a 
young man about his own age, with whom in 
thrir boyish days he had lived in stwne degree 
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of intimacy, he encountered a frank and friendly 
reception, and waa readily promised such aid 
and counsel as he could consistently afibrd him. 
But when Dudley had stated the cause of his 
TJsit to London, and the occurrences of the Tor 
House, his companion, materially relaxing in his 
profeseionB, altiiough he m^ntained the same 
friendly gaiety in his manner, excliumed, 
" Look*ee, coz, for I believe you to be of kith 
and kin to me, though, by Gad's lid ! I scarce 
know what ; I promised you such service as I 
could conaiatently afford, that la to say, pro- 
vided it mart^ not the tre'wage and loyalty that 
I have sworn to another friend, who is nearer 
and dearer to me than all the world beade." 

Dudley protested that he had not the smallest 
wish to interfere -with those, who had better 
claims to his good offices than himself; nor did 
be see how his present applicatitHi' could do so, 
unless, indeed, ^r Lionel Fitzmaurice were the 
party alluded to. 

" No, indeed, my good coz, that doughty Sir 

Hycke-Bcotner is no crony of mine ; the name of 

my good frirad is Jack Dudley, alias Sir John 

m2 
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I>Qdlcy, alias'your servant to command, who lias 
no *rish to wear a Tybum tippet, eflias an henipetV' 
ruff, nor to let cold sted coiiie between his heaff 
and shoulders, as his father diS before hhn ; for 
the magnum opus, &ie great business of these 
times, is to siteer clear of the noose, the axe, and 
the lion^s mouth. The King loves a fall aoA 
proper man of a Comely presence, who carries a 
blithe eye in bis head and a merry tale in hi^ 
mouth ; they tell me I am like to suit him, and 
make my way at court, and fore Gad ! I meddle 
in no matter that inay check the advancefiaent 
of my well-beloved and singiiUr good friend 
Jack Dudley." 

"Surely, your interferfenti in' behalf of my 
ijl-used cousin Cecil would not thwart your 
promotion."' ' 

" Gramercy, irty master ! 1 know not that. 
-- Sir Lionel Fitzmaiirice Stands Well with the 
Kin^, which I may tell yoU is at once tire law 
and the prophets ; and T wiU not lift my hand, 
no, nor my little finger, against ariy man who has 
welcome access to the roy^ ear. Right and ju^ 
tice, and honour and hondsty, arefery i)i<^tfty 
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tilings; but. life and liberty, and the privile^ 
rf cacryiiig jour bead.upon ywr ^boulders, are 
1^1 prettier :,. bow to the hurricane, if you.wieb 
it to pass witl^out koockkig you down; swim 
jjith tHe stream^ if H like you to avoid drown- 
ing; suffer- any gr^ftt D>{Ui to pull you up bill, 
but let go yo^inhold when .you see him sliding 
down ; call duly upon your ^tightest acqu^nt- 
ance in prosperity oi; a palace, but i£ your dear- 
est friend get into Jeopardy or a gaol, stay at 
home and take care of him who is dearer than 
the dearest— yonjrself J for your skirt may be 
near to. you, hut your. sldn, is nearer. These 
are my maxims ; ay, and fashionable ones too. 
How do they like you? 1 ,,,,,, 

" There may be two opini(H)a as to their pro- 
priety. Sir John ; but there can be but one, I 
should deetn, as to th&x B^ety." 

"Body o' pie^.I.fcnow not that. My father 
had coy^l wai^apt for all.that bje did, and yet 
his head was popped, into the executioner's bas- 
^ej. Seei)ig,,tlierefore, that life is at all time* 
^ortf ,^d ia these daya .somewhat like the pas- 
time that .Gregory. Dawson invented a game at 
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Mindmao's buff, it is another of iny nnuciinato 
BnatcH to-day, because I am not sure of to-mor- 
row ; to live while I live ; and eat, drink, and be 
merry, so long as ttie sport will last us, as a wise 
man and a good courtier should do. For helping 
you to 8 fresh and merry iass, a dainty dinner, a 
sparkling flagon of French wine, or a jolly crew 
to tope it till the moon winka at herself in the 
pint glass, I will back Jack Dndleyfor a bag of 
forty-shilling sovereigns. — I have been beld, too, 
somewhat happy in my choice of tailors; but 
beshrew my heart ! you Monsieurs of the Calais 
march make us show like Hobnails and Higgin- 
bottoms. Thaf French tunbril-slop is tran- 
scendant, your doublet is most peremptory ex- 
cellent, and the gatherings of your riding tunic 
in the back are each of them vorth a king^s 
ransom." 

" Truly they have found approof, and the 
rogue that cut them is a cunning ar4ist, that 
knows to wield his shears," stud Dudley, so 
. much flattered by the ccani^iment as to forget 
for a few minutes the main purport of his visit. 
Hevertiog, however, at length to the subject he 
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had first broscfaed, he continued—" I fear me 
theo. Sir Jobo, that it will not like you to stead 
me in this afffir." 

** So. far as an introduction to my good 
patrod, the Lord Cardinal, will do you gervice, 
you may r^y upon me ; for thus far I may safe- 
ly f^ without injuring my worthy friend Jack 
Dudley. Between subject and king, his Itn-d- 
ship may look rather to the master than the 
man ; but betwie«i Jack and Tom, he is upright 
and inflexible as Solomon himself ; and if it please 
hinj to trounce this Flibbertigibbet, this Sir 
Beelzebub of the Tor Hill, he will bring him 
.quickly upcm lus marrowbones, however averse 
he may be to praying, and lay every one of his 
assistant devils by the heels in spite of their 
cloven hoofs." 

" Is there any hope that I may have speech 
.of his lordship to-day ?" 

" Not unless you come to him from the 
wafery, the pantry, the cellerage, the butlery, 
the spicery, the futcher-house, or the larder : 
for he entertains the King and his courtiers to- 
night, after thar return from hunting, and is 
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.■M deeply tng^cd ia -all the sijBterics bt the 
;tMtnq.uetf in Mibtbtiesaacl mumnwries, pRgeants 
flild devicea, daoeeH tod taif magi,- "aii ilMs' 
buunesseB of Catdxui, and 'BU4iop, »k1' ' L6fd 
Keeper wei*e not eaow- to iceep him frcmi the idle 
affirentiGCs'.dangpan itf i^ttlt-eaceJ-'^PeTtid'reit- 
ture I maj enable 7011 tojn^vttlieirpaBtiHidBi 
but in the meantiiiie I'mest-tAe'diirefor yoiir 
dinner, foe 70U have doubttets bcMVowed afi 
appetite both tnm land'snd' wtiterin your vtty 
hither, apd I pledge me (hat^yoa aball eat sad 
diink of the beat «^ bath laiad and >yfetei. Nm 
tiich ^rAoD«iicer MUfl.deled oat-tO'itrt'with- 
in these ditc^<«irvoni)ided 'WiaI]»,"lMt' dainty tip> 
pie aod taothBoM&viBnda >fcti alYora^4pful eily 
tKvent, nherdnlmli iBMall'yte; "Soto as 1 
have dofibd these ibilitary teip^Agsi we will 
«aHy forth to the attiukr^tnd in -the Dieantime 
here 18 a Frendi Tolume ■te^'amttWyoiii which 
perchance never made its irtiy 1» yaat quarters 
in the English p«lc. - It is' ^ntdtlt^ AtDbdis d« 
Gaul, newly traDsfaitedfirotnth&%aniEll— 'flwifd 
roin«Bce and not over decent j but you insy 
fhut it up if you are shortly gtniig to C(M^?8-^ 
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,- The beartlstt and uifisli efseoram dnis mi. 
.UusbiBgly ATowsd, disowning mctfal oUlgstiMi, 
^uid grasping at smsual estjopment or WM-ldly 
adymKMHneot attfvety eipense, iiad become the 
AuhianaUe immoralityiii s coHrt wh^v the 
monorch: ut im better Bxaraple ; ' and fais oM- 
oqs, se^g no aeemity fcv life but in the moet 
slaTish Bubmuncni aodevea.ia that degrada- 
tion DO aiBuraaoe BguDitt the sudden changes 
of his caprioious tynumj,; vere&in to make a 
Biockery cf all public. and priTate priiici[^) 
vbile tiity pursued their dvb isterests and gra- 
tificatlvna •with aoiabaHdaaedataLj Dndley was 
tb«a^oF« nHth?r,dw>dkrtl:iair suripribed at bis 
prrfe«sioas; sod deteronniag^to affail hiliHelf of 
his asnBtancea^&rAahe una wdlingtogO/ be- 
took himself to.the peruial of 'tiie romance, and 
quieUy awaited . bio return^ It was not loi^ 
before he re^p^ared) and nsuing fbrth widi 
bis viataat, aocQii^)soied . him to Eastdie^ 
which waa at Utat time femoits for tiie number 
gf it& tayeniB oad eatingbbouaes,. ths cooks and 
q^ters of vhich stood at the doors of tbeir re- 
spective establishments, ioTitiog the passengCTs 
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by the seductive cries of — " Hot ribs of beef, 
roasted or sodden ! dimes of pork, mutcoh fag- 
got?, goose-pasties baked, pudding-pies, flecks 
of brawn new killed !" and other popuhw viands J 
while the pavonry Bt«am of the dishes, and the 
clattering of pots andpewter, knives and trench- 
ers, intermingled with the merry sounds of the 
harp, pipe, and psaltery, attested the convivial 
doings by which the hour of noon was iavari- 
ably sign&lized in this esurient quarter. 

" Yonder," said Sir John, pointing to a house 
whose future celebrity he little anticipated — 
** yonder is the Boar's Head, a tavern where the 
wine and food are no better than the company ; 
for, sooth to say, it is apt to be haunted by 
debosbed scroylea, or hectoring swashers, who 
would rather pick a pocket or a quarrel, than- 
pay a reckoning; and as to fts cook, he is daily 
such an offender as Dick Boose, and deserves no 
better fate.» But hete we are at the Swan, a 

■ One of the savage enactaieiita of this reign cOB- 
demaed hU persons gViilty of poisoning, -to he hoUed to 
deatli in hot water. A man named Richard Roose, was 
ihus executed in SmithBdd on » Tenebei; Wednesday. 
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wondupful house and a noted, whose cook once 
lived in the King's Palaee at BrideweU, and 
shall serve you up bis favourite dishes, such 
as venison-ipggoti stopped with olives, chickens 
in crituary, stewed larks, doe-paaty, hippocras 
jelly, and cream of olincMids. These, however, 
are only for magnificos and hidalgos, for alder- 
men and topping merchants, and such only 
shall you find in his eating-room. For these 
does he purvey all the new dishes and dainties ; 
and if there he any fresh discorery in fish, fruit, 
or fowl, here shall you find as soon as on the 
King's board; so enter and walk up stairs into 
the private room. I am in good favour here, 
and though you may have had Gascon cooks to 
fry for you, I may perchance -find you one that, 
without cracking so loud of his exploits, shall 
better tickle your palate.'* 

Dudley entered the apartment, where were 
already assembled several personages, who by 
their gold chains, douUe bonnets, aiid gowns 
gtiarded with budge or fur of martems, ap- 
peared to be of civic distinction, a circumstance 
that might also have been inferred from the zeal 
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atMlpenevennce wHh wtiiah.the; were discuBe»9 
the SBToury delioaetes placed before th^a. . bi. 
due time Bir John, who hsd b^en bi^w giving^ 
orders, made his appewonca^ . fi^lowe^l .1^. tto- 
dinoer, which he had Hnwelf , Klaeted with> 
adequate for«tbouf^i'itnd delibemlioD:;^ lorvhe, 
piqued hunaolf upon bis taleBU M a CB*erer>— <. 
" Hov may this fish like yau^' be excluowd 
to his visitant — ** is it not titillating food, apd 
toothsome P and now that you have so plenti- 
fully baptized it with sauce, I would fain Iokkv 
its name."' 

" I may BBf«ly speak. (9 iit3.;gt)«d',{]U8Jities»" 
replied Dudlsy, "bat .2 am oDt'deiklf enqu^ 
to ^ve -it a naowii fo£,.tIwugh.X|havf; tasted: 
cax^ abroad ore it , was &iv9Wn in E pg ta n di ; ihis. 
is qot of the jame. finny family'r - '. 

"GadsojCpe ! what, haVe, we*. juTenal from 
the welUfurBished taUe^.of./GEawfwy, vbom we 
can puezle in Eastcheap F Go to, your palate 
has only learnt its atpbafacttit htts' livkl' some 
score of times from Ash Wednesday to Easter, 
and yet knows so little of lenten fare, as to be 
dumbfounded with a fish!. Pickerel isJ^ n^^iJi*, 
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Ay^Mtvtlibg cca: let dK d»y that '^ma-'firit 
Udtedit^miU'lwd tayour nouA nith a white 
stone, 4bec(douTt)f its^fleab', Sar there are sot 
many BUob morMn^'iii'aoanV life, I pieauw 
you.' And'iHow', '«ifter ha«ii^' deanwd your 
teetb vith'd glam of Homagna^ diarpesi them- 
for a new: treaty finttt^ngnw whethery0u.be 
benJd eoough to 'blazon th^ title of this fair 
and goodly Urd." 

** A youDg cygnet, it I mkttik^ me not," said 
I>Q*ey. 

" A most pertinent and saving ' if,' good 
coz; fiir- no'SWan, akhough. it be the bird of ' 
Apello, vas woytti;^:t>» W'itiB fatberoritviao- 
theri- and 'niight"I''e»e»'' ha'rt one of these 
uBoking rmaty boaidyl WouW not «ivy Jovfi 
hiaeagle, nor VenHBhe* iMgetow; sor Juno'her 
peacock. ItU a newitn^wvtatton from ^rkey, 
of which barbaroufl toMntry it' bears Uie name ;* 

* IpH^irK th4.yiIl.'4i«^v«goompasedtbBw«lt- 
Imown popular distich : 

" Turkies, carp, hops, pickerel, and beer. 
Came into England all in a year." 
ifffpii htnreVer; had been Idng kn^wn, though per- 
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but, by Gad's lid i I shall sever more eojoy 
the stabbing of Mahound in an interlude, see- 
ing that the gorbellied Saracen has >ent us 
such an ambrosial peace-offering as this. Taste, 
and you will envy the subjects of Sultan Soly- 
man." 

Bn^ey confessed it to be a delicacy which 
impressed him with much more amiable aotions 
of the Mussulmans than any he bad previoiuly 
conceived. 

" I gave you my avouch," resumed Sir John, 
" that if there were any fresh discovery ifi fish, 
fowl, or fruit, we should find it here ; for the 
two first I have redeemed my pledge, and thtis 
do I venture for the third." - So saying, he -cut 
a fruit in half, and squeezing some of its juice 
upon a lump of sugar, hattded !t to Dudley to 
taste, desiring him at -the same time to give it 
an appellation. Upon his declaring bis inability 
to do so, and praising its ftavour, the delighted 
epicure continued: "It is irf all surety the 
Hesperian apple for which Atalaata, like a 

hapB not previously grown in England: and malt-liquor, 
under difierent denondiMtions, is of great antiquity. 



jt,,Coogle 



THB TOR HILL. S79 

sa}Heut and sapid w«ich, was well eoDtent to 
lose the race : it ought to have borne her name, 
though the dullards who brought it to our 
shores have termed it a femon. Not a Week 
haA-passed since the first produced in EDgland 
received the praises of our quick-pa) at ed King, 
when pieced before him in the great feast at 
Leathersellers* Hall; and from this you may 
judge (hat the landlord of the Swan is no slug* 
gish caterer. Nay, nay, you must nut make as 
if your meal were done, until you have pro- 
nounced upon this jelly. For the receipt by 
which it is prepared I am to thank my special 
good friend, Tom Cromwell, who, though a 
blacksmith's son, has the tooth of a cardinal, 
and it is of the exact same condiment as that 
wherewith he so politicly tickled the Pope's 
palate in Italy. 

" It U, indeed, tf most winning aad insinuatiog 
c<mfection,^ said Dudley ; " and now, after my 
hearty e<mimendation of your provision, which 
I Dury Weil term rare and royal, I am ready to 
do your bidding for the rest of the morning." 

'* Then I bid you twider your assistance in 
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crusbu^ a demi-{K>Ule of wme* of which o^i; , 
UotUi^rd hw good store l«id in %fore the v^w 
at^ for ^nce French wines.have hee^ Uniifed to , 
eight-pence the galloo, and Malmsey and Aoin- 
ney Back to a shiliiag, the kmTish vintners hav.e 
been apt to baptize their brevsgo, and ^n in . 
water what they lose ip price. . Shall It b^ of 
theae nuxtuies, or a tankard of mviBcadipe and 

Dudley having decided for the latter, it was 
promptly produced and complaqently di^>atcb- 
ed; when they recxuomenced.tbKrsfrpll, betaking 
themselvea first to Goldsiqitbsl Bow, in Ch^p- ~ 
aide, where Sir John bad occwion to call upon 
one of his tradesmen. :.Ij exhibited a range of 
fourteen shops, all i^ ope ,uiiifojcm and handsome 
frame of wood-:work, beauUfied. towards the 
street with the goldsnuths^ atinB, and likenesses 
of wood-men, (in memory of Thomas Wood the 
buOder,) riding on monstrous beasts, and all 
richly painted and gilt. , In this busy quarter 
were nothing to be seen but. open window^ss 
shops, with flowers on the front counter, and 
rushes on the floor ; some of the apprentice^ in 
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their gowns,' stJUiding^iagaiost the w^b/ni^p M ' 
hand, like so inaiiy statu^Sj 6therB vtitiog fat a' 
kick at the foot-baH M it passed ; while a third' 
set; in imitation of the Cooks of "Eastcheap, in- 
vited the' passengei^ "id enter,- by Tecommending 
thequaKty,5patteWi,'4iid' cheapness of their re- 
spective wares, though' the Sapping and creak- 
ing' of the innamefable signs planted before the 
doors, or hanging across the street, frequently 
drowned their voices. 

" Let Us avoid' yonder crew of foul-mouthed 
water-carriers at the great Condirit of Chea]^" 
stud Sir John; "for while' tiliey are wrangling 
for their turn, the ' saucy bnaVes ' are apt to 
throw lewd language at'the passenger^, or per- 
dhance bespatter them with the rin'cing* of thdr 
buckets ; and Gad's pity ! cousin inlne, it were 
little less than sacrilege to stain that tumbril 
slop, or pounced doublet, of which I shall surely 
dream this night, if I have time to sleep. Keep 
tm this side, and we will down Newgate Street 
to the college of Signior Rocco, the Master of 
Offence in Warwick Lane, where, if it like you, 
I will take my lesson, which I fsol not to do thre^ 
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times in the week ; and beades, there is to tie 
a wager-fight of Italkns against EngUsh, wbidi 
I would not miss seeing for s Capful ot royals." 
Allunon having already been made to the 
rage for duelling, and the necesnty that every 
young man of distinguished fashion ^ould have 
killed at least one antagmist^' it were needless 
to state that the dexterous use of the sword 
was an accomplishment cultivated with an assi- 
duity proportioned to its importance. To Sir 
John, w^iose governing; principle it was to live 
as' long 8s he could, proficieDcy in this art be- 
came a paramount object ; Dudley's skill in die 
weapon, and his invariable success previously to 
the encounter with Sir Lionel, have been already 
noticed; it may be therefore easily supposed 
that he aaceded gladly to the pn^wsition, and 
that they both entered the arena with a fceUng 
of deep interest in its proceedings. Round 
about the great room of hiscollege, Signor Rocco 
had caused to be hung up the coats of arms 
of all the noblemen and gentlemen who had 
been his scholars, beaeath which were suspend- 
ed their rapiers, daggers, gloves of roul, and 
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IpiuatJets; benches odcI qtools being ranged 
«loDg the walls for th« acoommodadon of spec- 
tators. Od a large square table, covered with 
a green cloth fiinged with gold, stood a rich 
staudisfa with pens, ink, wax, pin-dust, and fine 
gilt p^r, for the use of his scholars; and in 
one comer of the apartment was a fair large 
di^ to enable him to apportion his lessons 
equally, — a matter of some consequence to the 
learners, as he scarcely taught any under forty 
pounds, and to some his diarge was as high as 
a hundred. The wager-fight between the £ng> 
lish and Italians was to be a combat of three 
and three in suecesuon, all the parties being . 
teachers of the art, at the single rapier, rapier 
and da^^r, the angle swofd, the sword and 
target, the sword and buckier, the two-handed 
swdrd, the staff, battle-axe, and morris-pike; 
the scene of action being an ^evated open Gcaf<- 
fold, where he that went back ki the tight was 
in danger of breaking his neck by the fall. 

This barbarous gladiatorial combat had al- 
Veadj cpmm^eed when they entered ; but as it 
is not our purpoee-4a detail it, we content our^ 
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selTes with staUog, that after they lud vitneBsed 
several ugly wounds and dai^roua falla, Sir 
Joho withdrew witb Siguor Bocco to bin piv 
vate room to receive his letsoot when i Dudley 
drawing hia rapier desired this celebnuted. DWft- 
ter to use his utmost skill in endeavourii^. to 
disarm him. This, after the most strenueu* 
and repeated effort^ be was unable to effect, a 
circumstance by which hia chattrnger was oot a 
little gratified, as it convinced him that Sir 
Lionel's victory was sc4^y ascribalde to super-, 
natural agency. 

Making their way, ftwn- this savage Ecbool^ 
they proceeded tQ^uceqi^itite, wbme Sic John 
had, ordered hiso>naI^t| io.lt^, iq att^odaoce ^ 
for when 4he court^,.^^ U>^aireg, the tower, and 
the public dEcee were all-fay ^.thc river-aides a^d 
many of the stteei^ 'were hardly passable, a 
boat or barge formed a much, more esieotial 
part of a gefltlemaii''s estafalishntent than a horae. 
Crossing the w^ter, t^y landed at Bsik^de f<Kl 
thepurposeof visiting the B^arGanleii and- lb« 
Bull-baiting, which. were open,plpts c^ground 
scaffolded about with seats for l^e fif«fitafon,_ 
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beneattl whk^ treR kept bears, bulls, and othet 
be^ts, as well ai mastHlft in' diSerent kennels, 
for. the purpose-of baiting them. Paris Gar- 
den, ft ■ more ' regolar circus for sports of the 
nue crtwl description, vas iaext visited, but as 
Sundliy itas ibe principal day at entertainment 
Ht this plftcA of'anlUBenient, and there were now 
hardtj any pastimes exhibiting,.they proceeded 
to the Olobe l!%eatre, on whose roof a flag, 
waving from a long p(Je, indicated that the per- 
f<Mnance was then going on. Passing beneath 
its sign of Hercules supporting a Globe, they 
entered an octagonal bulling, partly' open at 
top and partly covered with rushes, irtiere they 
wCTe reerrated with &e performance of a mys- 
tery entitled " Caridfeoias tSay, or the Killing of 
the Children of Israel," written hy IhanParfre. 
In this rude play,' the Hebrew soldiers were 
made toswear'by Mtlhound'or Mahomet, who 
was not born tffll six hundred years after ; 
Herod^ me^eager bore the name of Watkin ; 
«id tJw kiijghta were directed to walk about the 
stage, while Mary and the infant are conveyed 
iiAo Egypt Such Was the state of the drama,' 
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and such were the absurdities exhibited in that 
Teiy theatre, where, in Kttle more (han half a 
century, Shakspeare was destined to act the 
character of the Ghost in his own tragedy irf 
Hamlet. 

On the hanic, as they again made their way 
towards the river, they passed the licensed 
houses of ill-fame, where Sir John pointed out to 
his companion a gross, though characteristic, sa- 
tire upon his patron, the Lord Cardinal, the pro- 
prietor of one of these infamous haunts having 
assumed for his sign the cardinars hat. Direc- 
ting the watermen, when they regained their 
boat, to take them to Westminster, they landed 
near the Star Chamber, for the purpose of piffl- 
ing at the game of shovel-hoard, as well of 
visiting the Bowling Alley, both of which pas- 
times were then in vogue, and to be enjoyed at 
a house of entertainment in that neighbourhood. 
Here they completed the wanderings and recie- 
ations of the morning, and, if there be more irf 
refinement in the modes adopted tiy younc; men 
of rank and fashion in the present sera to be- 
guile the same hours, it may be attributed to the 
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increBaed civiliKation of tbe age ; if, however, 
there be an equal waste of time, when the re- 
sources for employing it axe so much more 
numerous, the modems must stand convicted 
of less rationality, even althmjgb we may admit 
their daim to greater elegance. 

Betunung to the tavern of the Holy Lamb, 
Dudley made such alterations in hie dress as 
mi^t qualify him for admittance into the gal- 
lery of tbe great chamber in the cardinal's pa~ 
lace, to which Sir John had promised to pro- 
cure his introduction, - that he mi^t witness 
the entertainn>ent to be. given to the King and 
his companions on th^ ,retui;n from hunting. 
Both being arrayed inciting trim to comply 
with the regulations, they proceeded to York 
House, (the precursor of our modem White- 
hall, great pact of which had been recently 
erected,) and passing through the gate of en- 
trance, which was flanked on either side by lofty 
embattled towers, they found themselves sur- 
rounded by irregular piles of building, whose 
varying architecture attested the different wras 
of their construction, and constituted altoge- 
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ther a palace of such great extent, that the 
vant of uniformity was amply compensated by 
the spacious fmd picturesque air of the whole. 
A card, signed by George Carendi^, the Car- 
dinal's gentleman-usher, whidi had enabled 
them to pass the gate, quickly procured them 
admisfaon into the gallery ; for, notwithstanding 
the throng of Tisitanis of ^1 descripticwis, and 
for every variety of purpose, such was the num- 
ber of attendants, and the admirable arrange- 
ment, that not the smallest confunon was any 
where perceptible. After ascending the narrow 
stone stairs conducting to the gallery, which 
were but indifferently lighted, they ^ere al- 
most dazzled with the blaze of splendour that 
irradiated the g^at room upon which they 
looked down, and not less struck with the bril- 
liant appearimce of the company, and the costly 
magnificence of the banquet prepared for tb«r 
recreation. Well might the CardinaTs historian 
he justified in recording, that upcHi occasicm vH 
these royal vi^ts, "all such {Measures were 
devised for the King's comfcM and cerikila- 
tion as might be invented, or by man's wit 
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imiRgiiied. The l»nquete were set forth with 
nasques aad- miunmGriei in so gorgeous a sort 
and costi^ m^mer, tWt it was a heaven to be- 
hold. There waatsd uo dames or damsels, meet 
K «pt to dance wiCb the maskers, or to garnish 
the p)ace for the tame with other goodly dis> 
port& Theve was there all kind of mudp and 
harmoDy, a^C forth with exqellent voices both 
of men and children."* 

Immediately after their entrance, an Italian 
commeneed auiging a trio with two boys, his 
pupila, forming a dulcet- harmony, so soft, mel- 
Mupus, and sw«flt, that the cMnpany, suddenly 
arrested as they had been dispersed about in 
groups, stood Usteaing to the strain in a silent 
trance of rapti^xius .delight. It might have 
been thought, tlwt some magician had struck ' 
themwith his waad in. theroidst of their festi- 
uties, aod turned them ioto statues, so breath- 
less -did they seem,- so mute, and motionless. 
Even tlte air appeared to he bushed and listen- 
ing, while the flames of the waxen torches burnt 
stttigbtt wd ste9dy,as if they would not withdraw 
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the attention by their flickering; and the large 
banner suspended over the King's seat ceased 
its gentle waving, as if the rustling of its ^k 
might mar the melody. The visitants in tbe 
galUry were equally enwrapt ; nor was then a 
single inmate of that crowded ' saloon, of whom 
It might not he said that bis soul was in hir 
eara. When the last cadence died tund'ully 
away, the profound «Ience still continued for 
several seconds, as if the company were either 
listening to its departure or hoping its renewal; 
but wb^n it became certain that the strain bad 
ceased, a loud buzs of ^probation burst ^x»i- 
taneously from the whole assemblage, in which 
the tenants of the gallery thought proper to 
bear a share. Momentary and irrepreseible as 
was the emotion, it neither escaped the keen 
observation nor the quick censure of the Lord 
Cardiniil ; for he looked sternly up to them, and 
waved his hand for dlence, as if to remind thran 
that they were there only upon sufferance, and 
must not presume to identify themselves with 
his distinguished guests by any expression of 
their sentiments. . 
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When the spell was dissolved, thftt had ren- 
dered the whole company dumb and immova- 
ble, Dudley mw them flaunting about in gay 
and gorgeous troope, and, as they again indulged 
in pleasant raillery and laughing metrimeDt, 
could oocasionaUy catch porticms «f their dis- 
course. He had leisure nov to observe the 
line proportions of the sumptuous saloon, hung 
in compartments with feir arras devised with 
subjects from Ovid's Metamorphoses, the dainty 
figuring and rich colours of which were advan- 
tageously displayed by the light of the massy 
silver sconces that hung between each division. 
Gilt branches of the same costly material, placed 
upon the tables or suspended from the roof, 
threw a full blaze over the banquet, which was 
spread out at the upper end, and sparkled witJi 
an incredible profusion of silver vessels ; besides 
' which there was a cupboard of eight stages, set 
with standing-cups, bowls, fiagons, and great 
pots of fine gold, many of them ganuahed with 
stones and pearls, *' jacinths and smaragds.^ 
The CardinaTs numerous gentlemen, in livery 
coats of the brightest crimson velvet, with chains 
o 2 
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o£ gold routKl tb«r Decks, were- seen moving 
about and isBuing their orders to the yeomen 
and inferior serrants, all of' whom were in'coats 
of fine scarlet, faced with black velvet a hand 
Ivoad, and all equally' remarkable for their tall 
and portly figures. Of the banquet, enough 
could be distinguished from the ^lery to show 
that almost every viand was artificially wrought 
into some strange device or imitation, while the 
paltry, jellies, sweetmeats, and ' more compli. 
cated dishes, conformably to the symbolical 
rage whid) attamed its height in this reign, 
were fashioned into subtleties, as they were then 
termed. These hieroglyphics of the cook and 
the confectiooer, by the aid of emblems, mot- 
toes, ' and devices, were meant to convey some 
covert meaning, so as to exercise both the pa- 
late and the penetration of the'guest ; the aitist 
endeavouring to show his skill, by rendering 
these allusions as appropriftte as poscdble to the 
occasion of liieir display, and by combining one 
wjfh another until the whole banquet consti- 
tuted a sort of eatable allegory. As the greater 
part'of the mottoes contained riddles,' whose 
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composers were by no means squeaniish or fas- 
ticlioiu, it was ao establishetl, though Dot very 
delicate,, amuaement of the young gallants, to 
present them to their mistressefi and female 
companions, and enjoy the real or affected con- 
fusioQ, with which they protested their ignorance 
of. the meaning, which was, however, generally 
too broad to escape detectimi. 

Among the various iigures moving about in 
the saloon, none were more conspicuous than 
the . Lord Cardinal himself, attired in scarlet 
taffeta, with, a profusi(»i of the rarest jewels 
sparkling on every part of his person or dress 
that would admit of thar display. - In ^te of 
the patch over his eye, a large wart above bis 
Up, and features not altogether free from 
coarseness, he did not betray a angle symptom 
of vulgarity ; for his face was intellectual, his 
figure commandiug, and his manners remark- 
able for a combination of graceful dignity .with 
the most affable and winning courtesy. Ad- 
dressing himself more frequently to the la^es 
than to the male visitants, it might have been 
thoui^t that the palace, rather thui the cloister 
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or the courU of law, bad been bis habitual place 
of resort froia in&ney — such was the easy fa- 
miliarity with which he accosted every guest, 
and die snuliag cbeerAJoees that be diffused 
around him whithersoever be moved' The 
stem look, with which be bad enforced the ob- 
servance of wder and decorum ia the gallery, 
was DOW exchanged for a gracious nnile ; and 
the most poUsbed courti^ in tbe saloon could 
not have acquitted himself with more elegance 
and urbanity than the Lord Cardioal of York. 

DirectiDg bis eyes towards tbe upper end of 
tbe hall, whence a louder and more boiateroas 
meniment proceeded, Dudley beheld two figures 
ia Strang attire, bedecked with bells and bau- 
bles, one of them carrying a monkey on hift 
sbouldera, and both engaged in a ctdloquy 
mixed with comic gesUcuktioDS ajid grimaces, 
whose suoKSS upon the bystuiderB was abujt' 
dantly testified by repeated bursts of laughter. 
On ap[^ng to Siir Jc^n fix infocmatiaD, he 
was told that one Oif them was Master Williams, 
better known by the name oi Patch, the Car- 
dinal's favouribe foot t and the other WIS 9o- 
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mers, the King's jester, from whose arrival Im 
inferred that it wnuld not be long ere the King 
himself made his appearance. No great enter- 
tainment or banquet was considered complete, 
various as were the pastimes that it commonly 
combined, without the presence of such pr^s- 
fdonal buffoons ; and Sir John added, that these 
individuals had well earned the celebrity they 
enjoyed, by several apt, poignant, and bold re- 
marks to their respective masters, which it 
mi^t have been perilous for any less privileged 
tongue to utter. In confirmation of his Bunnise 
that the King's appearance would not be long 
protracted, the report of chambers and ordnance 
presendy announced the arrival of the royal 
barge, and the company clustered to the win- 
dows that looked upon tlie river to witness the 
disembarkation. A few minutes more elapsed, 
when the trumpets stationed in the saloon blew 
up a loud and lusty peal from their brasen 
throats, that made the air tremble ; the large 
doors were thrown open ; and a sparkling ga- 
laxy glittered into the hall, that gave its floor 
the appearance of the starry firmament. R&- 
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^Undent above the reet, both* for his portly 
figure and the gorgeousness of hift array, was 
the' King himseif, attired in cloth of stiver, da- 
mask, thickly ribbed with cloth oS g<Adj cantled 
all over with inlayings of precious stones, ' bis 
plumed flat^ap of purple velvet having a star 
of diamonds over the forehead, which flashed 
and Inckered, when he moved his head, as if it 
vete oa fire. Queen Catherine cJ Arragon 
walked beside him, her sad dejected counte- 
nance but ill asaortiug with the splendour' of 
her dress, or the festive scene that surrounded 
her. Without appearing to notice her, the 
King cast a single glance around the hall ; and 
then looking sideways at a ' beautiful female in 
his train, still walked slowly forward wi^out 
removing his eyes, as if unconscious that there 
was any other object in the apartment By 
following the direction of his looks, Dudley dis- 
covered the iigure that thus attracted' him, and 
instantly struck by her beauty, whispered'to his 
companion, " Prythee, Sir John, who is yob 
dainty piece of loveliness, that steps so like a 
peacock, and bridles up her fair tap«r neck 
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SO like a awan, and, with a face enwreathed 
with Biniles of triumph, keeps ever bowing 
g^acef^lly to the eager salutations of the com- 
pany. Methinks she should be French^ for so 
her. dress bespeaks her, but that no damsel of 
Gascc^y or Guieone could ever boast a skin so 
snowy. How well does that coif-cap <^ murrey 
velvet become her, the pearl border contrasting 
with her dark hair braided on either side her 
forehead, while the short sable ringlets, that 
escape froQi it behind, impart a bewitchbg 
whiteness to her shoulders ! And that low-cut 
French gown, just disclosing enough of her 
figure to show its voluptuous symmetry, how 
supenor is it to the stiff stopiacheni, and starch- 
ed ruffs and tuckers, in which others are en- 
cased ■!" ... 

*' By, Gad's lid, coz !V rephed his companion, 
" you have a shrewd eye for-a winsome wench, 
and I prcnnise you that our amorous King looks 
not upon her with a less covetous regard. That 
is Mistress Anna Boleyn, whose future fortune 
is already guessed by the courtiers, as you may 
well judge by the zeal', with which they crowd 
o 5 
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axomd ber to offer her tb«T homage. It hu 
been already diacovered that the Eii^ no longer 
connders his present coamxt as bis wife; it is 
conjectured, tberefbre, tbat she mu&t aoon cease 
to be his Queeo, and the King*s eyes sufficiently 
declare who is to be her successor. Nay, it is 
ruDunired that this yoving and buxom beauty 
is sht^tly to be made a countess, aad- wear the 
double train ; * therefore is it, that the courtiers 
flutter about h« with such ready reverence, 
leaving the Queen to sit as solitary in her great 
ruff, as Madge Howlot in » tod <^ aged ivy 
Idiakiag at the light ; and, by my troth, they do 
right ; for the daiues tiM would flmnish Iniut 
open their eyes smilingly to the rising sun, and 
shut them upon that which is going down. For- 
sooth, good coz, I have ever found the good 
Queen a gracious lady and a beautiftil, and I 
would profess myself her AscapMt, her CgI- 

* llie CauataBS waa aatitled to wm two twiu, <uis 
before and one behiod ; the former being geaerallj 
tbrown over the arm, or fastened in the girdle — a dis- 
tuetioD wbkG was prohilMted to the Baroaess, and all 
under her degree- 
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brand, her Guy of Warwick and her champion; 
but for my loyalty to my honest friend Jack 
Dudley, whose service requires that I should 
give her the cold look, and adopt for my pa- 
troness the lady ol the ascend&nt, «weet Mis- 
tress Anna, who is the Diana of our £phestis, 
and whose diamond eyeg are our Dii mundr. 
But hist ! what have we here f Beshrew me, an 
it be not a Castle, as fine and fierce as tinsel and 
wooden guns can render it ; so prythae give it 
all thirte eyesi" 

The object, to which Sir John had thus direct- 
ed his companioD^s attention, was one of those 
gorgeous and cumbersome contrivances entitled 
a Pageant, which, rolling along upon concealed 
wheels, presented a mount set full of crystal 
C4H^s, ruby rocks, tinsel roses, and pomegra- 
nates of gold-leaf, the whole crowned with a 
fortr^ of gilt towers, labelled and lettered, 
*' The Castle of Beauty," 'within which waa 
seen a garrison of six comely damsels. From 
a cave at the bottom of the mount presently 
issued De^re and his five asdstant Icvds, to at- 
tack the cattle, arrayed in cloth of silver and 
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tissue cut in quatte-foyles, ^e gold engrsikd 
with silver, and the silver with gold, all loose 
oh wbite sttio, and on their heads caps of black 
velvet anriched with jewels. The brisk volleys 
of flowers, kisnng comfits, sweetmeat^tearts, 
sugarplums, aod arrows of confectionary, with 
whifh they attacked the fortress, were answered 
by dischaiges of sweet powder, rose-water, .and 
bther peifumes, from the wooden guns of the 
j^msoD ; but a flame of bumt spirits from the 
summit of the towers at length intimating that 
the castle was on fire, the besieged damsels sud- 
denly evacuated the place. To judge by their 
appearance, tb6y had not much sufTered from 
the siege ; their garments of gtdd tissue, envo- 
ven with ctim'son tinsel, wet¥ fresh and glister- 
ing, and they wore their hair in gold cawls, witli 
bonnets of crimson velvet aet full of pearlg and 
stones. The conquertu-s and conquered in this 
contest of amorous foolery, now joining hands 
in token of amity, danced ■ ^evn-al dances -tc^e- 
ther, concluding with the pavan, a grave m^es- 
tic measure, whose name was derived from its 
suppo^d refemblance to the stately motions of 
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the peacock. This being ciHiifdeted, they re- 
sumed th^ former stations on die mount, to he 
wheeled back oat of die hdl; and thus ler- 
idinated that incongruous and pueiile com- 
poiind of inliinniery and machinery, designated 
a Pageant.' 

No sooner had it disappeared, than the tniin- 
petd sounded to the banquet, and the company 
seated themselves in the rooms or places pro- 
vided for them, According to strict rank and 
precedeiiG||i«&e King's doth of estate or royal 
caiiopy b^g elevated at the upper end of the 
tables.^ Damask roses had been recratly intro- 
duced into England by Doctor Linacre, Henry's 
favourite [^ysiaan ; and as the monarch, from 
certain political assdciations, was known td afitct 
the red rose, several of this el^^t and novel 
variety were dispersed about the table in small 
vases of silver, enchased with the royal arms. 
Nor had bis palate been neglected by the luxu- 
rious lutd connderate cwdinal. In addition to 
all the viatids, which had been recapitulated to 
Dudley at the Swan in Eastcheap, as those 
which were most honoured by the royal prefe* 
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retK%, he noticed a di^ of golden ^ppins from 
Plumstead in Sussex, being the 6rst raised in 
England ; and a ri^y ornamented stately pie, 
from whose fragrant steun of ambergris, aa it 
was wafted up to the gallery. Sir Joho undflv- 
took to pronounce it a most finished and fault- 
kss specimen of culinary skilL F(»d as he ge> 
nerally was of displaying penonal mageificance 
and pomp, and <^ exacting snch homage as had 
hardly ever been previously paid to a uibject,- 
the cardinal, upon this occasuM, as if denioua 
that the whole display should be coraddpred a 
c(»nfdiment to his royal toaster, declined even 
to t^e a seat, but walked about, occaaonaUy 
ctMiverang with tbe King, or gtring suebmrders 
as he thou^t migbt enhance his eojoymeBt of 
the banquet 

Wh«t the r^tast was ov«r, and the gaetta 
had wa^ed, a voyde of spices, with hippoGras 
and wafers, was handed around on masslre silver 
salvers, which it required a stiudyyeoman to sub- - 
tain; and the tables being presently cleared, the 
minstrels struck up a joyous lively ur, white 
the brisk movemrats of the younger gallants^ 
as they started on thedr feet and selected tbor 
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curtseying and nniliag pcGrtnerft, announced thst 
the dancing waa about to commence. Acconi- 
ing to esb^Hshed uiage, the brawl waa the firat 
dance, which was performed by several persona 
)oiiUBg hands in a circle, and giving each other 
contiaual ^akes, the steps chaoging with the 
tune. To tiiis succeeded the merry moTement 
of tba canary; while, aa the night advanced, 
and the spirits of t^ performers became exhila- 
r^fld by their paetime, th^ indulged freely in 
aU the more animated varieties of corantoes, 
jigs, kvcdtos, fantnes, and galliards." 

Notwithstiuiding his acknowledged proficien- 
cy in ijas recreation, of which he was known to 
be paaoonatdy food, die King did not once mix 
. ID (he sport, but continued nearly the whole of 
the evening playing at Munichance with the 
Countess of fiufibjk. In servile imitation a[ 
their n^al master, many of the senior courti»B 
were seen dispersed about the saloon plying the 
dfce,-and lookii^ prodi^usly grave and stJemn 
at the same Etufndgame ; whilesevenQ of the ju- 
niors, affectii^ not to enjoy any dance, at whidi 
they could not see the King perfoim, were abo 
scattered in Ijttle groups and card-parties, playii^ 
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at Primero, Trump, Greaco, Gleek, or Double . 
Ruff with Honours, regnrdless erf" the two jesters, 
Ifatcb and Will Somers, who, having taken a 
8tati(m near them, were earnestly occupied at 
Cross and Pile, mocking as closely as poeeibie 
the deeply-engaged looks or passionate gestures 
of the neighbouring gamblers. 

" Forsooth^" said Dudley, as he surveyed the 
gay soene below, " if the good Queen Catherine 
behold a rival in Anna Boleyn, it is truly kind 
of her to notice her as she does, and even to be 
playing with her at cards close to the King's 
table." 

" By Gad's lid ! cousin mine," replied his com- 
panion, " you are as dmpJe as a nursery-rocker 
thus to hold her. I tell you, fw as meek ' and 
danure as she shows, the Queen is cunning as a 
she-fox ; and yet I can this moment read .her 
heart as plainly as if she wore it on her sleeve. 
She has condescended to engage Anna at cards, 
to prevent her displaying her skill and .fine fi- 
gure in dancing, wherein she hath so perfected 
hersdf in France as to do shame to the heels of 
our courtjoalkinsrand she has taken her sta- 
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tion close to the King's table, in the hope that 
she may drav his attention to the supernumc- 
niry nail which disfigures one of her rival's 
fingers,' and so di^ust him with a deformity 
which niaDy have deemed ominous and revolt- 
ing. And harkee, coz, a word in your ear ; for 
though any one may decry the Queen, it is peril- 
ous sometitoies even to look at the King : X can 
read his heart as ^bly as the Queen's : no sooner 
'did he perceive this manoeuvre, than he forswore . 
dancing himself, uld selec^ted the game of Mam- 
chuice, because, as it enjoins silence, he was 
under no necessity of conversing with his part- 
ner, and might devote his whole attention to 
Anna. See you not how he devours her with 
his eyes, how he gloats upon her channs, how 
carelessly and unconsciously he throws the dice, 
while his looks and thoughts are turned from 
his own play to watch the smallest motion of his 
inamorata? and beehrew me, if I do not think 
there is something arch and significant in the 
furtive smiles and bridling grace, with which she 
slily notices his devoirs, while she seems to be 
only laughing at her own ill-luck, as .she loses 



jt,,Google 



906 TXB TOB HILL. 

every game to the Queen. By the mass ! ebe 
iM>7 well f^wd to lose the ruddocks ; for vhea 
they come to play together fw crowas and 
MvereignB, she ia sure to be the viODer." 

" Alas ! for the poor Queen," said Dudley; 
" methinki she wears a look of smothered etff- 
row and distresB, as if she marked Aeir Beciet 
dalliance, howbeit ihe dare not pve utter^ce to 
her thoughts. Her rival's supernumerary nail 
is not long enough to scratch out the name of 
Anna from the King's heart, and bo the good 
Queen thinks ; for lo you, Sir John, she hath - 
called up the two fools to cheer her Badnesi by 
their antic and pranksome gambcds.^ 

" Gadamercy ! my candid coz, I am but a 
youngster like yourself, yet have I seen enough 
of the Court and Spanish Catherine, to rrad 
her actions better than thus to interpret them. 
See you not how she stations them on the kfit 
of her rival, knowing thiU the li^lJiearted 
giglot will be half convulsed with laughtw at 
their focdeiy, and hoping that an ugly project- 
ing tooth in her upper gum, by catching tlM 
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Eing'a fiutidiaus eye, may be toare succ^MfuI in 
excitang hia dii^ust than tiie unfortunate dou- 
ble4iailed finger P Giddy and gay, the joyous 
triumf^snt Anna indulges ber memmeat un- 
restrained, careless of exhibitiiig the defects of ' 
too^ or band, piovided Ae can display with 
graoe her general lorelineas : and truly I have 
aeta enough this night, good coz, to show me that 
the King has gorged the bait, and my shrewd 
and worthy friend Jack Dudley, who never 
throws away a hint, must be cautioned to with- 
dnv himself from the notice, with which the 
Qdeen has lately been disposed to honour him, 
and propitiate the fair Anna by some present 
that may titillate her French taste — a golden 
carkanet, or fiUagree pomander ; a covering for 
a cushion of Flemish tapestry fashioned like a 
park, with men, wumen, and beasts ; a Paris 
sttmiaaher of gold bawdikin purfled and pow- 
dered with cry m er y work ; or, if there be no 
other fbreign gear to be bad, a parrot or a mon- 
key dnll serve the turn, and do me yeoman's 
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*' Forgive tns, Sir J<^n, if I do you wrwig ; 
but spite of all your provident reeolrea to win 
your way, methioksyou are some desl'too hare- 
brained and volatile to play the courtier's part 
with good success." 

" I have told you,-coz, that) the King loves a 
proper man and comely, with a blithe eye and 
a merry tongue, who must ha,ve a good head to 
execute his purposes, and not too good a heart 
to bc^le at an ugly bidding : and if I know 
au^t of Jack Dudley, be is much such a man ; 
but time will show. Hark ! hark ! — By Gad's 
lidt— 

' Good coueiD, 'tis late — 'tis time to begone. 
For WcetmiiiBter Tom, by my faith! strikes One.' 

" It will cost me a rose-noble to bribe the 
guard at the Tower Fostem, if I wish not to 
sleep in the ditch : but I will be with you be- 
times to-morrow morning; for, though the Lord 
Cardinal may not go to bed till the owl, he is 
always up with the lark ; and so, good coz, for 
the present I wish thee well to fare." With 



.it>,Goog[c 



THE TOft HILL. 309 

these words be took his departure ; and Dudley, 
wearied with the eKertions of the morning, as 
wdl as dazzled by the long glittering of the 
lifl^tB and movrog figures beneath him, vas 
glad to follow his example, and retire to his 
lodgings At the Holy I/smb. 
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CHAPTER X. 



A r&tdiiig, teddees, m«ny «right ! 
At least bis equals would uiute 

In this opinion. — 
But nith the great, the waiy knave 
Becomes a sycophantic slave 

And Gwdid minion. 



Om the following morning, Sir John made 
his appearance conformably to his promise, and, 
Dudley being in readiness to attend him, they 
a^ain bent their way to York House, where, 
notwithstanding the early hour of their vieit 
and the lateness of the last night's revels, they 
found all the numerous officer^ and servants at 
their posts, and every thing in as perfect order, 
as if the regular routine of the vast establish- 
ment had not been so lately interrupted by a 
banquet of unexampled magnificence and extent ; 
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fliH^ was the methodical economy of the car.- 
diaal''s household, and ao Btrictly were the duties 
erf their respective departments performed by his 
various servants. At the momeot of their arrival 
he was at mass, and Dudley, by the asnstance 
of his gentleman -usher, obtained a view of the 
chapel, not less dazzled by the incredible gor- 
geousness of its decorations, than delighted by 
the full harmony of the dioir, which comprised 
ten singing-priests, twelve secular singing-men, 
and ten juvenile choristers. A duke and an 
earl presented to him the bason at the lavatory ; 
and the service being completed, the cardinal 
passed forth in stately procession to the private 
apartments of his palace. 

After they had waited a short time in a room 
appropriated to that purpose, and where there 
were several other candidates for the honour of 
an interview, the good offices of the gentlem&a- 
usher enabled them to gain precedence, and be 
first summoned to his private audience-chamber, 
where he sat every morning, for a limited 
time, to receive similar applications. Passing 
throng a long file of chamberlains, ushers. 
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grooms of the chtunber, jeomeQ of the cham- 
ber (of whom alone there were forty-five,) and 
various others, whose offices they did not know, 
they at length reached the ante-room, in which 
were divers lords and gentlemen, bearing the 
great seal of England, the cardinaPs hat, the 
two great crosses' and pillars of silver, the 
silver mace, gilt potl-ases, and all the other in- 
^gnia of state, by which he was invariably ac- 
companied when he salUed forth upon his 
official buuness. From this apartment they 
passed into the private chamber of audience, 
where the Lord Cardinal was seated at a large 
tatde, attired in an upper garment of crimson 
satin engr^ned, with a tippet of sable about 
his Deck, and holding in his left hand an orange, 
•f which the pulp had been taken out, and its 
place supplied by a sponge steeped in vinegar 
and perfumes, to preserve him from infectious 
airs or the annoyance of unsavoury suitors. A 
secretary, a clerk of the signet, and a counsellor, 
sate at the lower end of the table. 

With a reverence of accost, that in any one 
but a cAurtier might have been termed servilitj^. 
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and a softened, fawniog voice, that formed a 
complete coDtra$t to his ufual rattling and reck- 
less manner, Sir John introduced his kinsman, 
who delivered his letter, and was proceeding to 
state, as briefly as possible, the object of his ap- 
plication, when he was interrupted by the car- 
dinal. His eminence's demeanour and tones ap- 
peared to have undergone a not less surpriung 
alteration than Sir John's, the courteous suavity 
of last night being exchanged for a harsh and 
somewhat blustering manner, as he exclaimed, 
with a frown—" How now. Sir, how now ! why 
' waa not this letter from the good Lord Abbot 
presented to me sooner ?" 

" I tarried but two days, my iord, in Wilt- 
shire," said Dudley ; " and then rode forward 
with such unsparing speed that I might have 
delivered it yesterday, but tbat I understood it 
would not suit your lordship's leisure to .grant 
me audience.'" 

Opening a drawer by his side, the cardinal 
took out a paper, and handing it to Dudley, 
continued: " This have I had three days: read 
it ; runs it not Word for word according to the 

VOL. II. r 
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letter you have just presented to me ?^ On 
casting his eyes over it, Dudley perceived that 
it was a verbatim copy, and again laying it upon 
the t&ble, said he presumed it had been for- 
wuded by the abbot, though he could not ao- 
couot ibr the messenger having so strangely 
outatript hia own speed. 

" It comes not from Glastonbury, Sir, but 
from Sir Lionel Fitzmaunce,.of the Tor Hill," 
said the cardinal. 

" From Sir Lionel Fitzmanrice !" exclaimed 
Dudley, in utter amazement ; " is it passible 
that the lord abbot can have played roe false ?^ 

" No, Sir," replied the cardinal sternly ; " it 
is imposidble for that good man to play any one 
false." ■ 

"Here, then, is dnother and a damning proof,'" 
resumed Dudley, " of the diabolical wd, by vhi<^ 
Sir Lionel is abetted in his gnilty machinations; 
tor how else could he obtain knowledge of this 
letter, or how outstrip me by so many days ?" 

" These are matters that it would little boot 
me to know, nor do I sit here to aiiswer 
qitfestions ; but, by God's body ! had he. ten 
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times as many devils to do his bidding as were 
seen by my Lord Dacre at Jedburgh, he shall 
8nd the law too strong for him; for if he be the 
wrongdoer md the foul oppressor this letter 
would declare, I will tear him out of the Tor 
House by the heels, even though Beelzebub and 
Aahtaroth stood upoa the drawbridge a« his 
body-guard and champions. The Hungerfonls 
are an ancient race and a loyal; the boy, whether 
lunatic or sound-witted, falls to my wardship as 
lord-keeper t and once owre I swear, by the five 
joys of Our Lady, that he shall have nght. I 
have tamed or crushed fiercer rufflers than this 
Sir Lionel; and while I sit in the chair of jus- 
tice, the proudest of them that wears a head 
shall vail bonnet, aud do fealty to the law. 
Begtme, ^, to your man of business ; let your 
deposition be avouched by oath ; return me 
the papers, and fear not, when I have given 
orders touching it, that your affair shall aleep 
or loiter upon the road, as you have done your-. 
self." 

_ " Under your good favour, my lord, if I miglit 
be permitted to explain— — ^ 
p2 
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" I owe you. Sir, no fovour, oor did I call upon 
you to explain. Sir lionel, in his letter to my- 
self, avers the youth to be of unsouod intellect, 
into the which &ct be courts a full and l^al 
scrutiny. He shall have it; ay, aod a atrici 
one too, for I will myself nainc cwnmissioQen 
and phyffloans, whom he shall, neither coz^ 
with his devils, nor bribe with his gold, dot 
hoodwink with his craft, ma frighten ' with 
the hectoring swashers whom be Holds in pay. 
Wherefore, I bid you be of good contattmeDt, 
foe your cousin shall have full, and quick, and 
heaped-up justice." 

Dudley had opened his lips to express his 
thanks, when tbe,cardwal;^ii|terrupited bk pur- 
pose by conttQumg, <vith an an^y vefaeraeaoe: 
"And so shall yourself; for lookee, sirrah, 
Sir Lit«iel writes me word that you we a can- 
kered knave and a dialoyali ope who babbles 
against the King's divorce ; meddles, mth an 
overthwart and busy frowardnesB^ in state af- 
fairs, and maintains, moreover, the heretges of 
the pernicious, pestilent, Uind, And b^wtly 
Luther." 
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' " Aa I hope for heaven, my lord, tlie riUolD 
does me foul and flagrant wrong • Twice has he 
thrust at my life, and now would he stab my 
fair fame, that so he may stifle up my voice. 
I am a s<ddier, my lord, and have been too 
busy flghting his grace's battles in Fraooe to 
dream of his divorce, or to embroil my bead 
with churchmen's controversies." 

*' How say you to this, Sir John ? are you 
willing to be of warrant and avouch for your 
kinsman's honesty ?" 

" Humbly craving pardon of your eminence 
for my boldness," said the knight, not a little 
disconcerted by this unexpected appeal; — " I 
have held it ri^l for one who wore the same 
name as myself, to introduce him to your gra- 
cious notice; buffer these frightful charges, 
whi<^ are quite new to my ear, I may neither 
gainsay them nor admit them, having had but 
a two-days knowledge of my kinsman ance we 
were boys together." 

" GuU and doddipate I is it on such slight 
appfoof, that you put me to the hateful hazard 
of holding speech with a Lutheran ,''" 
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"*''By mysoul 1 my lord," «xcl«inied Dudley. 
"' it is an aoeuution — '" 

" Silence air !^ cried the cardinal ; "it tnn dot 
to you that I addressed my speech." 

" May it {dease your emiaence," said Sir 
John, with an increaaed atrvility of tone and 
manDer— " had I believed that he was satit a 
spotted heretic, I were a bold and base traitor 
to introduce htm to my best friend and patron, 
whom, in common with all the cathohc world, 
I look, ere long, to see in the papal chair. Truly 
I venture to hope, under your eminenoe's fa- 
vour, that hia ac^uaerdoes him wrong; and I 
may therefore humbly crave pardon for my last 
night's Uberty, in bringing hhn to tile great g^- 
tery as a spectator, or radier as an auditor, toi 
my kinsman had heard so much aln-oad of your 
cmia^ice'g happy eloquence, that nothii^ wouU 
content him but Uiat he must judge by his own 
ears, whether all the marvels he had been told 
on this head were sound or lioUow sayings." 

" Tush, Sir, tush !" said the cardinal, affect- 
ing to look chspleased, luid yet fishing by lus 
question for further iitformation — '* what si 
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these tiabblers prate about, or bow sbould my 
poor sayings in the courts oif Londou be bnuted 
abroad, even to tiK camps c£ France P" 

" If it might be spoken without offence to 
your illustrious efloinence," resumed Sir John, 
"my kiDsmaa telis me, that, «ver as there came 
some fre^ gallants or soldiers from London, 
they would talk of nothing in their quarters but 
of the leanied, sweet, and voluble harangue* 
they had heard in the Star-chamber, the Lega- 
tine Court, or the Hall of Westminster. I dare 
not say, your emiD«Ke, from whose mouth 
they f<^, although tfaere.be but one in England 
that can give utterance to socb ttunable and 
wondrous lore. So eager was he a&d impMtu- 
nate to hear this f«i--faiiied orator, that I was 
won to give him admiadon Ia8t«t^t to the gal- 
lery, in the which if I Jtavs offended say gene- 
rous patron, J caabut throw mysrif upon bis 
emip^u^e's mercy for forg^vsness." 

** Aad prythee, Sir Jcrfm,^HiHce it jdeassth 
ymi to entreat of these matters, what might 
you ween of my last night's discourse, tfaougl^ 
' Booth it was too short to allow of more than 
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plaia and homdy speech ?" The taunting tone 
of this questioD did net deodve Sir John as to 
its covert iotoitioD, for he immiedifttely replied 
with an ur of the bhudest amcerity : — 

" Too short indeed it was, your endaence ; 
but ah ! if I might dare express my thoughts 
without the sus{Hcion of flattery, which I abhor ; 
— if I could 6od language; if my feelings , 
would allow me ! — and then that heart-rending, 
soul-melting allunon to the holy father now a 
captive and a priscmer in the castle*^ St. An- 
gdo.— Oh, your eminence !— Ob, oh!" Sir 
John^s voice faultered, he hid his face in his 
handkerchief, and appeared to be oomj^tely 
overcOTne by his emotions ; wiule Dudley, who 
bad never uttered a syllaUe to him on the sub- 
ject, and knew that as they went away together, 
his kinsman could not have heard a particle of 
the speech alluded to, was utterly confounded 
at the scene before him, whidi he contemplated 
with a blank bewilderment, afraid to open his 
lips, lest he diould implicate either his com- 
panion or himself. 
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. *'Go to, boy,* go to,^ said the cardinal^ in a 
tone of gentle peevidineBfi, "forsooth, you are 
too soft and ; sensitive ; but your emotion mis- 
likes me not, for it betokens you to be a good 
Catholic and no underEly scholar. Retire, 
good youth, and compose yourself. Let your 
kinsman do as be was ordered, and I w\\l myself 
be of warrant that the young Hungerford, his 
cousin, shall have overflowing justice." 

Sir John made a profound bow, and, without 
withdrawing the handkerchief from bis eyes, 
walked slowly towards the door; while Dudley, 
confused by what he had witnessed, stood for a 
moment irresolute, .until an -angry wave of the 
Cardmafs handy accompuned by a stern excla- 
mation of " Avaunt, Sir I** sent him out of the 
room, in rapid pursuit of his kinsman. 

The latter- still retained his face mjiffled up, 
in the some apparent dep^ of feeling, until he 
had again passed through the great gates of the 
palace, and turned a cMiier in the direction of 
the tilUyiu^, when suddenly withdrawing the 
handkerchief, he burst into such a convulsion 
p5 
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of lAUg^ter, tlist he was fain to bcdd fast fay 
Dudley to prerent bBnaelf from fklling to the 
ground. " For At love of mercy, my dear 
kinsmaai" he at length exclaimed, regucnng his 
customary voice and mannor, *'do jom me, and 
bear a share in Has load of lauf^ter, or it will 
burst my mdes. Oh Heavens ! I feel as though 
they were already split asmider." 

" I can see nothing risible of aoy sort," smd 
Dudley somewhat seriously — " and indeed the 
vhiAe scene, I have just witnessed, has been to 
me an tncom[»ehfln«ibte mystery, which it woald 
like me Uuch to hear you explain.'" 

" Look not then ao solemn and sapient, I 
beseech ye, coz, or you will set fre to a new 
train <^ laughter, whtdi may blow me up beftn^ 
I can content your oueiosity. By OadV.Hd! 
this tucky thought of mine was my ek^'-d'auvre, 
for the which every true coortier will' allow 
that I ought to receive instant promotion; ' and 
be cwionised after my death in the calendb' <^ 
the clawbadu Bnt listen and team, you, who 
so wisely held me somedeol too harebrained and 
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vejatjle, |o play the etmrtKr-'aifwrt >vith good 
success ! — My> iiieiid, .6'eorge Caveodisb, ' the 
iwlwr^ inibcK^ me, as- we psned to the audnnce- 
cbsunber, that after the roj^^paEty-haddHfiavt- 
ed from the banquet, my Lord Cm^ina}, who 
piquesilttmself upoD rhisotatory, and lo«esno 
oB^uion for its display, must e'en barmogue the 
remaining guests, under )wetext of thanking 
them for their attendance and giving them 
theic dismiflsal. This was, »9 usoal, a very learn- 
ed and ruthful oration, torn probaUy out of 
TuUy, and coaned oTer in the mwoing;^ wherein 
he showed his mmnpotcnee, by lugging in the 
Holy Father by the head ami ahpulders, although 
he u 9t this moment a clotepTuoner in Rome, 
— beBeeching the prayers of ^oompany ferhia' 
release; and did so ruefully oatterwaul, aad 
affect BO doleful a dump: upon tVas tristful 
treachery of fortune, that all those who' had' 
favours to ask in the morning put their kerchiefs 
ineondnentiy to their eyes, to hide- their wast oi 
tean, and under this mask pret^ded to bliibbei 
for the head of the church, like so mimy chur<^- 
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i^uts. Now, thou^ my frieod Gtiorge would 
not avoudi any further ; I, who know my good 
patron's weak ^de, and that he will swaJlow this 
sort of flattery, when a fat otanplimeot would 
stick in his throat, will peril a double sovereign 
to a dandyprat, that he went to bis bed in a 
most maudlin mood of contentment, arising 
from the joint fumes of his own hippocras and 
his guests^ hypocrisy. This was my cue. No 
aocHier did I perceive, that you had been carry- 
ing the letters of Bellerophon, — that the Carduial 
was prejudiced against you, as deeming you a 
mischief-maker and a Lutheran,— than I betook 
myself to his speech, of which, Heaven be 
praised ! we neithei- of us heard a syllable, and 
I tell thee, cousin mine, that if I can read 
aright, the peevish yet fond ' Go to, boy, go 
to ! ' with which he greeted me, it will send me 
up another step or two upon the ladder of ad- 
vancement. 'Twas thus I became Master of 
the Armoury, and 'tis thus that I will, in the 
end, become master of my master, if my Lord 
Cardinal of York do but retain his power, and 
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nqr good frieDd, JaJck Dudley, be ever as 
^ire'wd and ready as he has proved himself thig 
moroing." 

" And in the mean time,^ eidd Dudley, " his 
pr^udice against myself seems to be as ground- 
leas as his prepoGsessioQ towards you." 

" Because, coz, the very name of heresy or 
disaffection Btinks in hts high-church noattils; 
because you styled him * my lord' instead of ' your 
eminence ;' and because, moreover, you heard me 
declare that you were an auditor of his oration, 
and yet uttered not a syllable of your amaze- 
ment, admiration, rapture, at his eloquence. 
Gadzooks, man ! why were you not more quick- 
witted p" 

" Had I been even disposed to favour your 
assertion, be would not hear me speak ."^ 

*' But you had a handkerchief in your poc- 
ket, beneath which you might have been as ecs- 
tatic as I was : you might have fainted away, 
gone into hysterics or fits : you might have oc- 
casioned a call for cold water and sal ammoniac, 
and your fortune would have been made for 
life." 
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" M; seed gave me do wacnnt foroidi do* 
^idty : I cune not to oak a favour Cor myselfi 
but justice for my cousin Cecil." 

" Then will you be fully gratified, for I fore- 
see that you trill never stand wall in his favoar, 
and that he will exact from this Hnrlothruaibo 
of the Tor Hill, a stem and sweernng atone- 
meot. He will have none oji^jreaaed except by 
himself or the King; it delights him to show bis 
supremacy by pulling down a powerful wrong- 
doer like this; you have piqued himby making 
a devil of Sir Lionel, and when he gets hie noee 
fairly into tlie forceps of the law, you will see 
him — 

' TVeak Hiin most souadlj, as «m oDce done. 
So legends teB ns, by Saint I>iin9tui.-> ** — 

" That is all I need, Sir Jdin.; that once 
ac<^mpli^ed I shall not reqmce bis favour^ 
for I shall have no opponent with whom to 
contend." 

'■ Beshrew me if I think so. If Sir Lionel 
be such as your speech wieuid make him, -he 
is not one, I ween, who will content himself 
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with dropping loose cfaai^s in the lord-keep- 
et^s ear. How came he to sudi instant know-; 
ledge of the abbot's letter ?" 

'* Unless it were by ' diabolical aid, I am 
utterly at a loss to resolve you." 

" The devils who steaded him upon that oc- 
casion inay quickly prove your ushers, in induct- 
ing you to a prison, if these perilous charges 
against you—" 

" But they are as false as hell t" 

" So says one Master Poyns Dudley, being the 
party accused j but if ten or twenty honest de- 
vils come forwiuyl to swear the contrary, I .t^ 
the^ coz, I had much rather he guilty and out 
of Sir Lionel's clutches, than innocent and in 
them. Mudi easier shall you find it to escape 
from his sword, formidable as it was, than 
from the traps and toils, in which he may 
ensnare ' you with these charges, however false 
they may be ; and, alack ! there is no buxom 
B^trice in London to open the prison^oor, 
or untie the hangman's noose, or arrest the 
ex«cutk)ae^a uplifted arm, as she did her fa- 
ther's.'' 
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*' You would afford me but lenten solace, Sir 
John, did I deem that an innocect man could 
be driven to such a desperate ■concluaonJ How 
then would you counsel me to act P" 

" Nay, by Gad's lid ! I counsel nothing fur- 
ther- You have an u^y battle to fight, in the 
which I have no wish to be your second ; and 
indeed I hold it meet and honest to tell you, 
ooz, tliat henceforth you may be of kith and 
kin to me, for that I cannot help ; but look not 
to me for countenance or aid, for that t cannot 
afford. Willingly would I stand your friend, 
but that jealous churi Jack Dudley won't let 
me. He has swoni that I sh jl be buried with 
my liead on, of which there might be some 
doubt were I to meddle in such ticklish gear as 
a quarrel with Sir Lionel Fitzinaurice. You 
would not have me make a perjurer of my 
staunchest well-wilier Jack Dudley, and there- 
fore you must allow me to make my bow to your 
acquaintanceship, until it is of safer character, 
and so, my gentle coz, for the present I give you 
the good den." Taking off his bonnet as he 
concluded this speech, he made a flourishing 
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bow of most burlesque ceremoniousuess, and 
was about to depart, when Dudley stopped 
him. Heartless and selfish as were the princi- 
ples he avowed ; mean and hypocritical as had 
been his conduct towards his patron, tlie lord 
cardinal ; openly as he professed his resolution 
to advance himself by similar falsehood and du- 
pUcitj; there was so good-humoured, blithe and 
familiar en assurance in his manner, when not 
in the presence of his superiors, that Dudley, 
though he might not respect his character, could 
hardly feel angry with him. Aware that he had 
not die smallest claim upon his good offices, be- 
yond, that of a boyish acquaintance, and a dis- 
tant relationship, he could not expect that h? 
should implicate himself in a quarrel with so 
de^terate an adversary as Sir Lionel. Although 
his introduction to the cardinal nught not have 
been attended with all the results he antici- 
pated, he was at least obliged to him for his 
good intentions ; and as he recollected no other 
friend in London to whom he could immedi- 
ately apply, he ventured, before they parted, to 
ask two other favours of Sir John. One was 
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that he would recommend to him »«De mao of 
law, who might jvepare ffir him the ueeea- 
sary depoeitions to iubstantiate his }H-oceedinge 
againBt Sir Lioiiel; and the other that he would 
dine with him iii return for his yesterday's Lreat 
in the city. *' Not that I can prtHuise you,^' 
said liudley, " such n^al and luxunou».iare as 
tHir host of the Swau in Eaatcheap proTido) for 
us, under your scientific catering; but my land- 
lord of the Holy Lamb has promised me some 
French ragouts, and a pheasant dressed in the 
Paris mode, a la Saintt Menekould, which, with 
a flask of Candian wine, and a dessert of marchi- 
pane or quincecake to beip it off, may not per- 
haps misbke your paUte." 

*' For your first request," re{^ed Sir John, 
" give me your tablet, and I will forthwith 
write you down the name and address of a 
shrewd and stirring man of law, who will brisk- 
ly enable the Lord Keeper to fulfil his promise* 
touching this doughty Sir Mahound of the Tor 
HiU." 

Retuming the tablet to Dudley, after faaVi^ 
made the required entry, he con^ned-^" And 
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tor your sectn^ propo^tioQ, cousin mine, by 
Bacchus and Ceres, by sfHt uid apiggot, it likes 
me vril, since it is better to part with a ^ake 
of the flagon than of the band, and a wet 
whistle iBthei- than a dry 'good day.' Where^ 
fore lead un, for the clock-work of my itimiach 
is preparing to strike the dinner-hour, and I 
will match it for punctuality against Westmin- 
ster Tom, or ths sun himself." 

" Its importunity ^all quickly be allayed," 
said Dudley, turning towards the tavern, "and 
I hope it will not quarrel with the French fare 
I have provided fmr its refection." 

" Quarrel with it, coE .' provided only that it 
be entreated after a delicate and toothsome 
fashion by the cotJ:^ there is notbing edilde, 
whether fish, 'flesh, or fowl, that comes amiss 
to me. Small aa it Atows, my stoiaach is a 
Noshes ark, wherein there is a coop far all 
birds, from the titmonse to the ostrich, a stall 
for' the ox, a ^ed for the calf,' a sty for tbe b<^, 
a park for deer, a warren for rabbits, a store- 
room 'for fruit, a dairy for milk, curds, and 
whey ; and acellar fra- all sorts of liquids, from 
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mall beer to hippocru. Is this the house ? 
Ha ! its odour is of good omen, it savours well 
at ambei^s — it is of the rich and genuine 
hxHt-gout : I swear it by mine uncle*« life, and 
diat '■ a serious oath, — for he sends me yetu'Iy 
a pipe of rich canary from Hull, and a fat buck 
from Sherwood." 

By this time they had entered the tavern, 
the landlord of which, taking .Dudley a^e, ap- 
prised him that there had been two or three 
persons inquiring for him, whom he judged by 
their appearance to be apparitors or summonCTS 
from some of the upper courts, ou which ac- 
count he ODuDselled him to decamp as quietly 
and quickly as postoble, if be had rendered him- 
self obnoxious to any of the fimnidalde tribu- 
nals, to whom theee appbcants seemed to belong. 
In the indignant consoiouBness of innocence, 
Dudley replied with more courage than' pn^ 
dence, that he had offended no law and di»- 
dained to abscond; with which vitxt6» he return- 
ed in a somewhat stately mood to the table, 
upon which the attendants were already ban- 
ning to serve the dioner. ' £f« this prooeas Traiai 
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camideted, it was announced to him that one 
of the pa£tie» who hdd previously called had 
now retutned: repairii^ to him in aa ad- 
jtBiung rooin, the atranger inquired whether 
his. oame were Dudley, to which receiving an 
affimatiTe aasw.er, he delivered a paper into his 
hand, made a bow, and immediately withdrew. 
It was a ehaticsi fr<Hn the ^Ecclesiastical Court, 
siunmooinghim to appear and answer to different 
diaeges of heresy, of which he stood accused, 
upon the oaths of v«riouB witnesses. While be 
was reading over. thJA document, not less as- 
tounded at the pronptitude of Sir LioDel's 
machiaatioBfi, to wUch he immediately attii'- 
buted it, than at^ttte audatatntS; peijuries with 
which he supported his faise charges, lie ob- ■ 
served through the curtain of an open window, 
that looked into the dtaner-apartment, a second 
straflger, wearing the garb of apursuivant, who 
made stndtway np ta Sir Jtdin, and also in- 
quired whether his name were Dudley. 

" The same, Sir, and at your service," replied 
Sir John,' who, without waiting for his com- 
psmtm, had u»nmenced an eager attack upon the 
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French ragout — "though, byGad*elJd{ Inever 
WW your f«ce before. What may be your plea* 
sure, friend ; Mn I wanted at the Tower ?'" 

" I haye no oiier for ocnveTnig you tether 
at present," eaad the pureuiTaot — " but here is 
my warrant for Hrrasting you, and oanyhig you 
before the Lord« of the Stai;\€hamber, for .cer- 
tain treaaonous Ba3dtigs toudnng Ins grace*! di- 
vorce, whereon you stand indicted on oath." 

" Ode-pitUkins ! I gucBaed as much," esdaim* 
ed Sir John,' casting- his eye over die warrant ; 
" this u not for me, good' Sir, ■ b«t for my cou- 
sin or luDBman, Pnyne Dudley^ whose name you 
may here see inserted at fail length.' H«wil] 
be back anon, and you may bear bin away, an' 
you will, to gaol or Jericho, to noose^ axe, or 
foggot, so you mar not my discusucn of this 
ragout, wtuch is of nwst inef^Uef saiiour, and 
not le«8 exqulHte gustation.'" 

" Forsooth, sir, I am not to be so gltt>ly co< 
zened as you ween. You confetised your name, 
you expected a eumHions to the Tower, which 
is BE good as to confees your guilt ; ao prythee 



jt,,Coog[e 



air, away, away I for the lords are waiting, and 
I may not tafle^.witb my strict orders." 

"Why> what a peremptory ass thou art! 
once mere I tell thee, I am Sir John Dudley, 
Haatec of the Armoury in the ToWer ; whereas 
this waTTMit has reference to a lucklew wight 
yclept Poyns, whom you may impound and wel- 
come, for my fri«id Jack Dudley whispers me 
that it is high time to shake him off." 

" I will make sure of yoii at all events," 
taid the purauivwit, laying his hand upon Sir 
John^s shoulder ; *' and if I have caught the 
wrong l»rd, it is but to let yeu fly again ; so 
raaugre all your fetches sjid devices, you ^all 
tfoop, and on the instant too." 

"I ask joa not," saidSir Jdui, with a mock 
solemnity, " whether you have a heart? but have 
you a nose P can you oliact this redolent ragout, 
and yet tear me from, it, ere I luive embraced it 
with my palate f* 

" Nay then,, by the ma» ! I 'm no such hoddy- 
fsak as to be fooled 'o this sort ;" exclaimed the 
puitsuirsnt, who was proceeding to force hispri- 
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KDcr from the table, when Sir Jc^n, declaring 
that the matter began to grow serious, cried out 
aloud i " Hip I hollo I landlord, tapsters ! search 
out mj kinsman and namesake, who must be " 
still somewhere in the house ; and let this stur- 
dy blunderer bear him off to dungeon or the 
devil i bring me the pheasants i la Sainte Me- 
titkould; and let me finish my tite-^ete with 
the ragout ; for, by Gad''s lid ! I shall grow hot 
if it be suffered to grow cold." 

Under any other circumstances, Dudley would 
have .revolted from the thought of suffering 
anothertob^ arrested for himself; but, disgusted 
at the heartless indifference which Sir John 
bad evinced, knowing that the mistake would be 
almost immediately discovered, and feeling the 
paramount importance of ctmsulting with the 
lawyer how to avoid an imprisonment which 
might utterly defeat all his plans for Cecil's 
extrication, he resolved to s^ze tilie golden op- 
portunity that presented itself, and make an 
instant escape from the tavern ; detenninii^, 
however, if his kinonan got into any trouble, 
which was altogether improbable, to come fiar- 
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ward and exculpate bim by his own BUrTender. 
In pursuance o! this determination, he walked 
out of the front door unobstructed, and pass- 
ing the old octagonal gbthio Cross, whit^ took its - 
name from the Tillage of Chaiing, strudc across 
the fields to thti Haymarket, then a wide road, 
bounded with hedges instead ri houses, and 
sitting down beneath a tree began to commune 
with himself, as to what steps it would be most 
prudent to take in this pressing emergency. 
AAer a short d^beration, it appeared to him 
safest to betake himself to the man of law whose 
addreM he had tecei'ftd, and consult mth him, 
not only respecting the depositirais to be pre- 
pared for the lord-keeper, but as to the most 
fitting measures for his own safety. 

On referring to his tablets, it appeared 
that he resided in the Middle Tem|rfe, towards 
which he accordingly bent his way; but, wish- 
ing to avoid the Strand, for fear of encountering 
any of the party from whom- he had just made 
his escape, he turned up to the left, and coast- 
ing along the wall of Conrent Garden, which 
H»en bdonged to the Abbot of Westminster, 
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and extended from Sl Miirtin^i to Drury-^ot^ 
he uTived unmoleated at the Middle Tenpte. 
WiUwHit stoppiiigf to admire the newlj-erected 
gate, he psued imimdistelj to the laWyer!i 
chamber, whom he luckily fmmd at home, «ad 
who instantly set to work ia preparing the net- 
ceasary documentB and depositions, which Dud- 
ley verified by oath. Having received a -sum 
of money for tbat punpoae, the man of buuness 
undertook to. hiy them before the lord-ke^wr, 
and to uige the progress of the suit with every 
possible attention and expedition. 

Thus far all waa satitfactory t but when Dud- 
ley proceeded to state.tbe piiedicament, in which 
he was placed with'Cir Liond, the infamous 
calumnies he had already brought £»waid, and 
the formidable nwaaufts by «4iich he was pre> 
pared to support than in the Star Chamber aod 
the courts, the lawyer's countenance. fell 4 he 
draw in his breath with a hisKsg noise, and 
shaking his head as he puffed it gut ^ain, tob- 
claimed " An ugly case, by my ladkins I a moat 
ugly case ! for unless my lord cardioal lay him 
qutcklyby the heels, as he threatens, yoD.aitt 
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1 and lost. Well do I know thu Sit 
IjioDel by name and fame. He is a great 
mm, a. wonderful maa, a marvellous genius, 
ami I have never knoira him undertake the^ 
ruin of an adversary without aucoeeding by fair 
or foul 'Truly his sbill in these matters 
passes all bdbef; it is most admirable and 
anUziog.*' 

- " But in the present case," said Dudley, " as 
I am perfectly innocent " 

"Tudi!" interrupted the lawyer — " how 
inany men can you bring forward, who, though 
they know you' aot from Adam, Bhall make 
false oaths to your trulii and loyalty F'^ 

*' I am no sobomer, Sir," replied Dudley, 
rather fiercely. 

" Ah ! there it is,^ resumed bis companion 
very cahnly— ** you come as usual quite unpre- 
pared, and unfortunately thwe is no competing 
with Sir Liond in petjury ; he has nearly the 
whole command of the market. Olt, be 's a- won- 
derfully great man !" 

Such wa£ bis professional admirati(Hi of the 
knight's tortuous chicanery and widely-ramified 
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perjuries, that he vas proceeding to recouDt 
■everal iastauces of his exquisite adroitnees in 
thew respects, until reminded by Dudley that 
be came not to listen to his former atrocities, 
but to defeat tbose that were now batching 
agaioBt lumselff and take advice as to his own 
security. 

" This is much too grave and perilous a 
■natter for hasty counsel,'' said the lawyer — " I 
must search the different courts, to know the 
oature of the accusations againat you, and by 
whom substantiated. Tliis wiQ I do to-day; 
to-morrow we may confer toge^er more fullyt 
and with better advisement ; and that no time 
may be loet, I will to the river forthwith and 
take boat for the Star-chamber. Oh, he ''s truly 
9 great man, a wonderful creature, that Sir 
Lionel !" 

However formidable might have been Sir 
I>ioners enmity in his own immediate vicinity, 
where he had the Commfmd of numerous de- 
pendants, and might intimidate those who were 
within the wide sphere of his. influence, Dudley 
had httle expected to find his nefarious con- 
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spimdes exdting as much terror in London aa 
in Somerset^iire. He was truly 

" A bold bad msa, wlui scnipled not to name 
Ckofton, the prince of darkness and deep nif^t. 
At which CoCTtns quakes and StTX is pat to flight ;" 

and who, by the report of others well con- 
versant " with his villanies, had never failed in 
blasting the faine or destroying the life of 
whomsoever he marted for vengeance. Sir 
John's quick withdrawal from Dudley's ac- 
quuntancesbip, the moment he heard the name 
of his diabolical enemy; the lawyer's instant 
mis^vings when possessed of the same infor- 
mation ; his own experience of bis adversary's 
ruthless character ; and his dark suspicions of 
the supernatural aid, by which he was abetted 
and upheld — all combined to show him that he 
had entered into a contest of a most desperate 
nature, the result of which must be fatal to 
one or other of the contending parties. Nor 
could he shake off an unusual feeling of de- 
spondency, when he "reflected that the great 
power of his antagonist, and his determination 
to employ all means, however infamous and 
a8 
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flagitiouE, gave him. sfsufiil advuitage oret 
an unaided individual, who had do other cbam- 
pion than his innocence. 

He was pasung slowly and Uioughtftilly 
along, under the influence of 'these impres^oa, 
when, aa he again approached the Temple-gate, 
he saw two figures under one of the »de 
arches, whtnn he immediately recognieed for the 
rascally att(»ney, usually resident in the Tor 
House as the agent of Sif Lioners macbi- 
natitHis, and one of the brawling buUiec who 
acted as a sort of lieujten^at to Captain Basset. 
Both were armed, both were obyioUsly watdiii^ 
him ; they had apparently tracked him to the 
house he had just quitted, and would doubtless, 
dog his footsteps ttiat he might become a sure 
prey to the blood-houuds of the law, from whom 
he had escaped in the morning. . At wtother 
time he would, perhaps, have made fiercely up 
to them, and have endeavoured to free faims^ 
from their espionage by bis rajuer ; but his spirit 
was now somewhat subdued, by his s^ise of 
the deep dangers that were do^ng-Arouod and 
environing him (hi every side, aad his 'first 



jt,,Coogle 



TRE. TOR HILL. 349 

impulse was to elude their vigilBiice by flight. 
Passing, theref<H%, rapnlly through the vooden 
bar which, with its chain and posts, then form- 
ed the only separation bntween Fleet-street and 
the • Strand, he hurried towards St. Clement's 
church, which he entered ; but perceiving 
through one of the windows, that hie pursuers 
were pressing towards the same spot, he agiun 
quitted it, and made ftx the Strand, along which 
he hurried with an eager step, irresolute which 
way to turn, or what plan to adopt 

At that period the waters, flowing from the 
Mg^er ground on which Catherine-street now 
standi, passed under Ae Strand Bridge, and found 
their way to the river, along a wide, noisome ditch, 
flanked on one side by miserable tenements and 
hovels. Into this opening he turned, suddenly 
restdviag to seek a boat and cross the. river ; but he 
had only passed a short way down the lane, when 
the word ** Lodgings^ pasted against the widl a! 
a house, that presented a. rather more decent ex- 
terior than the others, suggested to him the idea 
of conceohng himself for the present by taking 
up a abort abode in this quarter, the obscurity 
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and wretchednesB of which offered a more secure 
asylum, than he could hopetoc^Uunin any tavern 
or inn. At all events it presented a chance of 
escape from the danger that immediately threat- 
ened, and he accordingly pushed open the docM* 
and walked in, gratified to find that the in- 
terior wore an sur of decency and cleanliness, 
which could hardly have been expected in a 
neigfabourbood so forlorn and squalid. So 
quietly bad be entered, that he concluded his 
intrusion had been unnoticed, or that the pro- 
prietor of the house was absent, for no one 
appeared ; and be therefore placed himself at 
the narrow casement, so as not to be disco- 
vered from without, where he bad presently 
the tatisfaction of seeing his pursuers hurry 
down the lane, as if they suspected his pur- 
pose of making for the river, and were speed- 
ing to forestall it. Deeming himself now safe- 
ly ensconced, he called for the landlady, whose 
appearance was not less prepossessing than 
that of her apartment. Old she was indeed, 
- and lean and withered ; and her stature, which 
had apparently beep always beneath the mid- 
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dling etse, had been still further reduced by 
the decrepitude of age : sorrow and suffering 
seemed also to have combined nith time in 
leaving their united traces upon her counte- 
nance; but still there was something rather 
winning than forbidding in its expression ; 
while her manner was mild and gracious, her 
language elegant, her clothes, although of the 
homeliest materials, scrupulously clean, and 
not unbecomingly arranged; her whole ap- 
pearance betokening one who had seen better 
days, though now broken down by time, trou- 
ble, and poverty. 

Won by the benevolence of her look, which 
not even wrinkles and unhapptnesa had been 
able to eflace, Dudley frankly stated the mo- 
tives of his intrusion, and his wish to become 
her lodger; assigning as an additional reason, 
the vicinity of her house to the office of his law- 
yer, whom he should have daily occaaon to con- 
sult. " Alas ! Sir," she excliumed, " I have been 
too long acquainted with persecution and woe, 
not to be filled with ruth towards others who 
are thus assailed. Right welcome are you to 
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my humble roof, and if it might ao please, you. 
that I should follow these men and track th^c 
course, I will don my hood upon the instant) 
and bring you tidings of their steps ; though^ 
sooth to say, I am not now so fleet of foot, as 
that you might deem I was once fampus for 
dancing the galliard." A momentary suspicion 
darted across Dudley's mind, that this propoa- 
tion might be made in the intention of betray- 
ing him ; but her frank and benignant aspect 
reassuring bim, he thankfully accepted h^ 
ofier, and io a minute afterwards she quitted 
the bouse. A short interval elapsed, not altoge- 
Uier free from anxiety and misgiving on Dud- 
ley^p part, when she returned, informing him 
that the men in question had betdcen them? 
selves to the riverj in apparent pursuit of a 
boat which had just quitted the shore, and to 
which they frequently pointed, as if ima^n- 
ing that it contained the object of their search. 
Believed from his apprehen^ons by this intel- 
l^ence, Dudley began to recollect that he had 
been deprived of his ragout and his Ji^easants, 
and felt an eager desire for some species of sub- 
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stitute. This was presently provided by his 
^endly and obli^ng landlady ; and though the 
viands thus served up to him were less rich 
and rare, than those from which he had been so 
unpleasantly compelled to take flight, there was 
a cleanliness and even a nicety in the appoint- 
ments of his little table, which, combining with 
his previous exertions, enabled him to make a 
heartier meal than he would probably have 
enjoyed at the- luxurious board ~of tbe Holy 
Lamb. 

After a lonely and cheerless evening, he retired 
to the little sleeping-room, which, with a sitting 
apartment of the same dimensions, constituted 
the whole of his lodgings ; and finding every 
thing here as tidy and comfortable as he could 
wish,'^ he threw himself upon the bed, jaded 
both in mind and body, and by no means re- 
conciled to the forlorn and perilous prospect be- 
fore him. Spite of the increasing horror wluc^ 
he felt towards Sir Lionel, the beautiful and 
stately Beatrice presented herself to him in his 
dreams as the preserver of his hfe, whom he 
could not and ought not to forget, whatever 



uGoog[c 



348 THX TQS Hltl.. 

tnigbt be tlw enormities ^of. which her f^th^eF 
wtu capable; while it occurrci] . b> hipiiA hjs 
deep, that he had not Jiet fu)£Ued his Fe»>lution 
<tf writing to decline the hari^ of the^^egcoitic 
uad uUomatjc Sndget^ f)r:the Jioifourpf makfiig 
•oy additioa, in hw owvjper^n.tp the fleeh and 
bkod nuuthioerji of BecVbam^on Hall. 
■ Taking it for granted that Sir Lioners myr- 
midons would lie m ambugb for him about the 
Attorney's dwelUag, he reBolvsd to postpone his 
visit the next day until it was quite dark, nor 
would he even allow His lan^ladj to see the law- 
yer on bis behalf, although ^ji l^er friendly anx- 
iety f<H- bi» )«^f;^ .^^^.^ff^f^.to become his 
Boessienger.tOi^y P*V;t P^ the tpwn. Cmistitut- 
iilg him»etf aclqsci'prispner tiUpight-foll, be al 
length proceeded to the office, where he re- 
ceived, such intelligence &:om bis agent, as was 
rather calculated to increase than diminish bis 
prenous^ apprehensions; ,.Hf, bad' never quitted 
his cffice, be' said, 'withQut beiqg dogged by 
some of Sir Libnel's emissaries, who prohdbly 
thought he was proceeding to |Visit hn cbent; 
and upcHi searclung the different courts, he bad 
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found the accusatioDa against Dudley so ski)-, 
fully constructed, so ingeniously, so beautifully 
dove-tailed and streogthened by the most cir- 
cumstantial perjuries, that he was lost in admi- 
ration of that matchless artist, who never al< 
lowed his victims a single chance of escape. He 
expressed his decided conviction, that Dudley 
would be discovered, however closely he might 
be concealed ; that he would be borne down by 
subornation and chicanery, however innocent ; 
and under these circumstances he counselled 
him to take sanctuary, and wait the result of 
the Lord Cardinal's proceedings, who was now 
possessed of the necessary papers for instituting 
the commission of inquiry, and who, if once 
satisfied of Sir Lionel's guilt, would tear him 
down from his elevation, and strip him of his 
usurped power, till he was as tame and as bare 
as a plucked pigeon. 

This advice Dudley resolved to adopt, only 
hesitating whether he should take sanctuary in 
the city, where the church of St. MartinVle- 
Grand extended that privil^fe to a small sur- 
rounding space; or in the precincts of West- 
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r Abbey, where he wonld have s vider 
range. Giviag the prefenoce to the liAter, he 
requested the lawyer to secure him apaitmema 
within the verge, and returned for &e preamt 
to bit obtcure lodgings by the Strand Bridge. 
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